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6 April 2022  

Dear Parents & Carers 

Re: Easter newsletter 

It has been a very busy term at Darton Academy, so I thought I’d write and give you an update. 

Staffing changes   

This term we say goodbye to Mr Smith, Mr Cairns, Miss Chipchase, Mrs Hampshaw and Mr Cranmer-Bills.  I will be 

sorry to see them go as they have all been brilliant colleagues in the short time I have worked alongside them.  In their 
place we are welcoming two new vice principals – Mr Spencer and Mrs Gibson, and Mr Wright our new lead teacher 
of chemistry. Mr Hugill will join the design technology team and Mr Austin joins maths.  We have recently appointed 

some new Learning Support Assistants - Mr Fisher, Miss Kaye and Miss Eaton, and will also be employing some more 
121 tutors to support our pupils at risk of falling behind. 

 

Awards 
We have recently been accredited with the Leading Parent Partnership Award and are currently in the process of 
accreditation for the Mental Health Charter Mark.  Added to the work done to become an Inclusion Quality Mark 
Centre of Excellence in December, these awards recognise the work all of our staff do in striving to ensure we support 
young people as well as we possibly can. 
 
School Gateway 
Our preferred method of communicating with parents is via the School Gateway.  If you haven’t already signed, please 

do so and then you will be able to access lots of useful information about how your child is doing at school as well as 
ensuring you receive all our letters and messages.  If you want to send an email without using the app it should go to 

info@dartonacademy.org.uk in the first instance where it will be forwarded to the person best placed to deal with it.  

Please do not email staff directly, particularly regarding safeguarding concerns, as they may be out of the academy or 

unable to pick up emails until later in the day. 
 
Covid-19 guidance 
The guidance has changed as of 1st April and self-isolation periods have been reduced in certain instances. 

If someone tests positive for Covid, the guidance states:  

• Adults with a positive Covid 19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people for 
five days. 

• Children and young people aged 18 and under with a positive Covid 19 test result, should try to stay at home 
and avoid contact with other people for three days 

For those feeling unwell, the guidance states: 

• Adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature or feel unwell, should 
try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel well enough to resume normal activities 
and they no longer have a high temperature. 

• Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid contact 
with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare when they no longer have a high 
temperature, and they are well enough to attend. 

On testing, the guidance states: 

• Regular asymptomatic testing is no longer recommended in any education or childcare setting, including in 
alternative provision.    
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• Settings will no longer be able to order test kits  

• Please do not hand out any test kits to staff, pupils, or students unless advised by your local health protection 
team, local authority or Director of Public Health.  

 
Uniform 
Please take some time over the Easter break to ensure your child has the correct uniform ready for the new term 
including a school bag and, where relevant, a skirt of suitable length which is not made from stretchy jersey-type fabric.  
Shoes should be flat, plain, and black with no embellishments.  The uniform policy has not changed, and we want pupils 
to follow it consistently.  You can find more uniform guidance here: Uniform - Darton Academy 
 
Summer rewards 
I will be asking pupils after Easter for their suggestions for some summer rewards events.  It is really important to me 
that we recognise and reward all those pupils who routinely make a positive contribution to the school community 
and are a credit to the academy.  I am also keen to give pupils experiences rather than prizes so am looking forward to 
trip suggestions which the school can subsidise.  It would be lovely if all our pupils could win a place on a day out before 
the summer holidays. 
 
Last bits! 
The academy closes on Friday 8th April at 2.30pm and we reopen for the summer term at 8.25am on Monday 25th April.  
On Monday 25th April we will be returning to a single blue line and asking all pupils to enter via the side entrance rather 
than via the main reception.  They can cross the line from 8am.  Year 7 & 8 will be on the MUGA, Y9 in the yard and 
Y10 & 11 in the atrium.  Ball games will no longer be permitted due to the disruption caused during the staggered 
break and lunch and the lack of availability of facilities further distanced from the classrooms. 
 
I hope you have a happy and restful Easter break and that our pupils return to us refreshed and ready for the summer 
term.  Thank you for all your support. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
Mrs A Rooney 
Associate Executive Principal 
Darton Academy 
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