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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

What a first half term our Year 11 students had. The first half term of a student’s final year of high school 

can often be a daunting prospect, especially when we consider the past 20 months or so. However, 

our Year 11 students took the new year in their stride, continuing to impress us with their respect, 

responsibility and resilience. This new half term will challenge them further, as they approach the 

important mock exam period. 

 

The purpose of this letter is to give parents as much information as possible for the half term, and in fact 

year, ahead, so you can play your part in supporting your children in the weeks and months to come. 

 

Below is some key information I am sure you will find useful: 

 

November/December Mock Exam Period – 29 November – 16 December: 

The recent assessments were a good opportunity for us to gauge where our students are currently at 

with regards to their knowledge and gaps in knowledge, helping us to ensure we can be laser-like 

when targeting content of learning to make sure our students are prepared for the year ahead.  

 

Now students have had their feedback from these assessments, they can prepare for the upcoming 

mock exam period with confidence. The full mock exam period is attached and outlines when all of 

the exams will be sat. Here is a link to the page on our website Exams Schedule - Darton Academy 

 

The link below will also take you to the revision page on our website, allowing you to support your child 

as this busy, and important, period approaches.  

Revision strategies - Darton Academy  

 

After-school enrichment: 

As always, we place a great deal of value on the intervention and support we offer our Year 11 

students during their final year at Darton Academy. We expect all of our students to make the most of 

the enrichment we offer after school, as we know attendance at these sessions plays a key role in our 

recent great results. Please encourage your child to attend the sessions below: 

• Monday – science or history or geography (ALL students) 

• Wednesday – maths (ALL students) 

• Thursday – English (ALL students) 

• Friday – languages (ALL students doing a language) 

 

Careers Day – Friday 19 November – Helping all of our students to be Future Ready 

On Friday 19 November 2021 there will be an opportunity for Darton Academy students to take part in 

a careers event organised by the academy. On that day there will be a number of post-16 providers 

putting on an exhibition for Darton Academy students. The event will take place in the sports hall and 

individual year groups will be invited to attend the exhibition at some point during the day.  
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The providers have come from a whole range of backgrounds including further education colleges, 

higher education colleges and universities, as well as local employers and providers of apprenticeships. 

 

The aim of the day is to give Darton Academy students an idea of what to expect when they leave the 

academy in order to progress with their careers post-16 and also to help raise awareness of the career 

paths available to them. 

 

Students will be given a workbook on the day to work through and will be asked to bring this home, to 

discuss with you the information they have discovered. A short survey will be sent out to parents and 

students as part of the evaluation of the day. 

 

Sheffield University Trip – 22 November 2021 

Many of our Year 11 students will visit Sheffield University on 22 November. The aim of the day is to give 

students a taste of university life and see the opportunities presented by gaining a place in higher 

education. It promises to be an enlightening day for our students. 

 

New College Pontefract Taster Day – 2 December 2021 

A group of Darton Academy students have opted to take part in a taster day at the extremely 

successful New College Pontefract Sixth Form College. We are keen for our students to hear from, and 

visit, as many local providers as possible over the weeks ahead, making sure they are fully aware of 

what is on offer for them upon successful completion of year 11. We look forward to hearing what our 

students think of the college. 

 

How you can support your child 

As a parent your role is perhaps the most difficult this year. I ask that you discuss the contents of this 

letter with your child and help them to prepare for the weeks and months ahead. We all know that it 

takes determination, hard work and the ability to bounce back to make a success of year 11. You, me 

and all the staff here at Darton Academy will be there supporting them and wishing them every 

success during the half term ahead.  

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or concerns. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr Craig  

Associate Vice Principal 
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