
                                                                 Curriculum Overview Plan                                  Subject: History 

                                                                                     What will they be learning, why and in what order? 

 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Statement 

 

 

“If you don't know history, then you don't know anything. You are a leaf that doesn't know it is part of a tree.” - Michael Crichton 

 

“The biggest history bestsellers are invariably about catastrophes and adversity, tyranny and oppression. About war, war, and, to spice things up a little, 

war. And if, for once, there is no war, then we’re in what historians call the interbellum: between wars.”- Rutger Bregman, Humankind 

 

Our core principles within the History Department at Darton Academy are: 

• To allow young people to make sense of the present by exploring the past. 

• To prepare Darton students for the ‘real world’ as knowledgeable, respectful and empathetic young adults. 

• To embed a love of learning, academic resilience and an inquisitive nature that is carried on throughout adulthood. 
 

History gives us the opportunity to understand who we are, why we are here and where we came from. Often studying History can raise more questions 

than it answers, and it is with that inquisitive nature in mind that History lessons at Darton Academy are built. It is extremely significant, more so given 

recent events, that young people are able to make some sense of the world around us, and place it into a wider local, national and global context, to 

truly understand that we are not individual ‘leaves’, but instead part of a larger network of ‘trees’. We are also passionate that learning History should 

not be all ‘adversity, tyranny and oppression’, and build in opportunities to study ordinary people, places and experiences. It is with that in mind, that 

young people are able to draw comparisons and similarities, therefore developing a comprehension of different cultures. This may include the life of a 

young volunteer from the local community, off to fight the ‘Hun in the ‘Barnsley Pals’ in WWI, an Ancient Greek doctor, or that of a Tudor monarch 

facing a multitude of difficult political decisions. Indeed, in a time of rapidly polarising political opinion, it is significant to remember that ‘the past is a 

foreign country: they do things differently there’. We do not shield our students from rigorous language, and present source material and historical 

interpretation in its original form, developing the academic resilience required to become lifelong learners. 

 

 

 

 

 Coverage, content, structure and sequencing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 



Expert Students 

 

Key Learning/ 

knowledge 

and skills including 

local context 

 

 

Topic Specific Knowledge 
 
How successful were the Ancients?  

Ancient Greek culture, society, democracy, warfare, myth and 

philosophy; Ancient Greek approaches to health and medicine; 

causes of the Roman invasion of Britain; impact of Roman rule 

of Britain on – society, culture, beliefs, economy, justice and the 

built environment; Roman beliefs about and approaches to 

health and medicine. A local study of the impact of Roman 

Britain – Castleford / York 

• Causation; Consequence; Change and Continuity; 

Chronology; Source Analysis. 

 

How successful was the Norman Conquest of England? 

Decline of the Roman Empire; society, culture and justice in 

Anglo-Saxon England; reasons for Viking invasions of England; 

strengths and weaknesses of England under Alfred the Great; 

succession crisis of and battles of 1066; reasons for William’s 

victory at Hastings; rebellions against William, 1068-69; reasons 

for and impact of the Harrying of the North, 1069; impact of the 

Norman Conquest on society, culture, religion and the built 

environment as well as aspects of continuity. A local study 

linked to any aspect - Sandal Castle. 

• Significance; Causation; Consequence; Diversity; 

Change and continuity; Source Analysis. 

 

What did people believe about the Black Death? 

Life in towns and villages in medieval England e.g. health, 

hobbies, work. The importance of the Christian church to the 

lives of people in Medieval England; the spread of Islam and 

Islamic civilisation in the middle age; beliefs about the causes 

of illness in Britain e.g. natural, supernatural; spreading of the 

Black Death and responses to it; impact and significance of the 

Black Death including the revolt of 1381. 

• Significance; Perspectives; Causation; Consequence; 

Diversity; Change and continuity. 

 

How significant was the English Reformation? 

The power of the monarchy by 1509; power and influence of 
the Catholic Church; growth of the Protestant Church; causes of 
the English Reformation; causes of the dissolution of the 
monasteries; changing nature of religion under Edward VI, 
Mary I and Elizabeth I; long-term impact of the Reformation. A 
local study linked to a monastery/abbey – Monk Bretton. 

