
                                                                 Curriculum Overview Plan                                  Subject: Art  

                                                                                     What will they be learning, why and in what order? 

Component 1: Natural World and Emotive Portraiture  

Component 2: Externally Set Task 

 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Statement 

 

 

Chuck Close famously said “Never let anyone define what you are capable of” this inspires the culture that we are cultivating at Darton Academy. 

Our curriculum and environment are carefully designed to grow students who are passionate about creativity and who feel safe and stretched to 

achieve their best but more importantly instil a love of learning, curiosity and achieve educational success. 

 

Vibrant and dynamic, the GCSE Art and Design specification allows students to develop knowledge and understanding during the course through a 

variety of learning experiences and approaches in ways that inspire and bring out the best in all our students, whilst equipping them with the skills to 

continue the subject with confidence at AS, A-level and beyond. The notion of excellence proposed here is broad, it includes academic and artistic 

excellence as well as excellence in character. 

 

Students will demonstrate these skills through the development, refinement, recording, realisation and presentation of their ideas through a portfolio 

and by responding to an externally set assignment. 
 

We believe that students deserve a broad and ambitious Creative Arts curriculum, rich in skills and knowledge, which ignites curiosity and prepares 

them well for future learning or employment.  

Our Creative Arts curriculum will give students the opportunity to: 

• EXPLORE and seek ways of working across the Creative Arts disciplines regardless of their prior skills or experiences. Students are encouraged 

to research movements, genres and styles as well as methodologies that give them new insights into the world of Creative Arts. 

• CREATE and develop confidence to respond to given stimuli, through expressive and visual form whilst demonstrating individuality in their 

approach. 

• EVALUATE and reflect on their own thoughts and outcomes whilst considering their own contextual placement whilst making comparisons 

and contradictions to the work of others. 

• Develop cultural capital that will help remove barriers to achievement in school, future learning and the world of work. 

• Produce a range of outcomes and performances of which they can be proud. 

• Confidently communicate and respectfully articulate and express their ideas, views and opinions about a wide range of historical and 

contemporary influences across creative disciplines. 

• Develop their character, including resilience, confidence and independence, so that they contribute positively to the life of the school, their 

local community, and the wider environment. 

 

 Coverage, content, structure, and sequencing 

 Year 10 (60%) Year 11 (40%) 



Expert Students 

 

Key Learning: 

knowledge 

and skills including 

local context 

 

 

Assessment: 

How will you assess the 

impact of teaching? 

 

 

Component 1: Portfolio of work 

Topics: 

• The Natural World 
• Portraiture and Identity 

 

Students are introduced to a variety of learning experiences, which encourage the 

development of skills through the use of appropriate media, processes, techniques and 

technologies relevant to their chosen title(s) and related area(s) of study. Students should 

show knowledge, understanding and skills in the development of their personal work 

informed by first-hand experiences and appropriate secondary sources. Students should 

be encouraged to progressively develop their own strengths and interests in the subject 

and, increasingly, follow their own lines of enquiry. Students must learn how sources 

inspire the development of ideas. For example, drawing on: 
 • the work and approaches of artists, craftspeople or designers from contemporary 

and/or historical contexts, periods, societies and cultures  
• contemporary and/or historical environments, situations or issues 
• other relevant sources researched by the student in the chosen qualification title and 

area(s) of study 
 • the ways in which meanings, ideas and intentions can be communicated through 

visual and tactile language, using formal elements, including: 
 • colour  
• line 
 • form 
 • shape 
 • tone  
• texture  
• the characteristics, properties and effects of using different media, materials, 

techniques and processes, and the ways in which they can be used in relation to 

students’ own creative intentions and chosen area(s) of study  
• the different purposes, intentions and functions of art, craft and design in a variety of 

contexts and as appropriate to students’ own work. 
Students must demonstrate the ability to:  
• develop their ideas through investigations informed by selecting and critically analysing 

sources 
 • apply an understanding of relevant practices in the creative and cultural industries to 

their work  
• refine their ideas as work progresses through experimenting with media, materials, 

techniques and processes  
• record their ideas, observations, insights and independent judgements, visually and 

through written annotation, using appropriate specialist vocabulary, as work progresses  
• use visual language critically as appropriate to their own creative intentions and 

chosen area(s) of study through effective and safe use of:  
• media  
• materials  
• techniques  
• processes  

  

Component 2: Externally set assignment  
 

AQA will provide a separate externally set 

assignment for each title, each with seven 

different starting points. Students must select and 

respond to one starting point from their chosen 

title. The externally set assignment provides 

students with the opportunity to demonstrate, 

through an extended creative response, their 

ability to draw together different areas of 

knowledge, skills and/or understanding in response 

to their selected starting point. The extended 

creative response must explicitly evidence 

students’ ability to draw together different areas of 

knowledge, skill and/or understanding from initial 

engagement with their selected starting point 

through to their realisation of intentions in the 10 

hours of supervised time. Students must ensure that 

the total submission for Component 2 evidences 

coverage of all four assessment objectives and 

evidence of drawing activity and written 

annotation. Students must identify and 

acknowledge sources which are not their own. 

Externally set assignments will be available to 

students and teachers from 2 January. They must 

be given to students in their entirety and must not 

be edited, changed or abridged in any way. A 

preparation period which can begin on or after 2 

January is followed by 10 hours of supervised 

unaided work in which students are required to 

realise their intentions. Students must not 

undertake any further preparatory studies once 

the first period of supervised time starts. 



• technologies  
• use drawing skills for different needs and purposes, appropriate to context  
• realise personal intentions through sustained application of the creative process. 
 

Assessment: 

 

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 

AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language 

 

Confident 

Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 

Vocabulary 

 

 

 

Tier 2: Link 

 

 

 

Tier 3: Link 

Tier 2: Link 

 

 

 

Tier 3: Link 

Future Ready 

 

Careers encounters 

and aspirational 

cultural capital 

Opportunities (inc visits 

and enrichment opps) 

 

 

Art and Design courses are flexible and stimulate creativity, offering a high degree of choice and a range of different media, processes and techniques. 

All our courses give students the opportunity to produce a portfolio of work that they can show to prospective employers or use to help secure a place in 

higher education. 

 

The Art & Design specification allows for progression from Key Stage 3 whilst providing a strong foundation for further study at AS and A-level as well as 

vocational pathways. To support this progression, the assessment objectives, structure and titles are very similar to those detailed in the AS and A-level Art 

and Design specifications. 
 

Learning through and about the arts enriches the experience of studying while at school as well as preparing students for life after school.  
• Arts subjects encourage self-expression and creativity and can build confidence as well as a sense of individual identity.  
• Creativity can also help with wellbeing and improving health and happiness – many students in the TALE study commented that arts lessons 

acted as an outlet for releasing the pressures of studying as well as those of everyday life.  
• Studying arts subjects also helps to develop critical thinking and the ability to interpret the world around us. 

 

Students will be immersed into virtual galleries through enrichment and can visit local galleries such as The Cooper Art Gallery, The Civic, The Hepworth 

and Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 

 

We have strong networks with professional photographers, publishers, authors, illustrators, and artists to provide a spotlight on careers in the Creative 

industries to support our students to be future ready. 

 

 

The Darton Mindset underpins all our core principles and practice = Responsibility, Respect, Resilience. 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design/teach/command-words
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design/teach/subject-specific-vocabulary
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design/teach/command-words
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design/teach/subject-specific-vocabulary

