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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to this week’s Principal’s Update. 

 

Good News 

It was a real pleasure to end our first ‘normal’ half term for a long time with our ‘Life’ day. Our three external 

providers all commented on how impressed they were with our students’ attitudes and efforts throughout the 

day. 

We hope you managed to see some of our twitter updates, however we will be sending greater detail of the 

day when we return.  

Thirty six of our students have been awarded their Bronze Tri star this week – a huge achievement and very well 

done to them all. 

Covid-19 

As numbers remain high throughout local communities, positive cases in school remain thankfully low in 

comparison.  We therefore urge families to continue with twice weekly testing throughout the holiday, and 

especially before students return on 1 November.  As always, further guidance is attached to the end of this 

update.  

 

Leading Parent Partnership Award 

We are currently working towards a school improvement award called Leading Parent Partnership Award 

(LPPA). In order to evaluate our current provision, we would really welcome your assistance in helping us 

understand what we are doing well and how we can do even better.   Please could you take a couple of 

minutes to complete the following survey?  

https://forms.office.com/r/6xTk5GjRCG 

 

If you would like more information about the LPPA, please follow this link to our website: 

Awards - Darton Academy 

 

Home Learning 

Thank you very much for your support this half-term with ensuring that your children have logged onto their 

Teams and completed their assignments. The same expectations of remote learning will continue once our 

students return from their well-earned break.   

 

If anyone has any comments, suggestions, or concerns with our provision, please contact Mr Kilner: 

kilnerd@dartonacademy.org.uk . 

 

Punctuality  

As a reminder the school day begins at 8.25am and we expect all students to have crossed the 'blue line' by 

8.20am to allow them to be sat in lessons ready for learning to start at 8.25am. Students who arrive after this time 

will be issued with a detention for the following day. We are so proud of the way students move between lessons 

throughout the day, but a minority of students arrive late to lessons. We will continue to praise and reward 

students who do meet these expectations, but please be aware that students who are late to their lesson 

without a valid reason will be issued with a C4 late and placed in a detention. 
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Uniform  

Can I thank you for your support in ensuring that our students look as smart as they do and are proud to wear the 

Darton Academy uniform. Information about uniform can be found on pages 4 and 5 of the Student Planner 

and also on the academy website using the following link Uniform - Darton Academy  . Can you please ensure 

that no jewellery items should be worn, and should such items be seen in school they will be confiscated. As a 

reminder black trousers or black skirts should be worn (ideally the 'Delta skirt') and that skirts should be knee 

length and not made from stretch, lycra, denim, canvas or jersey material. 

 

SPT Uniforms are the approved provider of Delta uniform. They offer an excellent service to ensure that ordering 

your child’s academy uniform is easy and stress-free. The online store offers a simple way to order all your 

academy uniform in one place. Due to the current Covid 19 situation, ordering online with direct home delivery 

is the safest way to order your uniform. To help you in these difficult times SPT Uniforms have reduced the 

postage cost for all orders placed online to £1.99 and FREE delivery for all orders over £26. 

 

To order uniform and for more information please visit www.sptuniforms.co.uk SPT Uniforms have produced some 

videos to help you measure for uniform. 

 

Autumn Safety Leaflet  

We have attached a student safety leaflet to this email which provides information on staying safe in the 

community, staying safe on-line and some guidance around the use of Netflix. 

 

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and I hope you all have a lovely half term 

break. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs E Briggs    

Principal 
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Covid-19 Information 

As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will now work with the positive case and/or their 

parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace 

where the positive case specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small 

number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close 

contact. Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms or a positive test result should stay at home and self-isolate 

immediately. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should arrange to have a PCR test as soon as possible. 

This still applies even if you have received one or more doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are 

a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months (student should continue to attend as normal) 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a 

positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised 

to do so.  

 

Further guidance on the information regarding self-isolation can be found at Stay at home: guidance for 

households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

In terms of face coverings students do not need to wear a face covering within the school, although they are 

able to do so if they wish, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn when travelling on public 

or dedicated transport. 
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