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21 January 2022 

 

Ref: EBR/JRI 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Another short update letter this week with our usual reminders attached to the end. 

 

Covid-19 Vaccinations 

We will be receiving more info in the coming weeks about the next round of Covid vaccines and we will share 

this information with you as soon as we receive it. 

 

Y11 Parents’ Information Evening 

A big thank you to the parents who attended Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening yesterday.  We are looking 

forward to releasing the Year 11 mock results at Parents’ Evening next week.  As a reminder this will take place 

on Thursday 27th January between 4.00pm until 7:00pm.  If you have had any difficulty in making appointments 

please contact Mr Craig via info@dartonacademy.org.uk and he will get back to you to arrange an update. 

 

Covid 19 

The DFE have advised that from Thursday 20 January, face coverings are no longer recommended in 

classrooms and teaching spaces for staff, and pupils and students in Year 7 and above.  In light of the new 

guidance on the relaxing of wearing face coverings in schools, due to the current number of cases in this area 

we will be reviewing our stand on this by Wednesday next week as we are expecting further guidance from 

local directors of Public Health. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Thursday 27 January - Year 11 Parents’ Evening/Year 11 Interim Reports to parents 

Friday 28 January – Year 7 to 10 Interim Reports to parents 

Tuesday 8 February - Online Safety Day 

Thursday 10 February – Year 9 Options Evening 

Friday 18 February – students break up for half term 

Monday 28 February – Inset Day 

 

 

With very best wishes, hoping you have a lovely weekend. 

 

 

 

Mrs E Briggs    

Principal 
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Pastoral Care 

For academic issues your first point of contact would be your child’s form tutor.  Pastoral care issues should be 

directed to your child’s Learning Manager, in the first instance, as below: 

Year 7   Mrs Simmons   Simmonsm1@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 8  Miss Hall  HallK5@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 9  Miss Houghland Houghlandv@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 10 Mrs Dearing  Hillierd@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 11  Mrs Woodhouse Woodhousel@dartonacademy.org.uk 

 

Covid-19 Information 

If you’re a contact of someone with COVID-19 (any variant), it’s strongly encouraged that you take a rapid 

lateral flow test every day for 7 days. If the daily test remains negative, you do not need to isolate. 

This daily testing applies to: 

• fully vaccinated adults – minimum two jabs 

• all children aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their vaccination status 

• people who can prove they are unable to be vaccinated for clinical reasons 

• people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19 vaccine. 

Under 5s are exempt from self-isolation and do not need to test daily. 

Unvaccinated adults will still be required to isolate for the 10-day period. 

 

Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms or a positive test result should stay at home and self-isolate immediately. You 

no longer need to have a PCR test, but we would strongly advise you to take one as soon as possible. This still 

applies even if you have received one or more doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are 

a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months (student should continue to attend as normal) 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a 

positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised 

to do so.  

 

Further guidance on the information regarding self-isolation can be found at Stay at home: guidance for 

households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Pupils who are a close contact of someone who has symptoms or confirmed COVID-19  

Pupils who have been identified as a close contact of a suspected or confirmed case of the Omicron variant 

of COVID-19, irrespective of vaccination status and age, will be contacted directly, required to self-isolate 

immediately and asked to book a PCR test. They will be informed by the local health protection team or NHS 

Test and Trace if they fall into this category and provided with details about self-isolation. 

 

Pupils are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 who is not a 

suspected or confirmed case of the Omicron variant, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19 who is 

not a suspected or confirmed case of the Omicron variant, and any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
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