
                                                                 Curriculum Overview Plan                                  Subject:  

                                                                                     What will they learning, why and in what order? 

 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Statement 

 

 

“If you don't know history, then you don't know anything. You are a leaf that doesn't know it is part of a tree.” - Michael Crichton 

 

“The biggest history bestsellers are invariably about catastrophes and adversity, tyranny and oppression. About war, war, and, to spice things up a 

little, war. And if, for once, there is no war, then we’re in what historians call the interbellum: between wars.”- Rutger Bregman, Humankind 

 

Our core principles within the History Department at Darton Academy are: 

• To allow young people to make sense of the present by exploring the past. 

• To prepare Darton students for the ‘real world’ as knowledgeable, respectful and empathetic young adults. 

• To embed a love of learning, academic resilience and an inquisitive nature that is carried on throughout adulthood. 

 

History gives us the opportunity to understand who we are, why we are here and where we came from. Often studying History can raise more 

questions than it answers, and it is with that inquisitive nature in mind that History lessons at Darton Academy are built. It is extremely significant, more 

so given recent events, that young people are able to make some sense of the world around us, and place it into a wider local, national and global 

context, to truly understand that we are not individual ‘leaves’, but instead part of a larger network of ‘trees’. We are also passionate that learning 

History should not be all ‘adversity, tyranny and oppression’, and build in opportunities to study ordinary people, places and experiences. It is with 

that in mind, that young people are able to draw comparisons and similarities, therefore developing a comprehension of different cultures. This may 

include the life of a young volunteer from the local community, off to fight the ‘Hun in the ‘Barnsley Pals’ in WWI, an Ancient Greek doctor, or that of 

a Tudor monarch facing a multitude of difficult political decisions. Indeed, in a time of rapidly polarising political opinion, it is significant to remember 

that ‘the past is a foreign country: they do things differently there’. We do not shield our students from rigorous language, and present source 

material and historical interpretation in its original form, developing the academic resilience required to become lifelong learners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Coverage, content, structure and sequencing 

Expert Students 

 

Key Learning: 

knowledge 

and skills including 

local context 

 

 

Assessment: 

How will you assess the 

impact of teaching? 

 

Year 10 

 

Medicine in Britain, c1250–present & The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the 

trenches. 

 

Units: 

 

1. c1250–c1500: Medicine in medieval England 

2. c1500–c1700: The Medical Renaissance in England 

3. c1700–c1900: Medicine in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain 

4. c1900–present: Medicine in modern Britain 

5. The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches 

 

Paper 1 Specific Skills 

 

• Students will be assessed on their knowledge and understanding. Questions will target: 

• Similarity & difference 

• Change  

• Continuity 

• Turning points 

• Consequences of change 

• Historical enquiry: to analyse, evaluate and use contemporary sources to make substantiated judgements, 

 

 

 Assessment: 

• Weekly in-class exam questions, marked and reflected upon during the following lesson. 

• End of unit exam-style assessments, with whole cohort feedback by CTL and independent feedback by classroom teacher. 

• Mock examination / assessment with whole cohort feedback by CTL and independent feedback by classroom teacher 

 



Confident 

Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 

Vocabulary 

 

Tier 2: 

 

Bacteria 

Circulation 

Compound 

Dissolution 

DNA 

Famine 

Germ 

Hygiene 

Literacy 

Local anaesthetic 

Microscope 

NHS 

Propaganda 

Provenance 

Quarantine 

Renaissance 

Secular 

Theory 

Transplant 

Vaccination 

 

 

 

Tier 3: 

 

Alchemy 

Amputation 

Anatomy Antibiotics 

Antibodies 

Apothecary 

Astrology 

Barber Surgeon 

Black Death 

Carbolic Acid 

Chloroform 

Cholera 

Enlightenment 

Gangrene 

Genome 

Inoculation 

Laissez-Faire 

Malnutrition 

Miasma 

Microbe 

Neurosurgery 

No-man’s Land 

Physician 

Printing Press 

Quack Doctor 

Radiology 

RAMC 

Royal Society 

Salient 

Shellshock 

Smallpox 

Spontaneous Generation 

TB 

Vivisection 

X-Ray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Year 10 Year 11 

Expert Students 

 

Key Learning: 

knowledge 

and skills including 

local context 

 

 

Assessment: 

How will you assess the 

impact of teaching? 