Topic Specific Knowledge 
 
The Making of the UK and Britain 1750-1900.  

The topics covered are outlined below: 

 
English Civil War- What were the causes, events, and results of 
the Civil War? Was Oliver Cromwell a hero or a villain? A look at 
what happened in Britain in the 1640s and what the long- and 
short-term causes of the Civil War were, key battles of the war 
and the important people involved. They also look at what the 
eventual consequences were. They make decisions about the 
fairness of the King’s trial and eventual execution. 

• Significance; Perspectives; Causation; Consequence; 

Change and continuity; Chronology; Source Analysis; 

Source Evaluation. 

 
The British Empire-Was the British Empire an Empire to be proud 

of? Reasons for the growth of the British Empire in C18th 

including warfare; colonisation of India – causes and 

consequence; reasons for the Opium Wars with China; 

interpretations of the British Empire’s impact/significance. 
• Significance; Interpretations; Perspectives; Causation; 

Consequence; Diversity; Source Analysis; Source 

Evaluation. 

 
Slavery-Who was most responsible for the abolition of slavery? An 

exploration of the idea and impact of slavery from its early 

starting point through its abolition within the British Empire. It 

looks at that chain of events that led to slaves being captured and 

taken from their homes in Africa, to the development of 

plantations and the lifestyles created for the slaves in America and 

the West Indies and finishes with the changing attitudes towards 

slavery both at home and abroad that led to its abolition and why 

this came about. A local estate/family linked to slave ownership 

or abolition – Cannon Hall  
• Significance; Perspectives; Consequence; Diversity; 

Change and continuity. 

  
The French Revolution- What happened in France in 1789, what 
the long- and short-term causes of the Revolution were, key 
events of the revolution itself and what the eventual 
consequences were. It is used to compare the nature and 
experiences of both Britain and France when faced with similar 
situations. 

• Significance; Perspectives; Causation; Consequence; 
Change and continuity; Source Analysis. 

 
 
The Industrial Revolution- 

Topic Specific Knowledge 
 
How significant was the First World War? 

Changes in the nature of warfare during the FWW; reasons for 

the war of attrition; trench environment and impact upon 

soldiers including shell shock; reasons for the high level of 

casualties at the Battle of the Somme; social impact of the war 

e.g. on work, housing and attitudes; involvement and 

significance of soldiers from the Empire; aftermath of the war 

e.g. destruction, political chaos, Treaty of Versailles 

A local study of involvement in the First World War – Barnsley 

Pals 

• Significance; Causation; Consequence; Diversity; 

Change and continuity; Chronology. 

 

How much control did the Nazis have over the people of 

Germany? 

Life for Jews living in Germany and occupied Europe in the 

1930s and 40s; causes and significance of Kristallnacht; increase 

in aggression towards Jews culminating in the ‘Final Solution’; 

treatment of prisoners in concentration camps including Jews, 

homosexuals, asocials and gypsies; resistance to the persecution 

of Jews in Germany and occupied Europe; impact of the 

holocaust (shoah) upon Jewish communities including migration 

to Israel. 

• Interpretations; Consequence; Diversity; Change and 

continuity; Source Analysis; Source Evaluation. 

 

What were the major turning points of the Second World War? 

The reasons for the rise of Nazism in Germany; the development 

of tension in Europe in the 1930s – reasons for appeasement and 

the escalation of militarism in Nazi foreign policy; British 

preparations for the war including evacuation, rationing, 

women’s land army; significance of major events in the war 

including Dunkirk, the Battle of Britain, the Battle of the Atlantic, 

Stalingrad, D-Day; role and significance of Alan Turing’s Enigma 

Machine 

A local link to the Second World War - Yorkshire Regiment 

• Significance; Interpretations; Perspectives; 

Consequence; Diversity. 

 

To what extent do we live in a multicultural Britain? 

Introduction of the Welfare State; end of empire (context for 

reasons for migration); reasons for migration from 

Empire/Commonwealth to Britain; Windrush controversy; 

experience of black Britons in the 1950s; reasons for the Notting 

Hill riots (1958); political responses to immigration (e.g. Enoch 

Powell and Scarman Report); assessment as to the extent to 

which Britain is multicultural now. 



