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IntroductionIntroduction
As you receive this booklet, you are embarking on 
the next stage of one of the most important periods 
in your education. We are pleased to offer you this 
guide to help you make informed decisions about 
your next steps. Decisions taken will help meet your 
aspirations – to go to university, to contribute to soci-
ety, to secure a high-level apprenticeship – and help 
you to make the most of your potential, making your 
family and you proud. We hope that you will find that 
this information booklet, the in-lesson options boost-
ers and assemblies give you as much information to 
enable you to choose your options carefully. Consider 
your goals and aspirations prior to selecting your op-
tions and speak to those closest to you, including your 
family and your teachers, to help you make these 
important choices. Our options process gives us an 
opportunity to instil a lifelong love of learning and to 
ensure all of your doors are kept open to enable you 
to live a life full of opportunity and choice. We look 
forward to discussing these choices with you and your 
parent/carer as the options’ process progresses where 
you will have the opportunity to meet with a mem-
ber of our senior leadership team as you make these 
important choices that will influence the next phase 
of your future. We want you to leave our academy 
feeling proud of your achievements and move on to 
the next stage of your education, training and careers 
that will enable you to realise your dreams, whatever 
they may be. 

Mrs Elaine Briggs 
Principal  

At Darton Academy we believe that all students can 
achieve great things including going to university. 
Those aspirations must be facilitated by a balanced 
curriculum. We are pleased that the options available 
offer a curriculum that is ambitious. Our courses are 
designed to give students the greatest life chances 
by making them expert students, confident commu-
nicators and by helping them to be future ready. We 
urge you to think carefully about your choices. Talk to 
teachers and collect further information about sub-
jects that you are considering. Particularly, find out 
about subjects you have not studied in Key Stage 3 
before you either choose or reject them. Ask your sub-
ject teachers questions about the content of subjects 
and ask to see Key Stage 4 text books and sample 
assessments. All students will access 8 subjects at key 
stage 4. However, those students that choose to con-
tinue their Modern Foreign Language studies, which 
we encourage, will be able to pursue 9 courses which 
will lead to leaving with 9 qualifications. We make 
every effort and endeavour to ensure that students 
study the courses they opt for. We will try our best to 
meet the choices of each student but unfortunately, 
due to constraints in timetabling, staffing and group 
sizes, we are unable to guarantee a particular course 
for any student. We ask that you also select a number 
of reserve options as part of our process. Together, we 
will ensure the subjects you study over the next two 
years are the right ones.

Mr Neil Cairns
Vice Principal  
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Our ambitious curriculum at Key Stage 4 consists of 
a mixture of core learning and additional options 
subjects that are selected by students directly. The 
Key Stage 4 (KS4) curriculum reflects the National 
Curriculum requirements and the curriculum intent of 
our academy. Our personalised approach to study 
at Darton Academy means we offer a broad and 
balanced curriculum offer of GCSE, BTEC, NCFE and 
OCR qualifications. Whilst these qualifications have 
equal status for future progression, they support our 
students through the application of different skills and 
ways of working for example through assessment 
which is coursework or examination based.

Core Curriculum  
What does everyone study? 

All students are taught a programme of study which 
is referred to as their core curriculum. These are the 
subjects and skills that are statutory for all children 
aged 14-16, with the addition of English Literature, 
which we feel is also important and is therefore 
studied by everyone. 

Students access five GCSEs in the core curriculum. 

+ GCSE English
+ GCSE English Literature 
+ GCSE Mathematics 
+ GCSE Science (Trilogy) 
+ Core PE + EPC 

Students also access a wider core curriculum which 
encompasses core PE and EPC. Core PE is an hour 
per week for every student regardless of whether 
they have opted for a sports qualification. This is an 
important part of the core curriculum that our students 

enjoy and is shown to support student wellbeing. Our 
EPC curriculum is a curriculum for life which includes 
the delivery of RE, RSE, PSHE, SMSC and fundamental 
British Values. EPC is tailored specifically to meet the 
needs of our academy’s local context whilst at the 
same time equipping students with the knowledge, 
skills and understanding needed to play their full part 
in an ever-changing world of the 21st century.

OverviewKey Stage 4
Overview
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PathwaysGuided Options 
Pathways

The aspirations and goals of our students are 
important to us, therefore we have tracked student 
progress and have introduced guided pathways with 
Post-16 and future career progression in mind. The 
leading universities in the United Kingdom that make 
up ‘The Russell Group of Universities’ (a collaboration 
of 24 leading UK universities) are not only interested 
in the results that students achieve at GCSE and 
A Level, but they are also increasingly expecting 
students to have breadth of study as well as rigour in 
what they study. Students are encouraged to study 
a range of qualifications therefore we have made 
recommendations with this in mind. 

Our pathways centre around Modern Foreign 
Languages and Triple Sciences which are traditionally 
perceived as more academic subjects.  However, we 
hope to see all students with the aptitude to do so, 
pursuing these qualifications as part of their key stage 
4 curriculum. 

EBacc   

Our guided pathways are underpinned by 
high aspirations for our students and the English 
Baccalaureate (EBacc). The following subjects make 
up the EBacc: 

+  English Language or English Literature 
+  Mathematics 
+  Two Sciences (either Trilogy or two of Physics, 
    Chemistry, Biology and Computer Science) 
+  History or Geography 
+  A Modern Foreign Language 

These subjects are those most regularly asked for by 
colleges and universities therefore it is worth bearing 
in mind as part of this process. Although students do 

not need to have studied all of these to go on to 
higher education, having a range of subjects geared 
towards the EBacc will help keep their options open. 
In addition, the subjects taken for GCSE will influence 
those studied at sixth form or college and will 
therefore influence the degrees which are an option 
at university and potentially future careers. The EBacc 
subjects keep options open and are helpful for access 
to the most selective courses and universities at 18. 
The EBacc is a performance measure for schools, 
which gives an overview and snapshot of how well 
a school is performing with focus on distinct criteria. 
The EBacc is not a qualification for students rather it 
is a measure of success across a core of academic 
subjects. The government wants 90% of students to 
undertake the EBacc. This means that an increasing 
number of students, against whom Darton Academy 
students will be competing in future, will be taking this 
selection of subjects therefore our students should 
bear this in mind when making their choices.

During the options process, every student will access 
5 GCSEs as part of their core GCSE offer of English, 
Maths and Science (Trilogy).

Students will then choose History or Geography. 

They will have the further choice of two options 
subjects which includes Triple Sciences. Students that 
wish to purse a Modern Foreign Language, which 
is recommended and encouraged, will access an 
additional GCSE leaving Darton Academy with 9 
qualifications. If your child does not pursue a Modern 
Foreign Language GCSE, French or Spanish, they 
will instead access 8 qualifications and will access 
additional hours in the core curriculum of Maths and 
English, in place of continued foreign language study. 

5



Subjects 

6



Subjects 

Why should I study GCSE Art & Design?   

Did you know that studying arts subjects also helps to 
develop critical thinking and the ability to interpret 
the world around us? Creativity can also help with 
wellbeing and improving health and happiness – 
many students commented that arts lessons acted as 
an outlet for releasing the pressures of studying as well 
as those of everyday life.

Vibrant and dynamic, the GCSE Art and Design 
specification allows you to develop knowledge 
and understanding during the course through a 
variety of learning experiences and approaches 
in ways that inspire and bring out the best of you, 
whilst equipping you with the skills to continue the 
subject with confidence at AS, A-level and beyond. 
The notion of excellence proposed here is broad, it 
includes academic and artistic excellence as well as 
excellence in character.

This course will encourage self-expression and 
creativity and can build confidence as well as a sense 
of individual identity and prepare you for further study 
at A level and beyond. If you have enjoyed learning 
Art in Year 9 and are keen to continue this challenge, 
you will build on the skills you have already acquired 
in KS3.

What will I study?  

The following topics are studied during the course:
  
+  Portraiture & Identity 
+  The Natural World 

Through this content you will be exposed to Artist, 
Designers, literature and culture as well as developing 
practical based skills.

How will I be assessed?    

The Art & Design course is made up of two 
components. Unit 1 60% Portfolio of work and Unit 
2 40% Externally Set Task followed by a period of 
supervised time. The two components are assessed 
holistically and cover the following Assessment 
objectives.

