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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

At Darton Academy, we know that completing home learning is essential to long-term academic success. It 

allows our students to extend their learning and to reinforce what has been learnt in class. Our KS3 home 

learning policy for this year will be as follows: 

 

Every day, your child will be expected to study for around one hour. Home learning will be in three 20 minute 

parts:   

 

1. Knowledge Organisers and quizzing. 
2. Reading for pleasure. 
3. Hegarty Maths for Year 9 or Sparx Maths for Year 7 and Year 8 

 

Knowledge Organisers and Quizzing  

How to revise and retain information is a key skill which every student needs to gain, particularly when new 

GCSE specifications require students to be able to retain large quantities of information. Considering this we 

want to equip students with the skills to revise as early as possible, so they do not become overwhelmed when 

starting their GCSE’s. 

 

Students in years 7,8 and 9 will be issued a Knowledge Organiser termly. Within the Knowledge Organiser is 

the key information your child needs to know for their core curriculum areas. Your child should try and learn 

the knowledge within the organiser, using the strategies as outlined in their booklets e.g mind maps/flashcards 

or summaries. Your child must bring their Knowledge Organiser to school every day where it will be checked 

on the blue line and take it home every evening. Each student will be issued with a Knowledge Organiser and 

home learning exercise book to record their home learning. 

 

Students will be quizzed by their class teachers to give students the opportunity to test themselves on the 

knowledge they have practiced from their knowledge organisers and see how well they have retained it. 

Students will have an assembly week commencing Monday 4 October explaining how to use the Knowledge 

Organisers. The organisers will be issued to students following this assembly. Information on how to support your 

child at home will also be available via our school website.  

 

Reading for Pleasure  

Like anything else, reading is a skill that becomes better with practice. The objective of reading for pleasure 

is to increase your child’s sense of achievement, confidence and develop their vocabulary – but most of all, 

for your child to learn to enjoy reading. We encourage your child to challenge themselves with their choice 

of reading material. Your child should try to read a range of fiction across genres with increasing levels of 

difficulty. Regularly reading for pleasure will have enormous benefits across your child’s subject areas and is 

heavily linked to success in later life. 

 

Hegarty Maths/Sparx Maths  

Maths home learning provides your child with the opportunity to become more fluent with their maths skills 

and practice what they have learnt in lessons. Your child’s Maths teacher will be demonstrating how to access 

this home learning to students in their timetabled lessons. 
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Rewards 

At Darton Academy we want to reward hard work and effort. Knowledge Organisers will be checked by your 

child’s form tutor each week and students will be selected for praise during their weekly praise assembly. 

Where students are not completing home learning you will be informed and persistent failure to hand it in will 

result in a C4 homework detention being issued. 

 

At home, please support your child by ensuring that they have a quiet environment to do their home learning. 

It is important that your child gets into positive and effective study habits now so that they can fulfil their 

learning potential. We would suggest that students use the timetable below for their knowledge organiser 

work to organise their time. 

 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
English  Maths  Science  History  / MFL  Geography  
 

If your child is struggling with any aspect of their home learning, then please encourage them to go and see 

their subject teacher. Home learning clubs are also available as part of our enrichment offer where computers 

will be available for those who may require internet access.  

 

We thank you in advance for your support with home learning. Please don’t hesitate to contact me should 

you have any further questions on: ChipchaseE@dartonacademy.org.uk 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

E. Chipchase 
 

Ms E Chipchase 

Assistant Principal 
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