
                                                                 Curriculum Overview Plan                                  Subject: English 

                                                                                     What will they be learning, why and in what order? 

 
 

Curriculum Intent 
Statement 

 

 

We believe that students at Darton deserve a broad and ambitious English curriculum, rich in skills and knowledge, which 

ignites curiosity and prepares them well for future learning or employment. Our English curriculum at Darton teaches beyond 

simply what is required for exams, but instead will empower your child with skills that are highly transferrable. English is a 

global language and we as Teachers believe that it broadens our Students’ minds and develops emotional skills, especially 

through our high quality and engaging texts. English is like a magic key which enables your child to unlock an improved quality 

of life. Here at Darton your child will develop improved resilience when reading complex passages and gain respect for the 

world around them by engaging with texts from different cultures. English will provide your child with a cultural capital that will 

help remove barriers to achievement in school, future learning and the world of work. Darton’s English curriculum will also give 

your child the opportunity to develop their character, including resilience, respect and being able to take responsibility for their 

own future by equipping them with reading and writing skills that they can feel proud of, enabling them to contribute positively 

to the life of the school, the local community and the wider environment. 

 
 

 Coverage, content, structure and sequencing 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 



Expert Students 
 

Key Learning/ 
knowledge 

and skills including 
local context 

 

 

Reading: 
-Extract main points and information by 
using a range of strategies 
- Use inference and deduction to recognise 
implicit 
meaning at sentence and text level 
- Make relevant notes when gathering ideas 

- Identify and understand the main ideas, 
viewpoints, themes or purpose 
- Make a personal response to text and 
provide some textual reference in support 
- Understanding different ways texts can 
reflect the social, cultural and historical 
context in which they were written 

- Identify and describe the effect of the 
writer’s use of specific literary, rhetorical 
and grammatical features 
- Explore the range of different ways 
writer’s use layout, form and presentation in 
a variety of texts 
- Explore the variety of ways content can be 

organised, structured and combined. 
 
 
Writing: 
- develop different ways of generating 
organising and shaping ideas, using a range 

of planning format and methods to draw on 
the conventions of different forms 
- Develop character, voice and viewpoints in 
own fiction and non-fiction writing drawing 

on evidence and opinions 
-Use punctuation accurately to clarify 
meaning and create effects 

- Vary sentence length and structure to 
provide appropriate detail and create effects 
appropriate to purpose and reader 
- Use vocabulary precisely and 
imaginatively to extend meaning 
- Make ideas clear and sequenced by 
appropriate use of paragraphs and linking 

phrases 
- Shape overall sequence and organisation 
to convey ideas clearly 
- Make improvements as writing progresses 
by 
developing editing and proofreading. 

- Developing understanding of the 
conventions of SE and how to use them 
consistently in response to audience and 
purpose 
- Spell common words correctly 
- Increase knowledge of word families, roots 
and regular spelling patterns 

 
Speaking and Listening: 
- Identify key features of speech in a variety 
of contexts 
- Identify, sift and summarise the most 
important points of key ideas 
- Tailor and structure vocabulary of talk to 

clarify ideas and guide a listener with verbal 
and non-verbal techniques 
- Recognise different conventions and forms 
in speech 
- Use main conventions of standard English 
- Make clear, relevant contributions to 

group discussion and acknowledge and 
respond to others 
- Take different roles in discussions 
- Explore ideas through a variety of 
dramatic approaches 
- Work on and develop dramatic 
performances and comment on the work of 

others 
 
Texts studied: 

• Wonder  

• Boy  
• Much Ado About Nothing 
• A range of poetry  

Reading:  
- Use a range of strategies to retrieve 
information and distinguish between fact and 
opinion  
- Use inference and deduction to explore 
layers of meaning  
- make relevant notes when researching 

different sources  
-trace the development of a writer’s ideas, 
viewpoint and themes  
- respond to text by making precise points 
and relevant textual support  
-explore the concept of literary heritage, why 
certain texts are important and their influence  

-explore the range, variety and overall effect 
on readers of literary and non-literary texts  
-explain how specific choices of form, layout 
and presentation create effect  
-explain how specific structural and 
organisational choices create effect 
 

Writing:  
- explore, problem-solve, connect and shape 
ideas when planning writing  
- draw on techniques and devices to develop 
distinctive character and viewpoint in fiction 
and non-fiction  

-draw on a range of punctuation to clarify 
meaning and cohesion  
-draw on a range of punctuation to clarify 
meaning, aid cohesion and create effects  

-draw on knowledge of a variety of sentence 
lengths and structures to clarify ideas and 
create a range of effects  

