
                                                                Curriculum Overview Plan                                  Subject:  

                                                                                     What will they learning, why and in what order? 

 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Statement 

 

 

We believe that students deserve a broad and ambitious English curriculum, rich in skills and knowledge, which ignites curiosity and prepares them 

well for future learning or employment. Our English curriculum will give students the opportunity to: 

• read complex passages confidently and methodically, in order to breakdown the language and structure to establish and analyse 

meaning; 

• demonstrate mastery of reading through discussion and writing; 

• enjoy a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts which help them to connect with the world around them;  

• develop cultural capital that will help remove barriers to achievement in school, future learning and the world of work; 

• write clearly, fluently and accurately in plain English, showing flair and creativity where appropriate; 

• develop detailed ideas in writing, adapting language to audience and purpose; 

• use a wide range of appropriate and ambitious vocabulary with precision; 

• produce ‘beautiful work’ of which they can be proud; 

• in talk, articulate and express their ideas, views and opinions about a wide range of topics clearly, confidently and respectfully; 

• develop their character, including resilience, confidence and independence, so that they contribute positively to the life of the school, their 

local community and the wider environment. 

 

 Coverage, content, structure and sequencing 

 Year 10 Year 11 

Expert Students 

 

Key Learning: 

knowledge 

and skills including 

local context 

 

 

Assessment: 

How will you assess the 

impact of teaching? 

 

Language   

What we study –reading  

• Critical reading and comprehension   

• Summary and synthesis  

• Evaluation of a writer’s choice of language  

• Comparing texts   

What we study - writing:  

• Producing clear and coherent pieces of extended writing  

• Writing for impact  

• Key focus on written accuracy   

What we study – spoken language:  

• Present information in a clear and coherent manner  

• Respond to questions   

• Consistent use of Standard English  

Literature  

What we study:  

• One play by Shakespeare (Macbeth)  

• One 19th century novel (A Christmas Carol)   

• a selection of poetry since 1789  

• One post 1914 piece of drama (An Inspector Calls)  

• Unseen Poetry   

 

Language  
What we study –reading 

• Critical reading and comprehension  

• Summary and synthesis 

• Evaluation of a writer’s choice of language 

• Comparing texts  
What we study - writing: 

• Producing clear and coherent pieces of extended writing 

• Writing for impact 

• Key focus on written accuracy  
What we study – spoken language: 

• Present information in a clear and coherent manner 

• Respond to questions  

• Consistent use of Standard English 
 

Literature 

What we study: 

• One play by Shakespeare (Macbeth) 

• One 19th century novel (A Christmas Carol)  

• a selection of poetry since 1789 

• One post 1914 piece of drama (An Inspector Calls) 
Unseen Poetry  



Assessment: 

Formal classroom assessment, according to the school calendar, 

will provide summative data to evidence student progress 

periodically. This data will be recorded on our internal tracker, but 

will be used to compare student progress across the academy trust 

to measure our students’ performance. In addition to this, frequent 

formative assessing of student class work will be completed by the 

classroom teacher inline with the school’s feedback policy. Regular 

data analysis, work scrutiny and standardisation will ensure the 

consistency of this across the department.  

Assessment: 

Language  
• Mock trail 1, 2 and 3 

• Weekly demonstrate tasks which will be marked based on the below objectives: 

                            

Literature  
• Mock trail 1, 2 and 3 

• Weekly demonstrate tasks which will be marked based on the below objectives: 

                          



Confident 

Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 

Vocabulary 

 

 

 

Tier 2: 

 

 

 

Tier 3: 

 

Tier 2: 

 

 

 

Tier 3: 

Future Ready 

 

Careers encounters 

and aspirational 

cultural capital 

Opportunities (inc visits 

and enrichment opps) 

 

As our students are immersed in our core GCSE texts, their 

exposure to the complex and challenging themes within them will 

prepare them for the difficult decisions faced in adult life. For 

example, in An Inspector Calls and A Christmas Carol, our pupils 

look at the social impact of greed, of the plight faced by those in 

poverty, the importance of supporting the most vulnerable and 

the enrichment gained from forming strong family bonds. In 

Macbeth, our students will see the impact of when desire and 

ambition outweigh morality, and how by failing to recognise and 

control this, disastrous consequences can ensue.  

To ensure that our students are continually developing their 

communicative skills which will be critical in their future careers, we 

aim to frequently push our students to write purposeful, non-fiction 

texts based around engaging topics relevant to their cultural 

context and which are appropriate to their adult lives.  

During key stage 4 we also endeavour to provide every student 

with the opportunity to see the texts performed professionally, 

whether in the theatre or by a traveling drama company.  

 

In English we focus heavily on increasing our students’ cultural capital through 

the texts that we teach and the writing we ask them to produce. This ranges 

from reading about other countries and cultures to writing from different 

perspectives for different purposes. 

Every year we try to ensure that our students get at least one trip to the theatre 

to experience one of the set texts being performed.  

I would also like to begin offering our students taster style lessons for A Level 

English Language and Literature. 

The Darton Mindset underpins all our core principles and practice = Responsibility, Respect, Resilience. 

 


