
                                                                 Curriculum Overview Plan                                  Subject: Construction 

    What will they learning, why and in what order? 

 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Statement 

 

 

This course allows learners to study construction and the built environment, giving them the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and 

understanding of the industry.  They will develop skills such as interpreting and analysing information, identifying the infrastructure required for safe 

and efficient work and in understanding how client needs can shape building design. 

The qualification is 120 GLH, which is the same size and level as a GCSE, is aimed at everyone who wants to find out more about construction and 

the built environment.  It gives learners the opportunity to learn about one of the most important sectors of the UK economy. 

They will study three mandatory units, covering the fundamental knowledge, skills and understanding required in construction technology and 

design: 

● construction technology 
● construction and design 
● scientific and mathematical application for construction. 

They will build on the knowledge gained in the mandatory units by studying the optional unit exploring carpentry and joinery principles and 

techniques. This will provide the learner with an opportunity to develop a wider understanding and appreciation of a specific aspect of the 

construction industry. 

 Coverage, content, structure and sequencing 

 Year 10 Year 11 

Expert Students 

 

Key Learning: 

knowledge 

and skills including 

local context 

 

 

Assessment: 

How will you assess the 

impact of teaching? 

 

Unit 1 external mandatory - Learning aims 

In this unit you will: 
A understand the structural performance required for low-rise 

construction B explore how sub-structures are constructed 
C explore how superstructures are constructed. 

 

Unit 2 internal mandatory - Learning aims 

In this unit you will: 

A understand the effects of forces and temperature changes on 

materials used in construction 

B use mathematical techniques to solve construction problems. 

 

Unit 3 internal mandatory - Learning aims 

In this unit you will: 

A understand the work of the construction industry 

B understand a client’s needs to develop a design brief for a low-rise building 

C produce a range of initial sketch ideas to meet the requirements of a client 

brief for a low-rise building. 

 

Unit 5 internal optional - Learning aims 

In this unit you will: 
A understand tools, materials and equipment used in carpentry and joinery B 

develop practical skills using safe techniques to produce a timber frame. 

 

Unit 1 – revisit - external mandatory - Learning aims 

In this unit you will: 
A understand the structural performance required for low-rise construction B 

explore how sub-structures are constructed 
C explore how superstructures are constructed. 

Assessment: 

Demonstrate exam questions with Question level analysis. 

End of unit testing where areas of weakness are revisited and 

monitored 

Mock  assessments which are assessed with the exam marking 

scheme. 

Unit 2 Assessments assessed in line with the Btec assessment criteria. 

(25%) 

Mock theory exam 
Actual exam 1st take (25%) 

Assessment: 

Demonstrate exam questions with Question level analysis. 

End of unit testing where areas of weakness are revisited and monitored 

Mock assessments which are assessed with the exam marking scheme. 

Unit 3 Assessments assessed in line with the Btec assessment criteria. (25%) 

Unit 5 Assessments assessed in line with the Btec assessment criteria. (25%) 

 

Mock theory exam 
Actual exam 2nd take (25% highest mark counts) 



Confident 

Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 

Vocabulary 

 

 

 

Tier 2: incorporate WOW words and exam/assessment specific 

language 

 

Tier 3: Subject specific language: Examples - strength, stability, fire 

resistance, thermal insulation, sound insulation, weather resistance, 

sustainability, grading, slump testing, compressive testing, stress 

grading, mortar testing, British Standards, (EN) European numbers, 

composite strength, lateral and vertical restraint, building 

orientation, Preconstruction work, Sub-structure groundworks, 

Superstructures. 

Tier 2: incorporate WOW words and exam/assessment specific language 

 

Tier 3: Subject specific language: examples - designing for appearance, 

aesthetics, designing for sustainability, designing for functionality, designing for 

occupant, public safety, materials, thermal efficiency, alternative energies, 

orientation, carbon footprint, market positioning, site, area, location, access, 

services, concept ideas 

 

Future Ready 

 

Careers encounters 

and aspirational 

cultural capital 

Opportunities (inc visits 

and enrichment opps) 

 

During lessons links to possible careers will be discussed to inspire 

learners.  

Unit1: safety regulations officer, planning officer, construction site 

worker, construction tradesperson, architectural designer. 

 

Unit 2: quantity surveyor, site manager, building designer, materials 

specialist. 

 

This qualification enables learners to develop a theoretical and practical 

knowledge of the built environment alongside some practical skills. It enables 

them to engage with the mathematical and scientific principles that underpin 

the construction industry, and to explore the impact of design through research 

and the application of their own ideas in response to a design brief. It also 

allows them to progress to further study at level 3 of academic and/or 

vocational qualifications in construction and the built environment, engineering 

or design, and to apprenticeships. 

 

Unit 3: Building control officer, architect, environmental officer, designer. 

 

Unit 5: carpenter, joiner, construction tradesperson. 

The Darton Mindset underpins all our core principles and practice = Responsibility, Respect, Resilience. 

 