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of sources.

AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and 
experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant 
to intentions as work progresses.

AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response 
that realises intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language

What skills do I need for this course?    

In addition to be assessed across four skills, this 
course requires a high level of personal resilience; this 
course is academic and you will need to maintain 
momentum around developing a large portfolio of 
work.  

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

Studying art and design at school opens the door 
to a range of careers in the creative industries. The 
creative industries, which include art, design and 
music, are an important part of the British economy – 
one of the areas of the economy that is still growing.

The leading people in any field are those who can 
think creatively and innovatively. These are skills that 
employers value alongside qualifications. Making 
and participating in the arts aids the development of 
these skills

When you study art you learn to work both 
independently and collaboratively, you also gain 
experience in time management – skillsets valued by 
employers.

Studying the arts teaches determination and 
resilience – qualities useful to any career. It teaches us 
that it is okay to fail, to not get things totally right the 
first time and to have the courage to start again.

Art & DesignArt & Design
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Why should I study NCFE Business 
and Enterprise?  

Our Business and IT department offering at Darton 
Academy is NCFE level 2 Business and Enterprise. 
This qualification is suitable for learners aged 14 
and above. It is designed for learners who want 
an introduction to business and enterprise that 
includes a vocational and project-based element. 
The qualification will appeal to learners who wish to 
pursue a career in the business and enterprise sector 
or progress onto further study.

What will I study?  

Throughout this qualification, your learners will gain 
valuable knowledge of:
  
+  Entrepreneurial characteristics and business aim 
    and objectives
+  Legal structures, organisational structures and 
    stakeholder engagement
+  The marketing mix, market research, market types 
    and orientation types
+  Internal and external influences on business
+  Research, resource planning and growth for 
    business
+  Human resource requirements for a business
    start-up 
+  Sources of enterprise funding and business finance 
+  Business and enterprise planning.

How will I be assessed?    

Qualification structure and assessment Qualification 

Level Combined Level 1/2 

Guided Learning Hours (GLH) 120, plus 1 hour 30 
minutes’ external assessment

Unit 01 48 GLH 40% Weighting Externally assessed: 
written examination (externally marked)

Unit grades:  L1P, L1M, L1D, L2P, L2M, L2D 

Unit 02 72 GLH 60% Weighting Internally assessed: 
synoptic project* (externally quality assured) 

Unit grades:  L1P, L1M, L1D, L2P, L2M, L2D TOTAL 120 
GLH 

100% Overall qualification grades:  L1P, L1M, L1D, 
L1D*, L2P, L2M, L2D, L2D

To achieve the NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in 
Business and Enterprise, learners must successfully 
demonstrate their achievement of all assessment 
objectives of the units as detailed in this qualification 
specification. Learners must achieve a minimum of a 
Level 1 Pass in the internal and external assessment to 
achieve the overall qualification.

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

Depending on the grade the learner achieves in this 
qualification, they could progress to: 

+  GCSE in Business Studies
+  Level 2 Technical Certificates in; Accounting, 
    Accounting and Business, Business Administration, 
    Business and Enterprise, Customer Service 
    Operations, Business Support 
+  Level 3 Applied General in; Enterprise and 
    Entrepreneurship, Financial Studies, Business and 
    Enterprise, Applied Business, Business • Level 3 
    Technical Level in; Coordinating Business Support, 
    Business: Marketing 
+  An apprenticeship within sectors such as a Finance, 
    Marketing or Human Resources.

It may also be suitable to learners studying 
qualifications in the following areas:

+  Economics
+  Accounting 
+  Maths 
+  English 
+  Business.

BusinessBusiness
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Dance
Why should I study GCSE Dance? 

Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which 
encourages students to develop their creative, physical, 
emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their 
previous experience in the subject. It is a powerful and 
empowering form of non-verbal communication which 
is both physical and expressive. It develops creative, 
imaginative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacities.

This GCSE specification acknowledges the important 
role that dance plays in young people’s lives. Whilst 
many students will bring some previous experience of 
dance, others will have very little. This specification aims 
to value and build on whatever experience they have. 
GCSE students will study a range of dance styles which 
acknowledge aspects of the repertoire of dance that 
can be seen in the United Kingdom today. The AQA 
Specification:

+   Promotes fitness, a healthy lifestyle, team working 
and creativity

+   Actively engages students in the process of dance 
in order to develop as effective and independent 
learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with 
enquiring minds

+   Develops students’ skills, knowledge and 
understanding of a range of dance styles through 
the interrelated processes of performing, creating 
and appreciating dances

+   Develops physical, technical and expressive skills 
through which students are able to communicate 
choreographic intention and develop their 
individual qualities as performers

+   Develops students’ skills, knowledge and 
understanding of choreography through which 
they are able to communicate ideas, thoughts and 
meaning drawn from a range of dance styles

+   Develops a critical appreciation of dance in its 
physical, artistic, aesthetic and cultural contexts.

What will I study?  

The aim of the course is to further develop your interest and 
enthusiasm for Dance whilst enabling you to develop your 
technical abilities and foster a total appreciation for Dance 
as an art form.  
 
You will; devise and adapt a variety of performance 
skills, refine and adapt existing techniques, perform set 
technical studies with style and accuracy, appreciate 
strengths and weaknesses, develop an understanding 
of body maintenance and anatomy, support your own 
compositions with written descriptions/analysis, analyse and 
interpret professional dance works, increase knowledge of 
composition and choreography. 
 

Throughout the 2 year course, your experience will be 
informed by a study of Dance which has an emphasis 
on the 3 strands of performance, choreography and 
appreciation. It is an exciting, lively and interesting two 
year course which is physically demanding but thoroughly 
enjoyable.

How will I be assessed? 

Component 1 – Performance and Choreography
(60% Practical) 

Performance (30%)
+   Set phrases through a solo performance 
     (approximately one minute in duration)- 15 marks 
     Duet/trio performance (three and a half minutes in   
     duration) - 25 marks.  

Choreography (30%)
+  Solo or group choreography - a solo (two to two 
   and a half minutes) or a group dance for two to five 
   dancers (three to three and a half minutes) - 40 
   marks. 

Component 2 - Dance Appreciation (40% Theory)
+  Knowledge and understanding of choreographic    
    processes and performing skills. 
+  Critical appreciation of own work. 
+  Critical appreciation of professional works 
    - 80 marks. 
    (Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes).

What skills do I need for this course?   

GCSE Dance is an extremely demanding course which 
requires you to have full commitment towards both 
practical and theory lessons.

Although 60% of the course is practical, you must have the 
motivation and enthusiasm for the written elements of the 
GCSE in order to achieve and fulfil your potential. You must 
have the determination to perform to the highest standards. 

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

You could undertake further Post-16 courses in Dance and 
Performing Arts eg. A-Level Dance or BTEC National Diploma 
in Dance or Performing Arts, moving to Degree Level for 
Higher Education (HE). Alternatively, you could pursue a 
traineeship/employment in the Leisure or Performing Arts 
Industry, being a performer, working in a theatre as front of 
house or backstage.

Dance

9



Design & TechnologyDesign & Technology
(Textile specialism)

Why should I study GCSE Design & 
Technology (with Textile specialism)?

D&T enables you to develop and apply a broad 
range of key transferable skills, including creativity, 
problem solving and collaboration, to design and 
make innovative products that help to solve real 
problems and improve lives.

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare you 
to take part confidently and successfully in an 
increasingly technological world. You will learn from 
wider influences on Design and Technology including 
historical, social, cultural, environmental, and 
economic factors. You will get the opportunity to work 
creatively when designing and making and apply 
technical and practical skills.

The GCSE allows you to study ‘core technical and 
designing and making principles,’ including a broad 
range of design processes, materials techniques, and 
equipment. You will also study specialist technical 
principles in greater depth.

What will I study?

You will continue developing practical designing 
and making skills. You will be introduced to new 
techniques such as Applique, CAD/CAM embroidery, 
sublimation printing, batique, pattern cutting, felt 
making, tie dying, material manipulation and many 
others. Alongside this you will develop technical 
drawing skills (this is hugely different than drawing 
for Art, you do not have to be an artist to be a great 
designer!).

You will also study the ‘core technical principles’ that 
underpin designing and making and learn about a 
wide range of materials and processes.