• Significance; Interpretations; Perspectives; 
Causation; Consequence; Diversity; Change and 
continuity; Source Analysis. 

Elizabeth I- How far was the reign of Elizabeth I a ‘Golden Age’? 

Legacy of the Reformation; Elizabeth’s Religious Settlement 

(1559); reactions to the Religious Settlement (from Puritans and 

Catholics); 1569 revolt of the northern Earls; Catholic plots 

against Elizabeth including Mary, Queen of Scots; Questions 

about marriage; reasons for the rise in vagrancy; early 

exploration; black Tudors. Local History -  Mary Imprisonment 

at Sheffield  
• Perspectives; Causation; Consequence; Diversity; 

Change and continuity; Chronology; Source Analysis 

 

How well did the Natives adapt to the Plains? 

Geography and environment of the American West; beliefs 

and culture of the Native American tribes; importance of the 

buffalo; beliefs and methods of warfare; case study of the 

Sioux Nation; the myth of Native Americans (representations 

through popular media e.g. video games, film). 

• Perspectives; Consequence; Diversity; Change and 

continuity; Chronology; Source Analysis; Source 

Evaluation. 

 

Changing nature of life in England between 1750 and 1900; 

reasons for industrialisation of Britain; impact of 

industrialisation on society e.g. children; changing nature of 

medical understanding; developments in surgery during C19th 

e.g. anaesthetics and antiseptics. A local study of the impact of 

industrialisation or the agricultural revolution – Coal industry in 

Barnsley / Steel Sheffield 
• Significance; Perspectives; Causation; Consequence; 

Diversity; Change and continuity; Chronology; Source 

Analysis; Source Evaluation. 

 
Why did so many people die for the vote? 

Attitudes towards women during C19th including the influence of 

Queen Victoria; rise of the suffrage movement amongst the 

working classes; rise of the female suffrage movement; methods 

of the suffragist and suffragette campaigns; interpretations of the 

Suffragette campaign; role of women during the First World War; 

reasons for women gaining limited suffrage in 1918. 

 A local study – York campaigns 

• Democracy; Monarchy; Parliament; Government; 

Peasantry; Society; Economy; State; Justice; Beliefs; 

Power. 
 

A local link to migration, South Yorkshire 

• Democracy; Empire; Government; Society; Culture; 

Economy; State; Justice; Power. Diversity. 
 

How significant was Martin Luther King jnr for the 
development of black Civil Rights? 
The impact of the ending of slavery including segregation; 
‘Black Renaissance’ in the 1920s; significance of the murder of 
Emmett Till; methods of the Civil Rights movement including 
bus boycotts and the march on Washington;  role and 
significance of Martin Luther King Jnr; reasons for 
improvements in Black Civil Rights between 1964 and 1968 

• Democracy; Civilisation; Government; Society; 
Culture; Economy; Religion; Justice; Beliefs; Power. 

 
How did Vietnam remain a communist country? 
The colonial history of Vietnam and the role played by Ho Chi 
Minh; The development and worsening of Cold War relations 
and their impact upon the wider world; Development of war in 
Vietnam (Domino Theory); Different tactics used by the US 
and the Vietcong during the war; The My Lai Massacre; 
Significance of the media in turning public opinion in the US; 
The Tet Offensive; The end of the Vietnam War and the impact 
on Vietnam 

• Democracy; Empire; Government; Society; Culture; 

Economy; State; Justice; Power. 
 

Assessment 

 

How will you assess 

the impact of 

teaching? 

 

Assessment: 

 

• Fortnightly in-class exam questions, marked and 

reflected upon during the following lesson. 

• AfL in lesson to navigate the direction of the lesson 

to ensure pupils are making progress. 

• End of unit assessments, with feedback by classroom 

teacher. 

 

Assessment: 

 

• Fortnightly in-class exam questions, marked and 

reflected upon during the following lesson. 

• AfL in lesson to navigate the direction of the lesson to 

ensure pupils are making progress. 

• End of unit assessments, with feedback by classroom 

teacher. 

