
                                                                 Curriculum Overview Plan                                  Subject: Geography  

                                                                                     What will they learning, why and in what order? 

 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Statement 

 

 

What does Geography at KS4 look like at Darton? Ambitious, engaging and relevant. We are passionate that our students leave Darton Academy 

as Geographers. As people who ask questions about our world, who show empathy towards geographical issues that are impacting the planet, who 

use the Geographical knowledge and skills they have developed to piece together the geography of the past, how it has shaped today and how it 

can influence our futures. As Michael Palin emphasised for the Royal Geographical Society ‘Geography is not only up-to-date and relevant, it is 
one of the most exciting, adventurous and valuable subjects to study today. So many of the world's current problems boil down to geography, 
and need the geographers of the future to help us understand them’ We want to take our students through a Geographical journey that instils a 

love of Geography that means in the future our students could play a vital part in understanding and solving issues at a local, national and global 

scale. We want our students to appreciate the importance of Geography, it is not just a stand alone subject, but an interdisciplinary subject that 

weaves its way into so many other subjects, and provides an amazing foundation for many careers and opportunities in our students’ futures.  

 

Our KS4 curriculum is ambitious for our students we follow the AQA GCSE Geography specification. Our lessons are ambitious and require our 

students to be resilient in their learning. We challenge our students in our lessons to become the best geographers they can be. We have sequenced 

the course so that our learning continually builds on prior learning, and our students are continually exposed to the 5 key geographical themes that 

underpin Geography across both key stages; sustainability, climate change, fieldwork, development and globalisation. Lessons require them to 

constantly push themselves and develop their geographical knowledge and skills. They are regularly given opportunities to retrieve the knowledge 

they have learnt, and develop it further. This identifies the many synoptic links within the geography curriculum.  

 

Our KS4 curriculum is engaging. We ensure that up to date and relevant case studies and examples are embedded within lessons. We want our 

students to become responsible citizens, and by ensuring what we teach is up to date, it highlights where geography is in our world and that it is 

constantly happening, it is not just a subject that happens within a classroom.   

 

Our KS4 curriculum is relevant. It ensures that are students feel Geography and see Geography happening around them. We encourage our 

students to be responsible in their geographical journey. We aim to develop students so that they have an awareness of their own individual actions 

and how they can have an impact on the world.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Coverage, content, structure and sequencing 



 Year 10 Year 11 



Expert Students 

 

Key Learning: 

knowledge 

and skills including 

local context 

 

 

Assessment: 

How will you assess the 

impact of teaching? 

 

Throughout year 10 students will complete the following units  

 

Living World 

Knowledge: Ecosystems – small scale (UK Epping Forest) and large 

scale – biomes - Tropical rainforests distribution – characteristics – 

deforestation - causes impacts - management (Amazon Rainforest 

case study, Brazil). Cold environment; distribution – characteristics – 

opportunities – challenges - value and management (Svalbard 

case study) 

Skills: Interpreting photographs, maps, interpreting models e.g. food 

chain and nutrient cycle, compass directions, mean, range, bar 

graph, pie chart, climate graph, lines of latitude, DME. 

 

Coasts 

Knowledge: The Holderness Coastline - physical processes - 

distinctive coastal landforms - erosion and deposition - formations – 

hard and soft management strategies 

Skills: Maps – location - Interpreting photographs –contour - OS 

maps (4 & 6 figure grid references) - relief maps 

 

Resource Management  

Knowledge: Food, water, energy fundamental to human health - 

demand and provision of resources in UK - global demand and 

supply of resources – deficit and surplus and their consequences - 

strategies to increase energy supply 

Skills: Maps – locations – interpreting photographs - choropleth – 

scale – compound line graph – bar chart-flow lines – line graph – 

proportional symbols – DME 

 

Rivers  

Knowledge: River Tees -Boscastle - floods/ South Yorkshire floods - 

physical processes - landforms – erosion – deposition- hard and soft 

engineering - river management 

Skills: Contour - OS maps (4 & 6 figure grid references) - relief maps – 

cross profile – hydrograph 

 

Fieldwork  

Knowledge: Human fieldwork preparation ‘Does housing quality 

increase as you move away from the centre of Barnsley.’ 