How will I be assessed?

You will be assessed in 2 parts, each worth 50%.
Part 1 is a self-directed project where you research, 
design and make an outcome of your choosing (this 
could be interior design, product, fashion, car interior 
or a many other outcomes – textiles does not just 
have to be clothes).

Part 2 is an exam which will assess your knowledge 
and understanding of the ‘core technical principles’.

What skills do I need for this course?

In KS3 you have already begun to develop the 
base skills to support you in this qualification. You 
will continue to expand your practical and theory 
knowledge along with a range of transferable skills 
including:

+  Independent thought  
+  Perseverance & Resilience
+  Creativity & Imagination
+  Entrepreneurship
+  Collaboration & Teamwor 
+  Empathy & Curiosity

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?

After completing the GCSE, you will be able to 
continue studying through A Level or vocational 
qualification and then go on to a job in industry, or 
further study at university to complete a BSc or BA 
qualification.

Design and technology can lead to many exciting 
developing career opportunities. These could include:

+  Theatre/set designer: Making the backdrops, props 
    and accessories for film and theatre
+  Product designer: Developing new and innovating 
    products
+  Project Manager: Overseeing the design and 
    development of largescale design projects
+  Fashion designer: Designing and producing new 
    fashion items
+  Footwear designer: Designing the latest trainers for 
    sports stars to wear
+  Vehicle interior designer: Designing and making 
     interiors for high end sports cars
+  Textile designer or Textile technologist: Researching 
    new materials and combining science with textile 
    knowledge to design the actual fabric we wear.
+  Image consultant: following fashion trends and 
    predicting the ‘next big thing.’
+  Interior designer: Designing interior spaces in 
    people homes or large commercial spaces.
+  Fashion Journalist: combining your love of fashion 
    with English.
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Design & TechnologyDesign & Technology
(Timber specialism)

Why should I study GCSE Design & 
Technology (Timber specialism)?

D&T enables you to develop and apply a broad 
range of key transferable skills, including creativity, 
problem solving and collaboration, to design and 
make innovative products that help to solve real 
problems and improve lives.

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare you 
to take part confidently and successfully in an 
increasingly technological world. You will learn from 
wider influences on Design and Technology including 
historical, social, cultural, environmental, and 
economic factors. You will get the opportunity to work 
creatively when designing and making and apply 
technical and practical skills.

The GCSE allows you to study ‘core technical and 
designing and making principles,’ including a broad 
range of design processes, materials techniques, and 
equipment. You will also study specialist technical 
principles in greater depth.

What will I study?  

You will continue developing practical designing 
and making skills. You will be introduced to new 
techniques such as preparing wood for use, shaping, 
and forming, wood joints, CAD/CAM, manufacture 
techniques, finishing techniques and others. Alongside 
this you will develop technical drawing skills (this is 
hugely different than drawing for Art, you do not have 
to be an artist to be a great designer!).

You will also study the ‘core technical principles’ that 
underpin designing and making and learn about a 
wide range of materials and processes.

How will I be assessed?  

You will be assessed in 2 parts, each worth 50%.

Part 1 is a self-directed project where you research, 
design and make an outcome of your choosing (this 
could a product, lamp, piece of furniture or many 
other outcome variations).

Part 2 is an exam which will assess your knowledge 
and understanding of the ‘core technical principles’.

What skills do I need for this course?

In KS3 you have already begun to develop the 
base skills to support you in this qualification. You 
will continue to expand your practical and theory 
knowledge along with a range of transferable skills 
including:

+  Independent thought
+  Perseverance & Resilience
+  Creativity & Imagination
+  Entrepreneurship
+  Collaboration & Teamwork
+  Empathy & Curiosity

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?

After completing the GCSE, you will be able to 
continue studying through A Level or vocational 
qualification and then go on to a job in industry, or 
further study at university to complete a BSc or BA 
qualification.

Design and technology can lead to many exciting 
developing career opportunities. These could include:

+  Theatre/set designer: Making the backdrops, props 
    and accessories for film and theatre.
+  Product designer: Developing new and innovating 
    products.
+  Project Manager: Overseeing the design and 
    development of largescale design projects
+  Vehicle designer: Designing and modelling for car 
    manufacturers.
+  Engineering: designing, testing, and making 
    structures.
+  Material specialist: Researching new materials and 
    combining science with timber knowledge to 
    design and innovative materials. 
+  Image consultant: following fashion trends and 
    predicting the ‘next big thing.
+  Interior designer: Designing interior spaces in 
    people homes or large commercial spaces.
+  Design Journalist: combining your love of design 
    with English.



Drama
Why should I study GCSE Drama?                                                                                                

Drama can transform lives: not only for those who 
pursue a professional career in the industry, but for 
anyone who benefits from its positive impact on 
confidence, communication, team-building and 
story-telling. Students learn to collaborate with others, 
think analytically and evaluate effectively. They gain 
the confidence to pursue their own ideas, reflect 
and refine their efforts. Whatever the future holds, 
students of GCSE Drama emerge with a toolkit of 
transferable skills, applicable both in further studies 
and in the workplace. It gives students a way to have 
their voices heard, who can take direction but also 
lead others. It lets creative people express themselves 
through Art and design by exploring technical 
elements such as lighting, sound, set and costume. 
And yes, it also happens to be a lot fun.

What will I study?  

GCSE Drama is designed to develop your 
understanding and awareness of live performance 
work. You will develop your vocal and physical skills 
required for performing in front of a live audience 
and you will learn how to prepare both devised and 
scripted pieces of theatre. You will study a range 
of play texts as well as having the opportunity to 
experience as much live theatre as possible. 

The following elements are studied during the course: 
 
+   Understanding Drama -Theatre Techniques, skills, 

style, Roles and Responsibility.
+   Devised Theatre – a group collaboration, exploring 

a variety of stimuli to create your own theatrical 
works.

+   Texts in Practice – the study of professional theatre 
works through theoretical and practical exploration. 

+   Live Theatre performance – an opportunity to visit a 
theatre and critique a professional performance.

+   Practical workshops – working with professional 
actors to develop skills and ask questions linking to 
further education and careers within the Arts.

As well as developing performance skills as actors, 
GCSE students will also acquire a sound knowledge 
and understanding of Theatre Staging and Design 
Elements, whilst being exposed to a wide range of 
literature and boosting their cultural capital. Students 
will become confident communicators and learn to 
work both collaboratively and independently.

How will I be assessed?    

GCSE Drama is assessed both theoretically 
and practically with students taking part in live 
Performances as well as completing a Written Exam 
at the end of Year 11. The course is delivered in 3 
components:
Component 1 – Understanding Drama – Written Exam
+   Study of a Play Text
+   Analysis and Evaluation of a Live Theatre Production
+   Written Exam – 1 hour and 45 minutes (3 Sections)
+   80 marks = 40% of GCSE

Component 2 – Devising Drama – Practical 
Performance
+   Creating, Devising and Performance of Original Drama
+   Devising & Rehearsal Log 
+   80 marks = 40% of GCSE

Component 3 – Texts in Practice – 2 Practical 
Performances
+   Performance of Two Play Text Extracts
+   50 marks = 20% of GCSE

What skills do I need for this course?    

GCSE Drama is open to all students who are 
motivated and enthusiastic about the subject. It is 
essential that students be committed to performing, 
as you will need to participate in practical workshops 
and group rehearsals in preparation for performances 
in front of a live audience. This is a collaborative 
subject where students rely on others as part of a 
group to be successful. You may be an experienced 
performer; or you may have always wanted to devise 
and direct your own material – the important thing is 
that you are passionate about Theatre.

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

As well as learning subject specific skills, Drama equips 
students with a whole range of personal, learning and 
thinking skills useful for further studies. Students may 
continue their study of Drama at A Level or BTEC Level 
3, leading to qualification required for both Universities 
and Drama Schools. However, if they choose not to, 
there are still higher education options as many of the 
skills developed in Drama are transferable. Media is 
the third largest industry in the UK and this qualification 
can lead to opportunities in Theatre, Television, 
Presenting, Acting, Directing, Journalism, Media, Set 
and Costume design, Stage management, teaching, 
Youth Work and much more.

Drama
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Why should I study GCSE English Language? 