 

Assessment: 

 

• Fortnightly in-class exam questions, marked and 

reflected upon during the following lesson. 

• AfL in lesson to navigate the direction of the lesson to 

ensure pupils are making progress. 

• End of unit assessments, with feedback by classroom 

teacher. 

 



Confident 

Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 

Vocabulary 

 

 

 

Key Tier 2 
• Provenance 

• Empathy 

• Judgement 

• Applying  

• Understanding 

• Evaluating 

• Analysing 

• Critical 

• Describe 

• Explain 

• Justify 

• Assess 

• Identify 

• Analyse 

• Discuss 

• Suggest 

• Anomaly  

• Cause 

• Effect 

• Impact 

• Evaluate 

• Discover 

 

 

Key Tier 3 

• Greek  

• Roman 

• Hippocrates 

• Galen 

• Bath House 

• Aqueducts  

• Chronology 

• Anglo-Saxon 

• Viking 

• Norman 

• Medieval 

• Middle Ages 

• Pious 

• Doom 

Painting 

• Black Death 

• Bubonic 

• Pneumonic  

• Democracy 

• Monarchy 

• Parliament 

• Government 

• Peasantry 

• Society 

• Culture 

• Economy 

• Justice 

• Reformation 

• Sioux  

• Native 

American 

 

Key Tier 2   

• Provenance   

• Empathy 

• Judgement 

• Applying  

• Understanding 

• Evaluating 

• Analysing 

• Critical 

• Remembering- 

• Quoting 

• Selecting 

• Understanding 

• Annotating 

• Comparing 

• Applying 

• Choosing 

• Judging 

• Examining 

• Mind-mapping 

• Organising 

• Structuring 

• Evaluating 

• Arguing 

• Assessing 

• Predicting 

• Creating 

• Composing 

• Solving 

 

 

Key Tier 3 

 

• Tudors 

• Stuarts 

• Government 

• Parliament 

• Monarchy 

• Royalist 

• Democracy 

• Catholic 

• Protestant 

• Divine right of 

kings 

• Power 

• Civil War 

• Cavaliers 

• Roundheads 

• King's 

execution-

Regicide 

• Empire 

• Colonisation 

• Slavery 

• Revolution 

• Trade 

• Economics 

• Domestic 

System 

• Tennis Court 

Oath 

• Robespierre 

• Napoleon 

• Urbanisation 

• Anaesthetics 

• Antiseptics 

• Suffragette 

• Suffragist 

 

Key Tier 2   

• Provenance             

• Empathy 

• Judgement 

• Applying  

• Understanding 

• Evaluating 

• Analysing 

• Critical 

• Remembering- 

• Quoting 

• Selecting 

• Understanding- 

• Annotating 

• Comparing 

• Applying-

Choosing 

• Judging 

• Examining 

• Analysing 

• Mind-mapping 

• Organising 

• Structuring 

• Evaluating 

• Arguing 

• Assessing 

• Predicting 

• Creating 

• Composing 

• Solving 

 

Key Tier 3 

• Trench 

• Parapet  

• Duck Boards 

• Allied Powers 

• Central 

powers 

• Artillery 

• Conscript 

• Eastern Front 

• Front line 

• Kaiser 

• League of 

Nations 

• Propaganda 

• Nazi 

• Persecution 

• Jew 

• Kristallnacht 

• Segregation 

• Ghetto 

• Concentration 

Camp 

• Dunkirk 
• Operation 

Overlord 
• Alan Turing 
• Migration 
• Scarman 

Report 
• Welfare State 
• Civil Rights 
• Bus boycotts 
• Martin Luther 

King Jr. 
• Vietcong 
• Domino 

Theory 
• Tet Offensive 

 



Future Ready 

 

Careers encounters 

and aspirational 

cultural capital 

opportunities 

 

• Sandal Castle 

• Monk Bretton Priory ruins 

• Fountains Abbey 

• National Mining Museum 

• Kelham Island Museum, Sheffield 

• Liverpool Slavery Museum 

• Royal Armouries – WWI Focus 

 

The Darton Mindset underpins all our core principles and practice = Responsibility, Respect, Resilience. 

 


