
                                                                 Curriculum Overview Plan                                  Subject:  Art and Design 

                                                                                     What will they be learning, why and in what order? 



 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Statement 

 

 

 

“Creativity takes courage.”  – Henri Matisse 

 
Our curriculum aims to engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and 

create their own works of art. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous understanding of art 

and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history. 

 

The KS3 Art & Design National Curriculum has 5 main teaching strands which are: 

 

▪ to use a range of techniques to record their observations in sketchbooks, journals and other media as a basis for exploring their 

ideas  

▪ to use a range of techniques and media, including painting  

▪ to increase their proficiency in the handling of varied materials  

▪ to analyse and evaluate their own work, and that of others, to strengthen the visual impact or applications of their work  

▪ about the history of art, craft, design and architecture, including periods, styles and major movements from ancient times up to the 

present day. 

Our curriculum is designed to meet these strands through project-based learning. We design and lead instruction that requires students to 

grapple with complex concepts and content, individually and collaboratively in groups. Lessons are challenging, engaging and 

empowering. We promote a mantra of “If it’s not excellent, it’s not finished” to develop a growth mindset in our students.  

Y7 begins their learning journey taking inspiration from the theme of Pop Art, popular culture, and sweets. This is purposefully designed this 

way to hook students into learning, to make learning irresistible and all absorbing. Pop art is often taught during KS2, the intention of 

teaching this project first provides students with the opportunity to retrieve and share key learning from Primary but also to build 

confidence and form positive relationships whilst transitioning into their new learning environment and the secondary setting. Students 

investigate what is pop art and how does art fit into it through a guiding question that permeates throughout the project. 

They are explicitly taught about respect, responsibility, resilience and building character by showing respect for each other's progress and 

emotional needs by offering feedback that is kind, honest and specific. Through verbal discussions, respecting other people's views and 

needs, listening to when their peers are talking, making eye contact, building and contributing to a culture based around respect and 

integrity where each other's values are respected, catered for and listened to. Students celebrate excellent responses, outcomes and 

effort by giving applause. Students hold each other to account.   

Students are given the responsibility to contribute to the safe and welcoming environment they are working in. They value and show 

respect by keeping the classroom tidy and participating in the structured systems and routines for tidying away.   



Students are taught to respect the learning environment and celebrate each other's success. Students are given individual and group 

responsibility to take on challenging work together, to collaborate, to persevere, and to create work of quality to contribute to the world.  

As a member of the Darton Academy Community: Students fully contribute to SMSC themed whole school activities such as 

Remembrance, The Flock, NHS project etc. Students show and behave with respect due to the importance of such learning.   

As a member of Barnsley Community: Students participate and build links with local communities by taking part in real life learning projects 

this is celebrated through social media, school websites, Twitter, local newspaper, galleries, hospital, skatepark and other creative projects. 

Students are intrinsically motivated and want to contribute positively to their community.  

The second project Y7 are engaged in is built around the guiding question, just what is it about birds that makes everyone so interested? 

Students learn about cross curricular links to other areas such as RE, History and Geography.  Students learn to make connections that 

support their progress within Art. 

The last project taught in year 7 is structured around the guiding question, What if great artists ruled the world? Students are inspired by the 

theme of Protest Art. During this project students learn that art is connected to everything and that events in history can used as a catalyst 

to record ideas. Students learn to visually express their opinions and emotions in response to global issues such as global warming, climate 

change, litter and other environmental issues such as sustainability.  

We begin Y8 with the project Day of the Dead, this is so students can make links to the holiday Halloween and support what they are 

learning in RE. Secondly, we introduce the theme Portraiture to encourage students to be able to draw upon their identity, well being, to 

express their emotions and communicate what is important to them. This supports their development for KS4. The final project in Y8 is based 

around the Surrealism art movement. Students investigate the art movement based around the guiding question, What impact did WW1 

have on the artworld? 

 

 

 Coverage, content, structure, and sequencing 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 



Expert Students 

 

Key Learning/ 

knowledge 

and skills 

including local 

context 

 

 

 

Term 1 – Candy Pop   

Bigger picture 

 

Candy Pop / exploration into Pop Art 

 

 

 

Guiding Question: What is Pop culture? & how 

does Art fit in it? 