Your English Language exam is broken down into the 
two components outlined below:

+  Component 1
Section A – you will read one piece of 20th century 
literature and demonstrate your understanding 
through answering a range of structured questions.

Section B – you will create one piece of creative 
writing (a narrative). 

+  Component 2 
Section A –you will read two extracts (one 19th 
century, one 21st century) and demonstrate 
your understanding through answering a range of 
structured questions.

Section B – you will write two pieces of persuasive 
writing (letters/speeches/articles/reviews/reports). 

How will I be assessed?

Examinations are at the end of year 11 and consist of 
two exams:

+  Component 1 – 1hour 45minutes (40% of 
    your grade).
+  Component 2 – 2 hours (60% of your grade). 

There is also a teacher assessed Spoken Language 
element to the course which will require you to deliver 
a presentation on a given topic. However, this does 
not contribute to your overall English result and is 
graded separately.  

What skills do I need for this course?

English Language will build upon the skills that you 
have developed throughout your time in Secondary 
English. For example, you will continue to work on 
reading for meaning and writing for a range of 
different purposes. 

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?

The study of English Language is fascinating and 
vital for your future. Within the English Language 
Curriculum, you will develop your ability to read for 
meaning and how to communicate purposefully 
and effectively to a range of target audiences. 
The beauty of your English Language GCSE is that 
it will equip you with the skills that you need to be 
successful in whatever career you choose.  

English LanguageEnglish Language
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Why should I study GCSE English Literature?

Your English Literature exam is broken down into the 
two components outlined below:

+  Component 1
Section A – Macbeth
Section B – Anthology poetry 

+  Component 2
Section A – An Inspector Call
Section B – A Christmas Carol
Section c – Unseen poetry 

How will I be assessed?

Examinations are at the end of year 11 and consist of 
two exams:

+  Component 1 – 2hours (40% of your grade)
+  Component 2 – 2hours 30minutes (60% of your 
    grade) 

What skills do I need for this course?

English Literature will build upon the skills that you have 
developed in key stage three English. For example, 
you will continue to read for meaning, analyse 
language, consider the influence of the context 
surrounding the text and how the writers’ used their 
work to deliver key messages to their audiences. As 
the texts are primarily aimed at an adult audience, 
you will also be challenged to explore the complex 
and mature themes within our chosen works of historic 
literature.  

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?

English Literature is an extremely beneficial course for 
those who wish to move onto further study at college. 
Some of you may wish to study literature at AS / A 
Level and the GCSE course sets the foundations you 
will need to be successful in exploring a wide range 
of texts. For those who chose a non-English route, 
English Literature will not only have taught you about 
the world around you, but also about how influential 
the spoken and written word can be in shaping the 
attitudes and behaviours of societies in the past.   

English LiteratureEnglish Literature
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English Literature
Why should I study GCSE Food Preparation 
and Nutrition?

This GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition is an 
exciting and creative course which focuses on 
practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a 
thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance 
and the working characteristics of food     materials. 
At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing 
students’ practical cookery skills to give them a strong 
understanding of nutrition.

What will I study?  

The following topics are studied during the course: 

+   Food Preparation Skills
+   Food Nutrition and Health
+   Food Safety
+   Food Science
+   Food Provenance
+   Food Choice

During the course you will be given the opportunity 
to practise a wide range of skills along with having a 
greater understanding of nutrition, the science behind 
food as a material and the wider environmental 
aspects associated with food.

How will I be assessed? 

All assessments take place in the final year of the 
course.

September – December. 
NEA Task 1 – Food Science Investigation (10 hours) = 
15% of GCSE

December – February. 
NEA Task 2 – Food Preparation Assessment (20 hours 
including a 3 hour assessment) = 35% of GCSE

May – June. 
1 hour 45 minute exam = 50% of GCSE

What skills do I need for this course?   

Pupils will enjoy Food Preparation and Nutrition if 
they are resilient and enjoy experimenting/cooking 
with food. It is more important for pupils choosing the 
course to enjoy a large variety of foods than have 
a natural flair for cooking; We will teach you how to 
cook!

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

Studying Food Preparation and Nutrition is beneficial 
for those wishing to work in the Food Industry, 
Medicine, Nursing and Health Care. Many food 
retailers employ food and nutrition specialists to 
develop new food products. Food advertising and 
food journalism are also areas of considerable growth. 
This course offers many opportunities and can be a 
step towards a Level 3 qualification/A level.

FoodFood
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FrenchFrench
Why should I study GCSE French? 

French is one of the most popular and fastest-growing 
languages in the world.  It is spoken not only in France 
but on nearly every continent in the world: Europe, 
Africa, North America, Parts of South America and 
even parts of the Caribbean.  

Did you know it is the official language in 29 countries, 
and it is spoken by over 300 million people!  French 
GCSE is not just learning a foreign language; it is also 
immersing yourself in a new culture and way of living 
that extends beyond France into the wider French-
speaking world!  This course will give you the ability 
and confidence to understand and communicate 
in spoken and written French and prepare you for 
further study at A level and beyond. If you have 
enjoyed learning French in Year 9 and are keen to 
continue this challenge, you will build on the skills you 
have already acquired in listening, reading, speaking 
and writing.

What will I study?  

The following topics are studied during the course:
 
Theme 1: Identity and Culture

Theme 2: Local, National, International and Global 
Areas of Interest

Theme 3: Current and Future Study and Employment

Even though the course is of a practical and useful 
nature, GCSE students will also acquire a sound 
knowledge and understanding of French grammar. 
Through this content you will be exposed to French 
music, film, literature and culture. 

How will I be assessed?    

Examinations at the end of Y11. Each exam is worth 
25% of the total GCSE and students can be entered 
for either higher or foundation tier.   Students will use 
and build upon the existing exam techniques that 
they have employed at key stage 3. 

Reading exam: 
45 minutes – foundation/ 1 hour - higher

Listening exam: 
35 minutes – foundation/45 minutes - higher

Writing exam: 
1hour – foundation/ 1 hour 15 minutes – higher 

Speaking exam: 
9 minutes – foundation/12 minutes – higher 

What skills do I need for this course?    

In addition to be assessed across four skills, this 
course requires a high level of personal resilience; this 
course is academic and you will need to maintain 
momentum around vocabulary acquisition which is a 
key facet of student success at key stage 4. Students 
should be confident communicators and not be 
afraid to make mistakes.  

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

Students may continue their French learning at A 
Level however if they choose not to there are still 
higher education options! A French GCSE can enable 
you to access your degree in another country as part 
of a year abroad programme of study. 

French is a well-respected qualification and is highly 
valued across all employment sectors. Linguists are 
remunerated with higher salaries than average 
and the skills you acquire are useful in any job role. 
This qualification leads to opportunities in Politics, 
Internal Relations, Travel and Tourism, Business and 
international commerce, Translation and in the 
Hospitality and Education sectors. For some university 
courses such as Medicine, a GCSE in a foreign 
language is a prerequisite to get on the course (UCL).
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Geography
‘So many of the world’s current issues – at a global 
scale and locally - boil down to geography, and need 
the geographers of the future to help us understand 
them’ (Michael Palin)

Why should I study GCSE Geography?

Studying GCSE geography allows students to gain 
knowledge and understanding about our world. 
Appreciating the physical processes that occur and 
how us as humans can affect these processes but 
also be affected by them too. It allows students to 
appreciate the world we live in on many different 
scales – locally, nationally and globally. It shows how 
we can learn from events that have happened in the 
past, using the knowledge we have gained to predict 
what can happen in our future. 

What will I study?

The following topics are studied during the course: 

+  Unit 1 – Natural Hazards, Living World, Physical 
    Landscapes in the UK
+  Unit 2 – Urban issues and challenges, Changing 
    economic world, Challenge of resource 
    management. 
+  Unit 3 – Issue evaluation, Fieldwork

How will I be assessed?

Three examinations at the end of Y11 for each of 
the units above. Unit 3 will require students to take 
part in fieldwork activities to plan and carry out a 
geographical enquiry which will be examined in the 
unit 3 paper.

What skills do I need for this course?

Geography GCSE will help you to develop:

+  Communication and writing skills
+  Research and problem-solving skills
+  Analytical and interpretation skills.
+  Map reading skills
+  Source analysis
+  Numerical and statistical analysis

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?

