
                                                                 Curriculum Overview Plan                                  Subject: MFL French and Spanish  

‘You live a new life for every language you speak.  If you only know one language, you only live once’ Czech proverb. 

 

                                                                                     What will they learning, why and in what order? 

 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Statement 

 

 

The Modern Languages Department at Darton Academy aspires to expose our students to a broad and 

ambitious Modern Languages curriculum, which is rich in skills and knowledge, develops self-efficacy, kindles 

curiosity and promotes diversity and tolerance of other cultures. We want our students to be respectful of the 

interesting and diverse communities around us.  We want our students to show responsibility and pride in their 

conduct and communication abilities.  We want our students to build their resilience in learning a new 

language and moving out of their comfort zones. 

 

Our Modern Languages curriculum gives students the opportunity to use language skills, receptively and 

productively, for communication in the real world, with our visitors, with our Language Assistants, for practical 

purposes, for their immediate needs, interests and beyond and to express and justify opinions.  We build 

confidence in our students to develop their oracy skills, independence and autonomy to access new and 

unfamiliar language through the use of decoding skills brought about by the explicit teaching of phonics and 

sound patterns as they work towards becoming fluent and spontaneous speakers of the foreign language.  

 

Studying a Modern Foreign Language brings its challenges and builds resilience in our learners.  Our silent focus 

tasks are based upon retrieval practice seeking students to pull previously learnt vocabulary and grammatical 

structures from memory and embedding that knowledge.  Newly presented vocabulary and grammar is 

practised through a variety of listening, reading, speaking and writing skills enabling students to familiarise 

themselves with the language and become confident users.   

 

We want our learners to show respect for each other, respect for the language and respect for the diversity of 

cultural differences and tolerances, which in turn help them to grow into well-rounded members of society.  We 

are an inclusive department with equal ambition for all students including those with SEND and PP.  We believe 

everybody is capable of speaking and learning a new language.  We encourage participation in our 

Language Days, Language Trips and Language Competitions, building cultural awareness, future aspirations 

and ambitions. 
 

 Coverage, content, structure and sequencing 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 



Expert Students 

 

Key Learning/ 

knowledge 

and skills including 

local context 

 

 

Students learn to listen, speak, read and write 

basic details about themselves, giving 

information about their family, friends and pets. 

In French they learn about how to form and 

give basic opinions on their likes/dislikes of a 

variety of topics: School, clothes, sport & free-

time and local area. 

 

In Spanish students learn how to introduce 

themselves, say what they like and dislike doing 

in their free-time, at school, and give simple 

details about their family and friends. 

 

Students learn to listen, speak, read and write 

basic details about themselves, giving 

information on a variety of topics in French:  

Holidays, festivals & celebrations, leisure, 

homelife, health. 

 

In Spanish students learn how to describe their 

town, favourite food, and their holidays. 

 

Students learn to develop their French listening, 

speaking, reading and writing skills on the 

following topics: 

Relationships with family and friends 

Marriage/partnership 

Social media 

Mobile technology 

Music 

Cinema and TV 

Food and eating out 

Sport 

Customs and festivals in French-speaking 

countries/communities 

 

In Spanish students learn how to describe their 

favourite holiday destinations, describing local 

areas, shopping for clothes and medications, 

mealtimes and food, and describe their 

favourite music festivals. 

Assessment 

 

How will you assess the 

impact of teaching? 

 

Students complete regular ‘demonstrate’ 

activities in class showing what they have learnt 

in lesson. 

  

At the end of each half-term students 

complete Key Pieces which are end of unit 

tasks assessing their newly acquired skills in 

writing accurately in French/Spanish. 

 
Student also have a termly Delta Assessment, 

based on listening and reading skills. 

Students complete regular ‘demonstrate’ 

activities in class showing what they have learnt 

in lesson. 

  

At the end of each half-term students complete 

Key Pieces which are end of unit tasks assessing 

their newly acquired skills in writing accurately in 

French/Spanish. 

 
Student also have a termly Delta Assessment, 

based on listening and reading skills. 

Students complete regular ‘demonstrate’ 

activities in class showing what they have 

learnt in lesson. 