 

Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 

 

Units: 

1. Key topic 1: Queen, government and religion, 1558–69 

2. Key topic 2: Challenges to Elizabeth at home and abroad, 

1569–88 

3. Key topic 3: Elizabethan society in the Age of Exploration, 

1558–88 

 

The American West, c1835–c1895 

 

Units: 

 

1. Key topic 1: The early settlement of the West, c1835–c1862 

2. Key topic 2: Development of the plains, c1862–c1876 

3. Key topic 3: Conflicts and conquest, c1876–c1895 

 

Paper 2 Specific Skills 

 

• Students will be assessed on their knowledge and 

understanding. Questions will target: 

• Consequence 

• Significance (of specified events in relation to situations 

and unfolding developments) 

• Analytical narrative (requiring students not only to 

describe what happened, but also to analyse events to 

find connections that explain the way in which events 

unfolded). 

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 

 

Units: 

 

1. Key topic 1: The Weimar Republic 1918–29 

2. Key topic 2: Hitler’s rise to power, 1919–33 

3. Key topic 3: Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933–39 

4. Key topic 4: Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–39 

 

Paper 3 Specific Skills: 

 

• Questions focusing solely on knowledge and understanding will 

target causation.  

• Analyse and evaluate contemporary sources and later 

interpretations.  

• Use a range of evidence that can be used to reach conclusions. 

• Use varying examples of evidence and consider ways in which it 

could give rise to and support different interpretations.  

• Understanding a range of reasons why interpretations may differ, 

with an awareness that differences based on conclusions drawn 

from evidence are legitimate and can be explained.  

• Evaluate given interpretations using own knowledge of the period. 

Assessment: 

• Weekly in-class exam questions, marked and reflected 

upon during the following lesson. 

• End of unit exam-style assessments, with whole cohort 

feedback by CTL and independent feedback by classroom 

teacher. 

• Mock examination with whole cohort feedback by CTL and 

independent feedback by classroom teacher. 

Assessment: 

• Weekly in-class exam questions, marked and reflected upon during 

the following lesson. 

• End of unit exam-style assessments, with whole cohort feedback by 

CTL and independent feedback by classroom teacher. 

• Mock examination with whole cohort feedback by CTL and 

independent feedback by classroom teacher. 



Confident 

Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 

Vocabulary 

 

 

 

Add Elizabethan Words 

Tier 2: 

 

Monarchy 

Christianity 

Rebellion 

Heir 

Trade 

Parliament 

Vatican 

Hierarchy 

Architecture 

Poverty 

Monopoly 

 

Tier 3: 

 

Catholicism 

Protestantism 

Puritanism 

Gentry 

Circumnavigation 

Armada 

Justice of the Peace 

Privy Council 

Patronage 

Vagabond 

Relief 

 

 

Tier 2: 

Hierarchy 

Survival 

Migration 

Trail 

Warrior 

Conflict 

Lawlessness 

Industrialisation 

Settlement 

Quarantine 

 

Tier 3: 

 

Tribal Structure 

The Plains 

Pioneer 

Tier 2: 

Abdication 

Autobahn 
Censorship 

Civil 
servant 

Constitution 
Electorate 

Hyperinflation 
Inflation 

Left /Right-wing politics 
Nationalism 
Paramilitary 
Police state 

Trade 
Unions 
Treaty 

 

Tier 3: 

 

Aryan 

Communism 

Concentration camp 

Crash (economic) 

Edelweiss Pirates 

Enabling Act 

Eugenics 

Freikorps 

Gestapo 

Kristallnacht 

League of Nations 

Mein Kampf 

Propaganda 

Putsch 

Rearmament 

Reichstag 

SA 

Socialism 

SS 

Totalitarianism 

Weimar Republic 



Homesteader 

Rustling 

Missionaries 

Open Range 

Prairies 

Prospector 

Reservations 

 

Future Ready 

 

Careers encounters 

and aspirational 

cultural capital 

Opportunities (inc visits 

and enrichment opps) 

 

• Year 9: Leeds Thackray Medical Museum  

• London Elizabethan England / Medicine trip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The National Holocaust Centre and Museum – Newark 

• Extra-curricular History GCSE revision enrichment 

The Darton Mindset underpins all our core principles and practice = Responsibility, Respect, Resilience. 

 