A GCSE in Geography can support you in moving 
forward into further education courses such as A 
Level Geography, Geology, Environmental Science. 
It can also support you in working in the following 
careers cartographer, climate change analyst, 
climatologist, emergency management specialist, 
geomorphologist, geospatial analyst, GIS specialist, 
hydrologist, teacher, environmental law specialist to 
name just a few. 

Geography



HealthHealth & Social Care
Why should I study Health and Social Care?

Do you want to make a difference and contribute 
to our society? Are you passionate about working 
with and helping others?  This qualification will 
give you specialist knowledge and skills with real 
life application to work across care settings both 
in the UK and abroad. Regardless of where your 
passions lie, this qualification is underpinned by the 
need to respect the right of individuals and you will 
be required to have an awareness of service level 
provision, care settings, values, rights, responsibilities, 
health, wellbeing and an understanding of wider 
human behaviour.

What will I study?  

The following topics are studied during the course: 

+  Human Lifespan Development.
Learners will investigate how, in real situations, human 
development is affected by different factors and that 
people deal differently with life events

+  Health and Social Care Services and Values.
Learners study and explore practically, health and 
social care services and how they meet the needs of 
real service users. They also develop skills in applying 
care values.

+  Health and Wellbeing.
Learners will study the factors that affect health and 
wellbeing, learning about physiological and lifestyle 
indicators, and how to design a health and wellbeing 
improvement plan.

How will I be assessed? 

This qualification is 66.6% coursework and 33.3% exam.

What skills do I need for this course?   

This course requires students to demonstrate 
independence and they should have the ability to 
manage and work to deadlines. Communication skills 
and empathy are required owing to the need person 
centred nature of the course.

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

Students may wish to pursue a career in the health 
and social care sector and this qualification offers a 
secure platform for higher education either at Post-
16 or degree level. Students may wish to use the skills 
acquired in this course to become a social worker, 
work with young children in childcare or may go 
on to nursing. The health and social care sector is 
one of the biggest employers in this country and the 
opportunities are expansive.
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Health & Social Care HistoryHistory
“If you don’t know history, then you don’t know 
anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is part of 
a tree.” (Michael Crichton)

Why should I study GCSE History?

Studying GCSE History will help you to answer 
important questions such as:

+   Why do wars happen?
+   How did Britain earn its place in the world?
+   How have we come to live in a multi-cultural 

society?

Learning about past events and the people who’ve 
influenced history will allow you to understand how 
the world got to the point it’s at now and how it will 
continue to develop in the future.

What will I study?  

The following topics are studied during the course: 

+   Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and The British 
sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, 
treatment and the trenches.

+   Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88.
+   The American West, c1835–c1895
+   Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39

It is highly recommended that students engage in 
news, politics and current affairs in order to better 
develop an understanding of key concepts such as 
society and government.

How will I be assessed? 

Three examinations at the end of Y11 covering the 
four topics outlined above.

What skills do I need for this course?   

History GCSE will help you to develop your already 
existing:

+   Excellent communication and writing skills
+   How to construct an argument
+   Research and problem skills
+   Investigation and problem-solving skills
+   Analytical and interpretation skills.

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

History is an academic and incredibly well-respected 
qualification that is studied further both in sixth form 
and at university. It can lead to subject specific 
careers within the field, such as archaeology, 
heritage and conservation, public records, and 
within academia. The skills developed are also highly 
regarded in other fields, such as journalism, human 
resources, the civil service, politics and law.
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Why should I study iMedia?

Are you interested in the world of media and IT? Do 
you enjoy being creative with software and using 
research skills? Students will create an abundance 
of graphics products, utilising the latest professional 
software packages from Adobe and Microsoft. 
Along the way, students will learn a variety of 
transferable IT skills, including document authoring, 
data manipulation, branding and styling, laws and 
legislation. This is a course that equips you with 
transferable skills should you wish to pursue a career in 
IT or just have a passion for digital production. 

What will I study?  

The following topics are studied during the course: 

+   Pre-Production Documents
The unit covers practical IT skills such as planning, 
designing, research, health & safety, reviewing and 
understanding client requirements.  

You will learn about the sectors, products and job 
roles that form the media industry.

+  Creating Digital Graphics
This unit looks at print based graphics such as book 
covers, DVD Sleeves  and leaflets. Students will 
work to a client brief to plan, design and create a 
professional quality print-based product.

+   Creating Interactive Multi-media Products
This unit will look at developing knowledge and 
understanding of about where and why different 
interactive multimedia products are used and what 
features are needed for a given purpose. Students 
learn how to interpret a client brief, and how to use 
time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques as 
part of the planning and creation process.

How will I be assessed? 

The course is split into 3 units of work. There is an 
exam unit IT & Design Skills Exam (Pre-Production 
Documents) which is 40% weighting and the other two 
are coursework units.

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

iMedia can support you in a whole range of careers. 
IT skills are desired in around 90% of newly advertised 
jobs in the UK! The IT sector itself is vast and the list 
of jobs that require IT skills are endless. You may wish 
to specialise in a particular sector such as health, 
education or leisure and tourism however the 
following jobs would enable you to use your IT skills 
gained as part of this course.

Graphics Designer • Architect • Games Designer 
• Air Traffic control • IT Technician • Software 
Engineer | Systems manager • Distributions Leader 
• Photography • Filmography • Influencer • 
Programmer • Social Media Manager • Navigator 
Route Planner • Internet Engineer • Teacher

iMediaiMedia
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What will I study GCSE Mathematics?

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 to 1) in 
Mathematics is a tiered qualification. There are two 
tiers:

+  Foundation tier - grades 1 to 5 available
+  Higher tier grades – 3 to 9 available.

The following topics and their weighting are studied 
during the course:

Tier:

+  Number - 28%
+  Algebra - 23%
+  Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change - 28%
+  Geometry and Measure - 18%
+  Statistics & Probability - 18%

Higher:

+  Number - 18% 
+  Algebra - 33%
+  Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change - 23%
+  Geometry and Measure - 23%
+  Statistics & Probability - 18%

How will I be assessed?

The assessment for each tier of entry consists of three 
externally-examined papers, each one is worth 80 
marks and lasts 1 hour 30 minutes.

+  Paper 1 – non-calculator
+  Paper 2 – calculator
+  Paper 3 – calculator

What skills do I need for this course?

The course will build upon skills that you have 
developed so far. We use a spiral curriculum where 
each topic is regularly revisited and pushed to the 
next stage. 

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?

All students will need to achieve a grade 4 or higher 
in their Mathematics GCSE to proceed to further 
education or apprenticeships without needing to resit. 
Students achieving higher grades may choose to 
continue to study Core Mathematics, Mathematics, or 
Further Mathematics at A-Level.

Mathematics is the most popular choice to continue 
into further study and below is a list of all the career 
opportunities a good understanding of Mathematics 
will open up to you.

MathematicsMathematics
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MusicMusic
Why should I study GCSE Music? 

A recent study in the UK found that playing a musical 
instrument appears to enhance general performance 
in other subjects at GCSE. Other studies have shown 
that music benefits learning by activating all areas 
of the brain: auditory (sound processing); motor 
(rhythm processing); and limbic (emotions). So, by 
choosing Music, you could actually be improving your 
chances of doing well in their other subjects! GCSE 
Music requires creativity and self-expression: helping 
you to think differently and harness the power of your 
imagination. 

What will I study?  

The course is split into 3 Components:

+  Component 1: Performing 
You will be required to perform a minimum of 
two pieces, one of which must be an ensemble 
performance of at least one-minute duration. The 
other piece(s) may be either solo and/or ensemble. 
This could be on an instrument or you could choose to 
use your voice. 

+  Component 2: Composing 
You will create two compositions, one of which must 
be in response to a brief set by the exam board. 
The total duration of these compositions will be 3 – 6 
minutes.

+  Component 3: Appraising 
This component is assessed via a listening examination 
at the end of year 11 and will focus on the following 
Areas of Study:

+  Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices
+  Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble 
+  Area of study 3: Film Music
+  Area of study 4: Popular Music

How will I be assessed? 

Components 1 and 2 will be internally assessed and 
are each worth 30% of your final grade. Component 
3 will be externally assessed and is worth 40% of your 
final grade.