-create considered and appropriate effects by 
drawing on their own vocabulary and by using 
strategies to extend those choices  
-use a range of cohesive devices to connect 
ideas within and between paragraphs  
-experiment with different ways of presenting 
texts, drawing on a range of formats -apply 

skills in editing and proofreading in a range of 
different contexts  
-understand the significance and importance 
of conventional SE in their own writing  
-spell most words correctly including some 
complex and polysyllabic words and unfamiliar 

words  
-apply knowledge of spelling skills and 
strategies with increasing independence 
 
Speaking and Listening:  
-explain the effect of specific features of 
speech, the skills and strategies used by 

speakers, and identify areas for improvement  
-explain speakers’ intentions from a variety of 
contexts  
-select the most appropriate way to structure 
speech for clarity and effect  
-use a range of verbal and non-verbal 
techniques  

-adapt SE for the level of formality and 
situations -make sustained contributions to 
group discussion and explain ideas and ask 
pertinent questions/suggestions  
-develop and evaluate dramatic performances 
and roles through a range of dramatic 

conventions, techniques and styles 
 
Text studied:  

• Animal Farm 
• I am Malala  
• Pygmalion 
• A range of poetry.  

 

Reading:  

- Select from a strategies to locate, retrieve 

and compare information  

- use a repertoire of strategies to analyse 

and explore different layer of meaning  

-Make relevant notes using different formats 

and approaches  

-analyse and respond to differing viewpoints, 

purpose and themes  

-develop interpretation of texts with detailed 

textual evidence  

-develop an informed understanding of how 

experiences and values are portrayed in 

texts from different cultures  

-analyse in depth and detail writers’ use of 

literary, rhetorical and grammatical features 

on different readers  

-analyse how meaning is conveyed 

differently according to layout, form and 

presentation  

-analyse how meaning can be conveyed in 

different ways according to structural and 

organisational choice 

 

Writing:  

-link ideas and planning choices explicitly to 

a clear sense of task, audience and purpose  

-sustain distinctive character voice and 

establish a clear and logical viewpoint 

through careful selection in fiction and non-

fiction writing  

-deploy a range of punctuation accurately to 

enhance and emphasis meaning and clarity  

-deploy sentence structures to enhance, 

emphasis meaning and aid cohesion  

-select words carefully from within and 

beyond their own vocabulary, considering 

how choices will create meaning  

-shape and craft language within individual 

paragraphs, and structure ideas between 

texts to achieve particular effects  

-select most appropriate format and layout -

evaluate the effectiveness and likely impact 

on reader by using editing, proofreading and 

reviewing processes  

-write fluently and sustain SE in a wide and 

varied texts and contexts, and for a range of 

purposes and audiences  

-spell correctly throughout substantial texts 

including ambitious or complex polysyllabic 

words 

 

Speaking and Listening:  

-respond to speakers and give constructive 

feedback on skills, subject matters and 

intended listeners  

-analyse the underlying themes or issues in 

a range of different contexts  

-select from a wide repertoire to organise 

and structure speech to present information 

appropriately and persuasively  

-develop and choose from a range of verbal 

and non-verbal techniques to actively 

involve listeners  

-use SE with the degree of formality suited 

to listeners, context and purpose  

-recognise strengths and identify areas for 

improvement by drawing on ideas 

collaboratively  

-sustain a range of performance and roles 

through selections, adaptations and views of 

others. 

 

Texts Studied: 

• Of Mice and Men 

• Down Under 

• Romeo and Juliet 

• A range of poetry 

 



Assessment 
 

How will you assess 
the impact of 

teaching? 
 

Students will undergo a variety of 
assessment strategies to assess their 
progress.   
 
Some of these strategies will take place 
weekly/fortnightly in lessons and these will 
be formative assessments for example: 

• Demonstrate tasks  

• Weekly self-assessment of written 

work 

• Weekly peer-assessment of written 

work 

• Verbal responses to targeted 

questioning 

 
Students will also undergo a variety of 
formative assessments which will take place 
½ termly, termly, yearly for example: 

• GL assessment 

• STAR reading test 

• End of term practice assessment 

• End of term common assessment 

 

Students will undergo a variety of assessment 
strategies to assess their progress.   
 
Some of these strategies will take place 
weekly/fortnightly in lessons and these will be 
formative assessments for example: 

• Demonstrate tasks  

• Weekly self-assessment of written 

work 

• Weekly peer-assessment of written 

work 

• Verbal responses to targeted 

questioning 

 
Students will also undergo a variety of 
formative assessments which will take place 
½ termly, termly, yearly for example: 

• GL assessment 

• STAR reading test 

• End of term practice assessment 

• End of term common assessment 

 

 

Students will undergo a variety of 
assessment strategies to assess their 
progress.   
 