  

At the end of each half-term students 

complete Key Pieces which are end of unit 

tasks assessing their newly acquired skills in 

writing accurately in French/Spanish. 

 
Student also have a termly Delta Assessment, 

based on listening and reading skills. 



Confident 

Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 

Vocabulary 

 

 

 

Students learn how to confidently 

communicate on the following areas of 

interest:  

Themselves, family, friends and pets. 

Talking about their likes/dislikes on the following 

topics:  

School, clothes, sport & free-time and local 

area. 

 

Students are taught how to use specific topic 

related vocabulary and grammar: 

 

Infinitive verbs and pronouns 

Common regular verbs 

Adjective agreement 

High frequency words 

Simple connectives  

Simple Opinions 

 

Students learn how to confidently communicate 

on the following areas of interest:  

Talk about your likes/dislikes on the following 

topics:  

Holidays, festivals & celebrations, leisure, 

homelife, health. 

 

Students are taught how to use specific topic 

related vocabulary and grammar: 

 

Past and future tenses 

Reflexive verbs 

Comparatives 

High frequency words 

Connectives and time phrases 

Simple opinions and reasons 

 

Students will learn how to confidently 

communicate on the following areas of 

interest:  

Me, my family and friends, Relationships with 

family and friends, Marriage/partnership 

Technology in everyday life, Social media, 

Mobile technology  

Free-time activities, Music, Cinema and TV, 

Food and eating out, Sport  

Customs and festivals in French-speaking 

countries/communities  

Using specific topic related vocabulary and 

grammar: 

Reflexive verbs in the present, past and future 

tenses 

Regular and irregular verbs in the past, present 

and future 

Negatives and comparatives 

Modal verbs and asking questions 

Opinions and justifications 

 

Future Ready 

 

Careers encounters 

and aspirational 

cultural capital 

opportunities 

 

SMSC opportunities recognising similarities and 

differences between cultures are discussed 

and built into lessons on a regular basis. 

 

Students have the opportunity to communicate 

via written correspondence to a pen-pal every 

term. 

 

Regular discussions take place in class on 

‘where will languages take you?’ and the 

benefits of speaking more than one language. 

 

Regular cultural competitions take place 

outside of the classroom: Pancake 

Competition, European Language Day Quiz. 

 

Students get the opportunity to have regular 

conversation time with our French Language 

Assistant. 

SMSC opportunities recognising similarities and 

differences between cultures are discussed and 

built into lessons on a regular basis. 

 

Regular discussions take place in class on 

‘where will languages take you?’ and the 

benefits of speaking more than one language. 

 

Regular cultural competitions take place outside 

of the classroom: Pancake Competition, 

European Language Day Quiz. 

 

Students get the opportunity to have regular 

conversation time with our French Language 

Assistant.  

 

Students get the opportunity to take part in a 

fabulous trip to France sight-seeing Paris, 

Eurodisney, Normandy, Mont St Michel, getting 

to know the local cultures, ordering food and 

drink in a French market. 
 

SMSC opportunities recognising similarities and 

differences between cultures are discussed and 

built into lessons on a regular basis. 

 

Regular discussions take place in class on 

‘where will languages take you?’ and the 

benefits of speaking more than one language. 

 

Regular cultural competitions take place 

outside of the classroom: Pancake 

Competition, European Language Day Quiz. 

 

Students get the opportunity to have regular 

conversation time with our French Language 

Assistant.  

 

Students get the opportunity to take part in a 

fabulous trip to France sight-seeing Paris, 

Eurodisney, Normandy, Mont St Michel, getting 

to know the local cultures, ordering food and 

drink in a French market. 
 

Age  

Related  

Expectations.  

Students learn basic vocabulary in 

French/Spanish. 

They build short phrases: 

Students learn how to build longer sentences in 

French and Spanish using simple connectives, 

two tenses. 

Students build paragraphs (40-90 words) using 

simple connectives, two tenses-three tenses, 

simple opinions and simple reasons. 



Using the Present tense, 

simple connectives, 

simple opinions. 

Simple opinions and adding simple reasons. 

The Darton Mindset underpins all our core principles and practice = Responsibility, Respect, Resilience. 

 