What skills do I need for this course?   

As this is a practical music course, you will be required 
to play an instrument or be prepared to sing in order 
to access Component 1. If you do not currently play 
an instrument, you will be required to have an interest 
in learning one.

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

You may choose to continue with Music, by studying 
A-level or BTEC Music or Performing Arts. If you don’t 
want to study Music beyond GCSE, it can still open 
doors to a range of education and employment 
pathways. Being a musician isn’t the only career 
in music – other options include being a sound 
technician, community musician, music therapist, 
teacher, or private tutor, or a range of careers in 
the music industry, in a concert hall or music venue. 
You may go to work in film, TV, theatre, radio, arts 
administration, or creative education. In Professions 
such as medicine, law, accountancy, Music is highly 
regarded as an academic subject and so could 
complement your other studies in leading to a 
professional career. GCSE Music provides a range of 
transferable skills that will provide a good foundation, 
whatever pathway you choose. 
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Why should I study GCSE PE?

It is vitally important that children and young adults 
continue to learn and develop a good understanding 
of exercise, physical activity and leading a well-
rounded healthy lifestyle. This course continues 
to develop and build upon practical skills and 
techniques in all areas of Physical Education and 
Sport. They will continue to develop knowledge of 
tactics and strategies in games and be able to reflect 
and evaluate on their own performance. Students will 
also develop knowledge of how to lead and sustain a 
healthy active lifestyle. This subject provides a perfect 
balance of practical and theoretical schoolwork. 

What will I study?  

+  Practical 
+   Invasion Games (Football, Rugby, Handball, 

Netball, Basketball, Hockey), Net games 
(Badminton, Table Tennis, Tennis), Athletics, 
Gymnastics

+  Analysis and evaluation of performance 

+  Theory
Paper 1 – The human body and movement in physical 
activity and sport
+  Applied anatomy and physiology
+  Movement analysis
+  Physical training
+  Use of data

Paper 2 – Socio cultural influences and well being in 
physical activity and sport
+  Sports Psychology
+  Socio cultural influences
+  Health, fitness and well being
+  Use of data

How will I be assessed? 

Practical – 40% of GCSE (100 marks)
+   Practical performance in three different physical 

activities in the role of player/performer (one team 
sport, one individual sport and a third in either team 
or individual sport) – each sport 25 marks

+   Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring 
improvement in one activity - coursework – 25 
marks

Theory – 60% of GCSE (156 marks)
+   Paper 1 – Written exam: 1hr 15mins (78 marks)
+   Paper 2 – Written exam: 1hr 15mins (78 marks) 

What skills do I need for this course?   

It requires students to be of a competent level 
practically in 3 or more sports (team and individual 
sports) with experience and ongoing involvement 
in extracurricular sport in and out of school. The 
academic ability to sit two exams worth 60% of the 
course. Self-commitment, resilience, motivation, and a 
hardworking character are needed throughout. 

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

Sport, Leisure and recreation, Personal trainer, 
Gym worker, Leisure centre manager, PE Teacher, 
Physiotherapist, Sports coach, Outdoor activities 
instructor, Events manager, Health manager, 
Lifeguard, Sports medicine, Sports Journalism, Sports 
psychology.

PEPE
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“Photography is a language more universal than 
words” Minor White

Why should I study GCSE Photography? 

Did you know that studying arts subjects also helps to 
develop critical thinking and the ability to interpret 
the world around us? Creativity can also help with 
wellbeing and improving health and happiness – 
many students commented that arts lessons acted as 
an outlet for releasing the pressures of studying as well 
as those of everyday life.

Vibrant and dynamic, the GCSE Photography 
specification allows you to develop knowledge 
and understanding during the course through a 
variety of learning experiences and approaches 
in ways that inspire and bring out the best of you, 
whilst equipping you with the skills to continue the 
subject with confidence at AS, A-level and beyond. 
The notion of excellence proposed here is broad, it 
includes academic and artistic excellence as well 
as excellence in character. Photography is a fun but 
technical subject. 

At Darton Academy students studying photography 
will:

+  Gain numerous soft skills such as planning, 
    analysing, researching and evaluating as well as 
     verbal and visual communication skills.
+  Learn how to use Digital camera in manual mode. 
+  Learn compositional techniques so you can take 
     great images.
+  Be taught how to use the industry standard image 
    manipulation software - Adobe Photoshop.

This course will encourage self-expression and 
creativity and can build confidence as well as a sense 
of individual identity and prepare you for further study 
at A level and beyond. If you have enjoyed learning 
Art in Year 9 and are keen to continue this challenge, 
you will build on the skills you have already acquired 
in KS3 and develop these skills further through the use 
of photography.

What will I study? 

Throughout the course students will be introduced 
to a range of Photography genres including 
studio, portrait, fashion, landscape, street 
photography, documentary, wildlife and macro 

(close up) photography. There are specific skills 
and considerations you need to think about to take 
successful photos in each genre.

Working in a studio gives you most control over 
lighting and composition and you can plan 
everything in advance. It is also important to 
experiment with different viewpoints, angles and 
moods.

The following topics are studied during the course:  

+  Patterns and Reflections
+  Portraiture 
+  Location, Identity or Moments in Time

Through this content you will be exposed to Artist, 
Designers, literature and culture as well as developing 
practical based skills. 

How will I be assessed? 

The Photography course is made up of two 
components. Unit 1 60% Portfolio of work and Unit 
2 40% Externally Set Task followed by a period of 
supervised time. The two components are assessed 
holistically and cover the following assessment 
objectives.

What skills do I need for this course? 

In addition to be assessed across four skills, this 
course requires a high level of personal resilience; this 
course is academic and you will need to maintain 
momentum around developing a large portfolio of 
work. 

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers? 

Studying Photography at school opens the door 
to a range of careers in the creative industries. The 
creative industries, which include art, design and 
music, are an important part of the British economy – 
one of the areas of the economy that is still growing.
The leading people in any field are those who can 
think creatively and innovatively. These are skills that 
employers value alongside qualifications. Making 
and participating in the arts aids the development of 
these skills 

PhotographyPhotography
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Religious Religious Studies
Why should I study GCSE RS?  

The population of the world today stands at 7.6 
Billion, of those 84 percent belong to a religion. Just 
think about it – have you ever seen a man wearing 
a turban or a woman wearing a hijab? Have you 
noticed that some food in the local stores is marked 
‘kosher’? How many different types of churches are 
in your town? Religion surrounds our daily lives and 
studying Religious Studies can help you understand 
the differences that are around you. Moreover, 
studying RS can increase your understanding of global 
issues such as, conflict in the Middle East, extremism 
or the role of the UN/NATO.  If you want to build on 
the knowledge you have gained at KS3 and if you are 
interested in developing critical thinking skills this is the 
course for you!

What will I study?  

The following topics are studied during this course:

+  Christian beliefs:
Section one will give you the historical overview of 
Christianity. For example, you will study the Passion 
and life after death, as well as evil and suffering. 

+  Marriage and the family:
Section two will examine marriage, sexual 
relationships, divorce, contraception and equality of 
the sexes.

+  Living a Christian life:
Section three will explore the role of Christianity in the 
world today. You will gain a deeper understand of 
religious celebrations, pilgrimage as well as the future 
of the Church.

+  Matters of life and death:
Section four will develop your knowledge about the 
scientific arguments for creation as well as evolution 
and Darwin. You will analyse the issues and debates 
around abortion and euthanasia, as well as looking at 
life after death and the natural world.

+  Muslim beliefs:
Section one will help you understand the teachings 
and beliefs of Muslims, for example, their belief in 
angels, fate and life after death. 

+  Crime and punishment:
Section two focuses on law and justice. You will 
cover the reasons and impact of crime and evaluate 

methods of punishment such as capital punishment, 
as well as the treatment criminals receive. 

+  Living a Muslim life:
Section four will examine the beliefs that impact 
Muslims lives today. For example, you will study the 
Five Pillars as well as the misconceptions around 
Jihad. 

+  Peace and conflict:
Section four focuses on global issues such as terrorism 
and current conflicts, and the strategies that the 
UN put in place to avoid conflict.  However, you will 
also study conflict within families for example honour 
based killings and domestic violence. 