Some of these strategies will take place 
weekly/fortnightly in lessons and these will 
be formative assessments for example: 

• Demonstrate tasks  

• Weekly self-assessment of written 

work 

• Weekly peer-assessment of written 

work 

• Verbal responses to targeted 

questioning 

 
Students will also undergo a variety of 
formative assessments which will take place 
½ termly, termly, yearly for example: 

• End of term practice assessment 

• End of term common assessment 

 

Confident 
Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 
Vocabulary 

 
 
 

The Darton Academy English curriculum will 

help ensure your child is a confident 

communicator and make sure vocabulary 

isn’t a barrier to your child’s success and love 

of English. Strategies include: 

 

• Pre-loading vocabulary 

• Modelling  

• Introducing new adjectives 

• Exploring how words create meaning  

• Discussing words in different contexts  

• Denotation questions – ask for the 

meaning of a specific word or phrase. 

• Explanation questions – ask what a 

word means in a particular setting. 

• Word connotations (ideas and 
feelings) 

• 4 vitals used in every lesson  
• Word walls in every classroom across 

the academy 
• Spelling booklet with vocab from the 

texts the students are studying, 
WOTW, Dirty Thirty, and new spelling 
rules weekly 

We will now embed the skills your child has 

learned in Y7 and build upon these skills by 

introducing more tier 2 vocabulary through a 

range of sources and more challenging texts. 

 

• Pre-loading vocabulary 

• Modelling  

• Introducing new adjectives 

• Exploring how words create meaning  

• Discussing words in different contexts  

• Denotation questions – ask for the 

meaning of a specific word or phrase. 

• Explanation questions – ask what a 

word means in a particular setting. 

• Word connotations (ideas and 
feelings) 

• 4 vitals used in every lesson  
• Word walls in every classroom across 

the academy 
• Spelling booklet with vocab from the 

texts the students are studying, 
WOTW, Dirty Thirty, and new spelling 
rules weekly 

 

We will now begin introducing even more 

challenging texts to prepare students for 

Year 10. They will learn vocabulary from a 

range of fiction, nonfiction, and archaic texts 

to equip them ready for Y10 and 11.  

 

• Pre-loading vocabulary 

• Modelling  

• Introducing new adjectives 

• Exploring how words create meaning  

• Discussing words in different 

contexts  

• Denotation questions – ask for the 

meaning of a specific word or 

phrase. 

• Explanation questions – ask what a 

word means in a particular setting. 

• Word connotations (ideas and 

feelings) 
• 4 vitals used in every lesson  
• Word walls in every classroom across 

the academy 
 

Future Ready 
 

Careers encounters 
and aspirational 

cultural capital 
opportunities 

 

By reading a variety of texts, covering 

both fiction and non-fiction, we will 

ensure students begin to develop 

important life skills which will enable 

them to: 

• Interpret information 

• Show empathy  

• Understand different cultures 

• Develop analytical thinking skills 

• Embrace all aspects of the Darton 

mindset: Resilience, Responsibility 

and Respect 

• Adopt a rich and broad vocabulary.  

Providing a range of creative enrichment 

activities ensures that children are 

encouraged to generate a deeper 

understanding of the texts they are studying 

in class.  

 

For example, students take part in an anti-
bullying campaign to enrich their 
understanding of the book ‘Wonder’, making 

the themes in the book more relatable and 
building a resilience to situations they may 
face in their own lives. 

 
 
 
 

 

By reading a variety of more challenging 

texts, covering both fiction and non-

fiction, we will ensure students continue 

develop important life skills which will 

enable them to: 

• Interpret information 

• Show empathy  

• Understand different cultures 

• Develop analytical thinking skills 

• Embrace all aspects of the Darton 

mindset: Resilience, Responsibility 

and Respect 

• Adopt a rich and broad vocabulary.  

Providing a range of creative enrichment 

activities ensures that children are 

encouraged to generate a deeper 

understanding of the texts they are studying 

in class.  

 

For instance, students are invited to make 

links with local community initiatives to make 

themes and motifs in books more meaningful 

and accessible. Furthermore, students are 

given a huge scope of activities to choose 

from to develop and benefit from their 

preferred learning styles and personal 

preferences. 

 

 

By reading a variety of more challenging 

texts, covering both fiction and non-

fiction, we will ensure students have a 

sound understanding of important life 

skills learned which will enable them to: 

• Interpret information 

• Show empathy  

• Understand different cultures 

• Develop analytical thinking skills 

• Embrace all aspects of the Darton 

mindset: Resilience, Responsibility 

and Respect 

• Adopt a rich and broad vocabulary.  