 

 

Students will develop an understanding and 

practical application of the formal elements 

of Art and Design through the theme of Cany 

Pop. They will be introduced to Pop art as an 

art movement as well as a range of 

inspirational artists. They will learn how: 

 

 

▪ to use a range of techniques to record 

their observations in sketchbooks as a 

basis for exploring their ideas  

▪ to use a range of techniques and 

media, including painting in response to 

the Pop Art Movement. 

▪ to explore varied materials. 

▪ to analyse and evaluate their own 

work, and that of others, to strengthen 

the visual impact or applications of their 

work  

▪ about the history of art, in particular the 

Pop Art Movement. 

 

 

 

Basic skills  

-Perspective drawing 

-Colour theory 

-Pattern 

 

Term 1 – Day of the Dead 

Bigger picture 

 

Using the Day of the Dead cultural holiday to teach 

skills working with different materials and 

techniques to achieve the formal elements of art. 

 

Guiding Question: What do sugar skulls, marigolds 

and the monarch butterfly have in common? 

 

 

Students will deepen their knowledge and 

understanding of the formal elements of Art and 

design as well as explore the rich cultural heritage 

of this chosen festival. 

They will be introduced to further Art skills and 

techniques and reflect on the work of inspirational 

Artists. They will learn how: 

 

▪ to use a range of techniques to record their 

observations in sketchbooks as a basis for 

exploring their ideas. 

▪ to use a range of techniques and media, 

including printmaking in response to Day of 

the Dead which is rich in culture and history. 

▪ to increase their proficiency in the handling 

of varied materials. 

▪ to analyse and evaluate their own work, 

and that of others, to strengthen the visual 

impact or applications of their work  

▪ about the history of art, including periods, 

styles and major movements from ancient 

times up to the present day. 

 

Artists covered 

 

David Lozeau: Sugar skulls and ceremonies 

Frida Kahlo: Marigolds, fruit and religion 

Aztec Art  

 

Term 1 – Teenage Wildlife 

Bigger Picture 

 

Teenage Wildlife is a community 

engagement project working 

with the Civic Art Gallery. 

 

Guiding Question: How does Art 

mirror our environment, historical 

events and our experiences? 

 

Students will use their knowledge 

and understanding of the formal 

elements of Art and design as 

well as explore the experiences 

of Barnsley residents over 70 

years. Its highs, lows, 

commonalities and differences, 

its cultural tapestries and the 

marks left on Barnsley youth 

cultures. 

 

They will be introduced to further 

Art skills and techniques and 

reflect on the work of inspirational 

Artists. They will learn how: 

 

▪ to use a range of 

techniques to record their 

observations in 

sketchbooks as a basis for 

exploring their ideas. 

▪ to use a range of 

techniques and media, 

including collage, 

photography and paint. 

▪ to increase their 

proficiency in the handling 

of varied materials. 



-Tone 

-Composition 

-Line 

-Texture 

 

 

Artists covered 

 

Sarah Graham 

Andy Warhol 

Claus Oldenburg 

Bridgit Riley 

Roy Lichenstein 

 

Mediums and techniques 

Painting 

-Oil Pastels 

-Pencils 

-3d sculpture 

Photography 

Mark Making 

 

 

Wider Learning 

 

Students will be exposed to complex 

vocabulary to develop confident 

communicators and can debate and form 

critical opinions on the selected topic. 

 

Students will be encouraged to link their 

learning to their local and wider community. 

 

They will develop an awareness of the arts 

impact and role on global issues 

 

Presentation of learning 

 

Calendared event. Parents and carers are 

invited into the Academy to see students 

work exhibited and celebrate their learning 

 

 

 

 

Mediums and techniques 

Symbolism –Animals, fruits, plants, colours 

Cultural Learning 

Symmetry- (cross curricular link with Maths) 

Patterns 

Water colours 

Print making 

3d final outcome Mixed media 

Photography 

 

Wider Learning 

 

Students will be exposed to complex vocabulary 

to develop confident communicators and can 

debate and form critical opinions on the selected 

topic. 

 

Students will be encouraged to link their learning 

to their local and wider community. 

 

They will develop an awareness of the arts impact 

and role on global issues 

 

Presentation of learning 

 

Calendared event. Parents and carers are invited 

into the Academy to see students work exhibited 

and celebrate their learning 

 

 

Term 2 –Portraiture 

 

Guiding question: How can artists incorporate their 

identity into their artwork? 