You will use different types of media when studying RS, 
such as films, documentaries, newspapers.

How will I be assessed? 

In year 11 you will have two 1-hour 45-minute exams, 
both worth 50%. Paper 1 is Christianity and Paper 2 is 
Islam. Both papers will have 16 questions consisting of 
knowledge, explanation and evaluation.

What skills do I need for this course?   

You will need critical thinking skills and the ability 
to interpret information and formulate questions. 
Teamwork and communication skills are also needed.

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

RS provides a good background for any career 
where understanding people is an asset. Research 
shows that 80 per cent of employers preferred job 
candidates who are knowledgeable about global 
issues and have a good understanding of others, 
as you will be expected to work with a wide range 
of people. Religious Studies is useful to all students, 
regardless of their own personal beliefs. For example, 
RS will help your understanding and appreciation of 
diversity if you wish to pursue careers in education or 
social care sectors. Jobs that you may pursue with this 
qualification are; Teacher, Social Worker, Counsellor, 
Civil Service, International aid/development worker, 
Mediator, Journalist, Police officer, Youth worker, 
Politician, Advertisement, Architecture, Armed Forces, 
Marketing, Law, Medicine, Probation officer, and 
much more.



SpanishSpanish
Why should I study GCSE Spanish? 

Did you know that here are more than 400 million 
native speakers of Spanish worldwide, making Spanish 
the second most spoken language after Mandarin 
Chinese? Spanish GCSE is not just learning a foreign 
language; it is also immersing yourself in a new culture 
and way of living that extends beyond Spain into 
Latin America!  This course will give you the ability 
and confidence to understand and communicate 
in spoken and written Spanish and prepare you for 
further study at A level and beyond. If you have 
enjoyed learning Spanish in Year 9 and are keen to 
continue this challenge, you will build on the skills you 
have already acquired in listening, reading, speaking 
and writing.

What will I study?  

The following topics are studied during the course:

+  Theme 1: Identity and Culture

+  Theme 2: Local, National, International and Global 
    Areas of Interest

+  Theme 3: Current and Future Study and 
    Employment

Even though the course is of a practical and useful 
nature, GCSE students will also acquire a sound 
knowledge and understanding of Spanish grammar. 
Through this content you will be exposed to Spanish 
music, film, literature and culture. 

How will I be assessed? 

Examinations at the end of Y11. Each exam is worth 
25% of the total GCSE and students can be entered 
for either higher or foundation tier.   Students will use 
and build upon the existing exam techniques that 
they have employed at key stage 3. 

Reading exam: 
45 minutes – foundation/ 1 hour - higher

Listening exam: 
35 minutes – foundation/45 minutes - higher

Writing exam: 
1hour – foundation/ 1 hour 15 minutes – higher 

Speaking exam: 
9 minutes – foundation/12 minutes – higher 

What skills do I need for this course?   

In addition to be assessed across four skills, this 
course requires a high level of personal resilience; this 
course is academic and you will need to maintain 
momentum around vocabulary acquisition which is a 
key facet of student success at key stage 4. Students 
should be confident communicators and not be 
afraid to make mistakes. 

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

Students may continue their Spanish learning at 
A Level however if they choose not to there are 
still higher education options! A Spanish GCSE 
can enable you to access your degree in another 
country as part of a year abroad programme of 
study. Spanish is a well-respected qualification and 
is highly valued across all employment sectors. 
Linguists are remunerated with higher salaries than 
average and the skills you acquire are useful in any 
job role. This qualification leads to opportunities in 
Politics, Internal Relations, Travel and Tourism, Business 
and international commerce, Translation and in the 
Hospitality and Education sectors. For some university 
courses such as Medicine, a GCSE in a foreign 
language is a prerequisite to get on the course (UCL).
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Sports Studies
Why should I study OCR Sports Studies?

This course has a very good balance between 
performing practical sport and PE and theoretical 
aspects of sport and PE. 75% of this course is 
coursework based therefore offers a fantastic 
opportunity to keep evaluating and improving work 
As this is a vocational course, learners will be graded 
as Pass, Merit or Distinction, rather than grades 9-1.
The course can be passed at either level 1 or level 2. 

What will I study?

The four units that we currently study are as follows:

+  Contemporary Issues in Sport is a written external 
examination. Learners will explore a range of 
topical and contemporary issues in sport, relating 
to participation levels and barriers, plus values and 
ethical behaviour through sport. They will investigate 
the role of high profile sporting events and NGBs in 
advancing sports’ attempts to positively impact upon 
society.  This can be sat in Year 10 or Year 11  in either 
January or June.

+  Developing Sports Skills is a coursework unit. This 
unit will enable learners to use skills, techniques 
and tactical ideas in both an individual and a 
team sporting activity. They will also develop their 
understanding of the rules to allow them to act in 
several different officiating roles.  Following this, they 
will also consider a range of practice methods in 
order to improve practical performance.  Learners 
will need to produce a portfolio of evidence ranging 
from video footage of sports performance, witness 
statements, presentations and action plans. 

+   Sports Leadership is a coursework unit.  This unit will 
enable learners to develop some of the knowledge, 
understanding and practical skills required to be 
an effective sports leader. Learners will then plan, 
deliver and review safe and effective sporting 
activity sessions that they have led themselves.  These 
sessions will be delivered to their peers as well as 
younger students; they will then need to evaluate 
the effectiveness of these sessions in order to improve 
further.

+   Sports and the Media is a coursework unit.  This unit 
will enable learners to develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the relationship between sport and 
the media, plus their ability to evaluate/interpret the 
different ways in which sports items are represented 
by the media.

How will I be assessed?

Each of the 4 units is worth 25%

+  Contemporary Issues in Sport 
60 mark external exam – 1 hour

+  Developing Sports Skills – 60 marks
One individual sport - 15 marks, One Team sport – 
15 marks, Officiating – 15 marks, Practice methods 
coursework – 15 marks

+  Sports Leadership – 60 marks
Leadership content – 9 marks, planning a session – 18 
marks, leading a session – 18 marks, evaluation of a 
session – 15 marks

+  Sport and the Media – 60 marks
LO1-Know how sport is covered across the media, 
LO2-Positive effects, LO3-Negative effects, LO4-
Relationship between sport and the media, LO5-Be 
able to evaluate media coverage.

What skills do I need for this course?

It requires students to be hardworking and 
conscientious. This is because the course is made up 
of 75% coursework. This coursework is marked and 
feedback to students to improve. Self-commitment, 
resilience, motivation, and a hardworking character 
are needed throughout.  

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?

Students that continue to study Sport may see them 
apply their skills practically by offering personal 
training, coaching and sports leadership. Students 
may choose to continue their study to qualify in roles 
such as PE teacher, sports therapist, physiotherapist or 
sports psychologist. These rewarding careers can be 
pursued through further study at university. 

Sports Studies



Why should I study BTEC Travel and Tourism?

Why do people travel to the UK? What impact has the 
Covid -19 pandemic had on the travel and tourism 
industry? What impact does Terrorism have on foreign 
travel. 

What will I study?  

+   The UK Travel and Tourism Sector 
The importance of the travel sector for the 
UK economy and the different industries and 
organisations that make up the sector.

+ UK Travel and Tourism Destinations 
The travel infrastructure of the UK including air, seaport 
and rail networks.

+ The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience 
The varying needs of the customer and significance of 
customer service.

+ Factors Affecting Worldwide Travel and Tourism 
The role of climate on destination appeal. How do 
health issues affect tourism?

How will I be assessed? 

There are four units that make up the BTEC Award 
in Travel and Tourism. The four units are each worth 
25% of the overall qualification. Students will be 
awarded either a Pass, Merit or Distinction for each 
unit which are then added together for an overall 
grade of either a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*. 
There are three internally assessed units and one 
examination unit. 

What skills do I need for this course?   

Students should have the ability to independently 
research and present their findings. Students should 
be proficient in the use of IT. Students will need to 
problem solve and effectively communicate with a 
focus on customer experience. Students will need to 
meet and work to strict deadlines for the coursework 
elements of the qualification.    

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?     

Students may continue their studies at Post-16 and 
degree level. Jobs directly linked to Travel and Tourism 
are Air crew, Tourism officer Event manager and Sales 
executives. 