Providing a range of creative enrichment 

activities ensures that children are 

encouraged to generate a deeper 

understanding of the texts they are studying 

in class.  

 
For instance, students are invited to make 

links with local NHS workers, local 

retirements homes, making relationships with 

the wider community 

 



Age  
Related  

Expectations.  

• Independently locate and 
retrieve information and make 
straightforward inferences from 
fiction and non-fiction 

• Select relevant evidence from 
two texts 

• Systematically track a text, 

identify the main events and 
make some inferences based on 
the overall action 

• Independently identify a writer’s 
views and offer personal 
opinions of those views 

• Use who, what, where, when to 

tell the story of a literary text 
• Track through an age - 

appropriate poem and 
understand meaning, linking to 
context 

• Examine a character in a novel 
• Use show not tell in descriptive 

writing (poetry, scripts, 
descriptive, narrative) 

• Independently generate at least 
3 ideas for transactional writing, 
leading to the completion of at 
least one page of continuous 

writing 
• Use full stops and capital letters 

accurately  
• Spell high and most medium 

frequency words correctly. 
Lower frequency or irregular 
words may be misspelled 

 

• To select a range of quotations from 
fiction and non-fiction texts, relevant 
to the question they are answering. 
To embed these quotations into clear 
sentences using quotation marks. 

• To select information from two 
different texts, relevant to the 

question they are answering. 
Combine the information they have 

selected into two paragraphs (e.g., 
This writer says... connective this 
writer says...). Begin to identify 
similarities and differences between 
the writer’s methods. 

• Read a text from start to finish, 

making sense of the overall action 
and how it develops or changes. 
Draw conclusions about what the 
writer could be implying.  

• Describe simple views expressed by a 
writer, using details from a text. 
Explain these views and offer an 

opinion. Use adjectives to describe 
how a character is presented at 
different points in an extract or whole 
text. 

• Answer a question based on an 
extract, before panning out and 
demonstrating their knowledge on 

the whole novel. In response to a 
Shakespeare extract, select quotes 

from the beginning, middle and end 
to explain what they reveal about a 
character. 

• Write a simple story based on 

personal experience and be able to 
describe key moments in detail using 
verbs and adverbs. Skills might be 
demonstrated through writing a 
straightforward narrative, poem, 
script or piece of descriptive writing. 

• Complete at least one page of 

continuous writing in a formal style 
e.g., a formal letter or an article. 
Format their work appropriately for 
the task. Independently generate 3-4 
ideas, each of which can be 
developed into a paragraph. 

• Confidently and accurately use: 

• was/were,  
• your/you’re,  
• there/their/they’re,  
• it’s/its,   
• contraction apostrophes, 

• been/being  

• speech punctuation 
• tense and agreement with 

only a few errors. 
• To speak for a specified amount of 

time to convey a straightforward 
idea. To attempt to 
structure/organise their ideas to suit 

the audience. To listen to questions 
and feedback, and respond 
appropriately. 

• Locate and retrieve straightforward 

information and draw inferences from un-

tiered GCSE level 19th Century and modern 

texts.  

• Confidently select and embed evidence 

from two non-fiction texts (5 marks fiction 

responses) and to confidently collate 

evidence from two non-fiction texts (using 

paraphrasing or embedded quotation).  

• Track a modern un-tiered GCSE-level text 

of sophistication and length and make 

straightforward inferences and suggesting 

why ideas or events have been organsied 

in that way.  

• Use details from a 19th Century text of un-

tiered GCSE level and of sophistication and 

length, to describe a couple of views 

expressed by a writer. Offer a personal 

view in response to details.  

• Show ability to recall and deploy details of 

texts, including unseen texts, poetry, 

drama and draw comparisons. Track 

through an age - appropriate poem and 

understand meaning, linking to context. 

• Be able to describe moments of crisis in 
‘slow motion’ to include an engaging 

‘problem’, and reactions of the narrator 
and others. 

• Independently generate 4 ideas with some 

development from the Teaching Non-
fiction booklet. Completion of at least 1 
1/2 pages of continuous writing. Write 
effectively in formal style e.g. report. Write 

effectively in a lively style, e.g. articles, 
review writing. 

• Confidently and accurately use: 
• was/were,  
• your/you’re,  
• there/their/they’re,  

• it’s/its,   
• contraction apostrophes, 
• been/being  
• speech punctuation 
• tense and agreement with only a 

few errors. 
• Students will begin to express challenging 

ideas, information or feelings, selecting 
vocabulary to support topic. They will also 
organise and structure presentations 
clearly and consistently to meet audience. 

The Darton Mindset underpins all our core principles and practice = Responsibility, Respect, Resilience. 

 