Physical fieldwork preparation ‘Do groynes at Hornsea stop 

longshore drift?’ Sequence of fieldwork investigation: Risk 

assessments; Types of data collection; Types of data presentation; 

analysis, conclusion, evaluation. Unseen fieldwork 

Skills: Analysing; photos, graphs, maps; Statistical: mean, mode, 

range, median, line of best fit; Data interpretation; Data 

presentation, GIS 

 

Throughout year 11 students will complete the following units  

 

Economic World 

Knowledge: Causes & consequences of uneven development - strategies to 

close the development gap - DTM Nigeria: TNCs, quality of life - impacts of 

economic development 

UK: changing industrial structure - north/south divide - improvements in 

infrastructure 

Skills: Population pyramids - interpreting data from graphs (isoline, flow line) - 

Interpreting maps (global, national) 

 

Hazards retrieval  

Knowledge: Natural hazards, earthquakes and volcanic processes, impacts, 

responses and management. Comparison of Haiti LIC and Japan’s HIC 

earthquake. Weather hazards – Tropical storms, distribution formation, 

characteristics, influence of climate change impacts and management. 

Typhoon Hayian example. UK extreme weather hazards and an example: 

Boscastle or Cumbria Climate change, causes, impacts and management. 

Skills: Maps, models e.g. GACM, satellite images, sketches, pie chart, 

choropleth map, data interpretation, DME, bar charts, isolines pressure, line 

graphs. 

 

Urban retrieval  

Knowledge: Megacities - urban growth creates opportunities and challenges 

for cities in LICs and NEEs - Mumbai & London Challenges including: squatter 

settlements – sanitation – crime – unemployment - urban sprawl. Urban 

change in cities in the UK - sustainability of cities. 

Skills: Maps – locations – interpreting photographs - satellite images – line 

graph – bar chart- proportional symbols – population pyramids – DME 

 

 

 

 

Geographical issues and decision making 

Knowledge – The pre release booklet is released 12 weeks before the exam. It 

will include unseen issues based upon the knowledge gained throughout the 

course.  

Skills: Skills developed throughout the course could be tested and developed.  

 



 

 

Assessment: 

Formative assessment occurs regularly in lessons throughout each 

topic. Summative assessments are carried out using past papers 

and SAMS papers at the end of each topic, and during mock 

examination periods.  

During year 10, paper 1 and paper 2 are covered in mock 

examination periods. Paper 3 fieldwork is assessed towards the end 

of year 10.  

Assessment: 

Formative assessment occurs regularly in lessons throughout each topic. 

Summative assessments are carried out using past papers and SAMS papers 

at the end of each topic, and during mock examination periods. 

 

During mock examination periods all three papers are covered. Initially 

Fieldwork both seen and unseen is assessed with the decision making towards 

the end of the course. 

Confident 

Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 

Vocabulary 

 

 

 

Tier 2:  

Describe 

Explain 

Justify 

Assess 

Calculate 

Identify 

Discuss 

Evaluate 

Evidence  

Distribution  

Suggest 

Anomaly  

Fluctuates 

Cause 

Effect 

Impact 

 

Tier 3: Key Vocabulary  

Tier 2: 

Describe 

Explain 

Justify 

Assess 

Calculate 

Identify 

Discuss 

Evaluate 

Evidence  

Distribution  

Suggest 

Anomaly  

Fluctuates 

Cause 

Effect 

Impact 

 

Tier 3: Key Vocabulary 

Future Ready 

 

Careers encounters 

and aspirational 

cultural capital 

Opportunities (inc visits 

and enrichment opps) 

 

 

During year 10 we carry out two fieldwork visits, one to our local 

town Barnsley and one to the Holderness Coast, visiting 

Flamborough and Hornsea. These locations have been identified as 

they are the most relevant to our students. It allows them to see 

geography happening in locations that they see themselves.  

 

 

Through the economic world topic we discuss the various career opportunities 

that TNCs provide.   

 

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/AQA-8035-SSV.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/AQA-8035-SSV.PDF

