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Communication Survey  

In order to evaluate our communication strategy, we would really welcome your assistance in helping 

us understand what we are doing well and how we can do even better.  
 

If you have not already done so, please could you take a couple of minutes to complete the 

following survey?  
 

Parental Communication Survey  

Ref: GSM/JRI 
 

12 November 2021 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Welcome to this week’s Principal’s update, apologies as it is a lengthy letter this week as we have several 

updates for you.  We are asking for feedback through some links below and would be grateful if you could 

complete these for us. 
 

Anti Bullying Week 

There will be a number of activities this week, including an assembly, as part of Anti-Bullying Week 2021. 

These will be available for you to view at home in the ‘News’ section of our website. The focus of the week is 

‘One Kind Word’. We are continuing to work towards our anti-bullying pledge which was developed by our 

Student Voice Group: 
 

At Delta Darton we will work with all students, families and staff to eradicate bullying in our community. 
 

In terms of our next steps in this area we are asking all members of the community to complete a short 

survey, and these can be found at the links below: 
 

Student Survey:   https://forms.office.com/r/imDcFvirMR 
 

Parent/Carer Survey:  https://forms.office.com/r/QiYRYmdk3T 
 

We have enhanced the ways in which students can report any issues they have in school through an 

anonymous ‘drop-box’ in our reception area which has proven to be a popular addition. There is also a 

‘Tellus’ button on our website as another way for students to log any concerns they may have. This can be 

accessed at the following link: Pupil Safety - Darton Academy  
 

The Anti-Bullying Alliance, who organise the national Anti-Bullying Week also have some very useful 

information to support Parents/Carers, and these can be found at the link below: 

For Parents and Carers (anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk)  
 

We have recently signed up to the Anti-Bullying Ambassador scheme in conjunction with the Princess Diana 

Award Trust. They will be delivering training to some of our students who will then become our qualified 

school bullying ambassadors.  
 

The Diana Award Anti-Bullying Campaign engages young people, parents and teachers to change the 

attitudes, behaviour and culture of bullying by building skills and confidence to address different situations, 

both online and offline. We are really excited to launch this new programme for the first time this year.  
 

We are also very keen to involve you in our future developments in this area and if you are interested in 

doing so, please email me directly at smithg15@dartonacademy.org.uk 
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Remembrance Day 

This week saw the tenth anniversary of Private Matthew Thornton’s death.  Matthew was an ex-pupil at 

Darton High School who was killed in Afghanistan and his mum Sue worked at Darton High School and 

Darton College.  Each year we come together as a school community to remember the passing of those 

who are no longer with us including Matthew and the many others who have given their lives for us.  The 

students participated in activities during period 1 and 2 to help them understand the sacrifices that so many 

have given for us and then participated in an assembly to remember those who have fallen.  A small 

number of cadets, scouts and guides then conducted a private memorial ceremony for the parents of 

those students who have died.  Our Head boy Will Bridges and Head girl Ruby Fawdington-Fisher read 

poems to pay tribute before the laying of a wreath in the memorial garden. 
 

Careers Day – Friday 19 November – Helping all of our students to be Future Ready 

On Friday 19 November 2021 there will be an opportunity for Darton Academy students to take part in a 

careers event organised by the academy. On that day there will be a number of post-16 providers putting 

on an exhibition for Darton Academy students. The event will take place in the sports hall and individual 

year groups will be invited to attend the exhibition at some point during the day.  
 

The providers have come from a whole range of backgrounds including further education colleges, higher 

education colleges and universities, as well as local employers and providers of apprenticeships. 
 

The aim of the day is to give Darton Academy students an idea of what to expect when they leave the 

academy in order to progress with their careers post-16 and also to help raise awareness of the career paths 

available to them 
 

During the day the students will undertake the following activities: - 
 

• A visit to the careers event where they will be able to discuss any questions they may have with the 

providers. 

• Follow-up activities based on any information they have discovered. 

• A 20-minute Future Friday event delivered in form time by Sheffield University 

• Aspects of careers in the curriculum based around the subjects they will be taking during the day. 
 

I am sure it will be a thoroughly enjoyable experience for your child and will give them a very positive insight 

into the possibilities for their future. 
 

Students will be given a workbook on the day to work through and will be asked to bring this home, to 

discuss with you the information they have discovered. A short survey will be sent out to parents and 

students as part of the evaluation of the day and we would be grateful if you could complete this. 
 

Remote Learning 

Thank you all once again for your support in encouraging isolating students to access their learning online 

and for your feedback on our remote learning provision. Please see the updated information attached to 

the bulletin regarding our expectations. This now includes a contact list of key members of staff who would 

be happy to support with any issues around the work being set on Teams. 
 

Once again, thank you for your continued support and I do hope you have a lovely weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mr G Smith  

Vice Principal 
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