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Ref: EBR/JRI 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to this week’s Principal’s Update.  It has been a busy week in school this week. Students in all year 

groups have been completing assessments/mock exams which have been going well.  

 

Year 11 Update 

Over 100 of our Year 11 students continued to prepare for their Post 16 choices by visiting New College 

Pontefract on Thursday 2 December. The students were involved in a taster day, sampling everything that sixth 

form college life has to offer. The day was a huge success, and we look forward to supporting our students over 

the coming weeks and months, ensuring they have the aspiration and grades to fulfil these ambitions. 

 

Assessment Information 

Next week will see Year 11 continue with their autumn mock exams, with other year groups doing their 

assessments in class. The following assessments will also take place in the sports hall or lecture theatre: 

• Year 7 English - Sports Hall 

• Year 10 Languages - Lecture Theatre 

• Year 9 English - Sports Hall 

 

Health and Safety 

A polite reminder of our expectations regarding dropping off and collecting students from school site.  It is a 

school expectation that parents, carers and visitors to the site will not:-  

• Park or drop off on double yellow lines. 

• Park on grassed areas 

• Park in disabled bays without a blue badge. 

• Will not drive up the school drive between 7.55am and 8.30am 

• Exceed 5 mph 

 

Covid-19 

The DFE will be releasing some further updated guidance on the rules around Covid-19 testing for when 

students return in January.  Further information will follow. 

 

Uniform  

Can I thank you for your support in ensuring that our students look as smart as they do and are proud to wear 

the Darton Academy uniform. Information about uniform can be found on pages 4 and 5 of the Student 

Planner and also on the academy website using the following link Uniform - Darton Academy. As a reminder 

black trousers or black skirts should be worn (ideally the 'Delta skirt') and skirts should be knee length and not 

made from stretch, lycra, denim, canvas or jersey material. 

 

Can you please ensure, in line with our uniform policy, that no jewellery items are worn to school, should 

such items be seen in school they will be confiscated and a detention issued. 

 

Face coverings 

A reminder from our letter earlier this week, face coverings should be worn in communal areas in all settings by 

staff, visitors and students, unless they are exempt. This includes in corridors during lesson changeover, at breaks 

and lunchtime (except for when students are eating) and on arrival to and leaving from the academy 

grounds.   

 

 

http://www.dartonacademy.org.uk/
mailto:info@dartonacademy.org.uk
https://www.dartonacademy.org.uk/knowledge-base/uniform/


Darton Academy 
Ballfield Lane, Darton, Barnsley, S75 5EF 

Tel: 01226 232306 

www.dartonacademy.org.uk 

info@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Principal: Elaine Briggs 

 

Book Buzz 

This year, our school is taking part in BookTrust’s Bookbuzz programme, which aims to get children reading. All of 

our Year 7, 8 and 9 students chose one book out of seventeen Bookbuzz titles, which they get to keep 

forever!  This choice will help them discover what gets them turning the page, both at school and at home. 

Bookbuzz is run by BookTrust, the UK’s largest children’s reading charity that transforms lives by getting children 

and families reading. Each year BookTrust reaches 3.9 million children across the UK with books, resources, and 

support to help deliver a love of reading. To find out more about BookTrust visit booktrust.org.uk. We hope that 

Bookbuzz will encourage your child to read more frequently, which will help improve their wellbeing, spark 

interesting conversations, and inspire creativity 

 

Foodbank 

This year we are once again supporting a local foodbank charity. Our Junior Leadership Team have delivered 

presentations to our form groups this week sharing the information. We will be making our foodbank donation 

to Stairfoot Foodbank, a local charity that operates from Ebenezer Church in Stairfoot. The foodbank receives 

many referrals from various organisation who support people in our town. As a charity they give out 

approximately 30 foodbank parcels on a weekly basis to support individuals and families in our town. Donations 

such as the one we will be making are essential in allowing foodbanks to operate and provide the support they 

do.  

 

The foodbank would be thankful for any donations we are able to make. Tinned items (especially vegetables, 

meat and fruit), cereals and long-life milk are especially welcomed as they are provided in every foodbank. At 

this time of year, they also like to provide some festive treats too within their normal food parcels, so donations 

of mince pies, Christmas puddings and selection boxes would also be extremely appreciated.  

 

Students are asked that any donations are brought to the collection point in school when they arrive. Thank 

you so much to our school community for the support that is already being shown to this brilliant charity.  

 

Upcoming Events 

Thursday 16 December – students break up for the holiday 

Friday 17 December – inset day 

Monday 3 January – Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 4 January – students return (further information to be sent out) 

 

Contacts 

Occasionally it may be necessary for you to want to speak to your child’s Learning Manager, please find their 

contact details attached to the end of this letter. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs E Briggs    

Principal 
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Pastoral Care 

For academic issues your first point of contact would be your child’s form tutor.  Pastoral care issues should be 

directed to your child’s Learning Manager, in the first instance, as below: 

 

Year 7   Mrs Simmons   Simmonsm1@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 8  Miss Hall  HallK5@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 9  Miss Houghland Houghlandv@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 10 Mrs Dearing  Hillerd@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 11  Mrs Woodhouse Woodhousel@dartonacademy.org.uk 

 

 

 

Covid-19 Information 

As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will now work with the positive case and/or their 

parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace 

where the positive case specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small 

number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close 

contact. Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms or a positive test result should stay at home and self-isolate 

immediately. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should arrange to have a PCR test as soon as possible. 

This still applies even if you have received one or more doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are 

a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months (student should continue to attend as normal) 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a 

positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised 

to do so.  

 

Further guidance on the information regarding self-isolation can be found at Stay at home: guidance for 

households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

In terms of face coverings students do not need to wear a face covering within the school, although they are 

able to do so if they wish, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn when travelling on public 

or dedicated transport. 
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