A qualification in Travel and Tourism gives students an 
insight into a multi-million-pound industry both in the 
UK and abroad.  The skills acquired in the completion 
of the course will also be invaluable for your CV and 
any future job applications you make. 

TravelTravel & Tourism
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Why should I study GCSE Combined Science 
(Trilogy)?

The following topics are studied during the course:

+  Biology 
Cells
Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics
Homeostasis and response
Inheritance, variation and evolution
Ecology

+  Chemistry
Atomic structure and the periodic table
Bonding, structure and the properties of matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes
Energy changes
The rate and extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry 
Chemical analysis
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources

+  Physics
Energy
Electricity
Particle model of matter
Atomic structure
Forces
Waves
Magnetism and electromagnetism

The topics above will not only allow students to gain 
further knowledge of science content, but also, further 
develop their scientific enquiry and mathematical 
skills.

How will I be assessed?

Examinations are at the end of year 11 and consist of 
two exams in each science (6 in total), each exam 
being 1 hour and 15 minutes long with each exam 
being worth 17% of their GCSE grade. Students will 
achieve 2 GCSEs as a result.

What skills do I need for this course?

The combined science course will build upon skills that 
you have developed so far, for example, maths skills, 
analysis and evaluation skills and skills involved around 
planning investigations. 

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?

A combined science qualification can lead to a 
wide variety of careers, both science-based and 
beyond, due to the wide variety of skills that are 
developed throughout the course. Whatever your 
future career aspirations, employers highly value 
science-based skills, meaning that combined science 
is a valuable qualification to have when leaving 
secondary education. However, if your plan is to 
pursue a career in a highly competitive field, such as 
medicine, veterinary science or dentistry, it is highly 
recommended that you take triple science. 

 

Trilogy ScienceTrilogy Science
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Why should I study GCSE Triple Science?

Science helps us understand the world around us and 
this is a direct result of the research and investigations 
carried out by scientists across the world. The triple 
science course will give you further opportunities to 
develop important skills that you have developed at 
KS3 and prepare you for any future careers, especially 
important if considering a science-based career or 
science A-levels. Triple science is advised to those 
learners who know that they would like to pursue a 
science-based career, or those aiming to complete 
any science-based A-levels. Triple science bridges 
the gap between GCSE and A-level more effectively 
and it has been shown that students who take Triple 
science are more successful in A-level sciences.

Why should I study GCSE Triple Science?

The following topics are studied during the course:

+  Biology
The topics covered remain the same as Trilogy.

Most topics have additional content and skills, 
therefore the range and depth of the course is 
increased in Triple Biology.

+ Chemistry
The topics covered remain the same as Trilogy.

Most topics have additional content and skills, 
therefore the range and depth of the course is 
increased in Triple Chemistry.

+ Physics
The topics covered remain the same as Trilogy, with 
an additional topic:
Space physics.

Most of the other topics have additional content and 
skills, therefore the range and depth of the course is 
increased in Triple Physics.

The topics above will not only allow students to gain 
further knowledge of science content, but also, further 
develop their scientific enquiry and mathematical 
skills.

How will I be assessed?

Examinations are at the end of year 11 and consist of 
two exams in each science (6 in total), each exam 
being 1 hour and 45 minutes long with each exam 
being worth 50% of their GCSE grade. Students will 
achieve 3 GCSEs as a result, one in each science. 
What skills do I need for this course?
You will require a good level of mathematical and 
literacy skills and a high level of resilience to be 
successful when completing the Triple Science course. 

How does this course link to future courses 
and careers?

Triple science can lead onto a wide variety of careers, 
across the science disciplines, from medicine to 
astrophysics and engineering. The skills you develop 
across the course will also be of benefit when aiming 
towards careers that may not usually be thought of as 
science-based, e.g. architecture and law. Whatever 
your future career aspirations, employers highly value 
science-based skills, meaning that Triple science 
is a valuable qualification to have when leaving 
secondary education.

Triple ScienceTriple Science
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Top TipsTop Tips
Choose subjects that inspire and motivate you. When the content 
is challenging you need to be resilient and consider the bigger 
picture of your future goals and why you chose the subject initially. 

Choose subjects at which you are successful as you are more 
likely to enjoy continued study. 

Choose subjects that will be needed for your future career goals 
and aspirations. 

Find out everything that you can about the subject before you 
choose it. Once you have started a subject we expect you to stick 
with it for two years. 

Talk to the people who know you about what they think would be 
best for you. 

Listen to the advice your subject teachers have given you – if 
they believe that you could succeed at GCSE take this into 
consideration when making your choices. 

Avoid choosing a subject just because your friend has chosen it; 
you may not be in the same groups! 

Don’t choose a subject just because you like or dislike a particular 
teacher, they may not end up teaching you and staffing can 
change over key stage 4 study. 

RESTRICTIONS 

If you opt for Design and Technology Timber you will not be able to opt for Design and Technology Textiles.



Top Tips

33

Key StaffKey Staff
Key Staff

Vice Principal Mr N Cairns cairnsn1@dartonacademy.org.uk

Assistant Principal Mrs H Gregory gregoryh@dartonacademy.org.uk

Learning Manager Miss V Houghland houghlandv@dartonacademy.org.uk

SENCO Mrs H Travis travisH@dartonacademy.org.uk

CTL contact details

English Mrs J Russell russellJ6@dartonacademy.org.uk

Maths Mr C Ashley ashleyC@dartonacademy.org.uk

Science Mrs A Rushforth rushfortha@dartonacademy.org.uk

History Mr M Nolan nolanM2@dartonacademy.org.uk

Geography Mrs K Stephenson stephensonK@dartonacademy.org.uk 

MFL Ms S Atkinson atkinsonS3@dartonacademy.org.uk

ICT/Business Mr Z Iqbal iqbalZ@dartonacademy.org.uk

Performance Mrs N Powell powellN@dartonacademy.org.uk

Art Mrs A Hudson hudsonA@dartonacademy.org.uk

Technology Mrs K Penney penneyK@dartonacademy.org.uk

Life/RE Mrs D Considine considineD@dartonacademy.org.uk

PE Mr M Wade wadem4@dartonacademy.org.uk



FAQsFAQs 

How many subjects do I have to choose?

All students will choose two subjects this year. They will also choose whether they would prefer to study 
geography or history.
Some students will also choose to continue with French or Spanish.

What is a BTEC qualification?

A BTEC is a subject that is partly assessed using coursework. Typically, it suits students who perform better in 
classwork than in examinations, providing they work to complete all the tasks set to a high standard, but many 
BTEC courses now include an external examination or assessment. Most GCSEs are examined at the end of the 
course, but some do have coursework elements.

What is a Cambridge National Qualification (OCR)?

These are broad and engaging level 1 and level 2 qualifications that equip students with applied knowledge 
and associated practical skills. Similar to a BTEC qualification, they will have a coursework element to them.

Are BTEC subjects and Cambridge Nationals worth the same as GCSE subjects?

Yes. All subjects are worth the equivalent of one GCSE. The equivalent grade will be dependent upon student 
performance. 

Can I do a mixture of BTEC, Cambridge National and GCSE subjects?

Yes, that is absolutely fine. 
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Will I get my first choices?

Whilst we endeavour to give every student their first-choice options, on occasion we do have to allocate some 
back-up choices, so it is important that you select backup choices that you are willing and able to do. If you 
are not allocated your first choice, a member of the senior leadership team will discuss this with you and your 
family.

Can I do Triple Science as part of my options?

We offer triple science as individual GCSEs for students who show exceptional aptitude for Science as part of 
our guided pathways. This would take up one of the free choice option slots. At this stage if you are interested 
in this, please indicate in the box on the option form and we will discuss it with you. Students following Triple 
Science will achieve GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics.

Do I have to continue in French/Spanish? 

GCSE French/Spanish are valued by universities and employers and are increasingly important in today’s 
global community. Some students will be guided to opt for GCSE French/Spanish based upon their aptitude in 
the subject.

If I start a subject and later realise that I have made a mistake, what can I do?

There are only three weeks at the start of term when we look at requests for changes and make them if we 
can. Sometimes subject groups are full and students are unable to move but we do our best to help. By the 
end of the first three weeks of the autumn term, we have to stop making any changes as you will have missed
too much work to begin a new subject. 
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