 

Bigger picture 

Students learn why Portraits are so important in Art 

history, they investigate how artists have used 

▪ to analyse and evaluate 

their own work, and that of 

others, to strengthen the 

visual impact or 

applications of their work  

▪ about the history of art, 

including periods, styles 

and major movements 

from ancient times up to 

the present day. 

 

Basic Skills 

-Perspective drawing 

-Colour theory 

-Pattern 

-Tone 

-Composition 

-Line 

-Texture 

-3d form 

-Accuracy 

-Colour theory 

-Pattern 

 

Artists covered 

 

Peter Blake 

Richard Estes 

James Rosenquist 

 

 

Mediums and techniques 

 

Water colours, refinement with 

colouring pencils 

Acrylic flat block colour 

Photography 

Collage techniques 

Grid Method 

Transfer techniques 



 

 

Term 2 – A Celebration of Birds 

 

Guiding question: Just what is it about birds 

that makes everyone so interested? 

 

Bigger picture 

Students develop knowledge about global 

issues and investigate how artists are 

compelled to respond to the events that’s 

happening around them.  

 

Developing skills 

Students build upon the skills learnt during 

term 1 and develop further skills in 

-Observational drawing 

-Colour Theory 

-Pattern 

-Tone  

-Form 

 

Artists covered 

Roa 

Mark Hearld 

Kerby Rosannes 

Canadian Native American art 

 

Mediums and Techniques 

Pencil –fine liners 

Collage 

Paint 

Charcoal 

Inks 

3D Sculpture 

 

Presentation of learning 

 

Calendared event. Parents and carers are 

invited into the Academy to see students 

work exhibited and celebrate their learning. 

 

portraiture to tell stories about their history and 

identity in order to create their own portrait. 

 

Developing Skills 

Students develop their existing skills in line, tone, and 

observational drawing skills to explore drawing 

various forms of portraiture. They focus on 

-Drawing for accuracy 

-use of the grid method 

-Colour theory 

Transfer techniques 

 

Artists covered 

Chuck close 

Pablo Picasso 

Kristen Eyefells 

Chevrier 

 

Mediums and Techniques 

Photography-Editing 

Physical Manipulations 

Water colours 

Poster paint 

Collage 

 

Presentation of learning 

 

Calendared event. Parents and carers are invited 

into the Academy to see students work exhibited 

and celebrate their learning. 

 

 

 

Term 3 –Surrealism 

 

Guiding Question:  

What impact did WW1 have on the artworld? 

 

Students further develop their use and 

understanding of the formal elements of art as well 

as linking their leaning through the exploration of a 

Mono print 

 

 

Wider Learning 

 

Students will be exposed to 

complex vocabulary to develop 

confident communicators and 

can debate and form critical 

opinions on the selected topic. 

 

Students will be encouraged to 

link their learning to their local 

and wider community. 

 

They will develop an awareness 

of the arts impact and role on 

global issues 

 



 

 

Term 3 –Graffiti and protest art 

 

Guiding Question: What if great artists ruled the 

world? 

 

Students further develop their use and 

understanding of the formal elements of art 

as well as linking their leaning through the 

following transferrable skills. Students develop 

knowledge about global issues and 

investigate how artists are compelled to 

respond to the events that’s happening 

around them.  

 

Wider Skills 

-Confident communicators –debate and form 

critical opinions on the selected topic 

-Develop an awareness of the term civic Duty 

-Link their learning to their local and wider 

community 

-Develop an awareness of the arts impact 

and role on global issues 

 

Artists covered 

Keith Haring 

Banksy 

Basquiat 

Bob and Roberta Smith 

 

 

Mediums and techniques  

Stencils 

T-shirt printing 

Lettering 

Graphical design 

Photography 

 

 

key Art period/ movement. They investigate how 

WW1 impacted on the world. 

 

Key themes 

-Super soft 

-Dadaism 

-Metamorphosis 

-Optical Illusion 

-Scale 

-Montage 

-Automatic drawing 

-Juxtaposition 

 

Wider Skills 

-Confident communicators –debate and form 

critical opinions on the selected topic 

-Develop an awareness of the arts impact and 

role on global issues 

 

Artists covered 

Salvador Dali 

Rene Magritte 

 

Mediums and Techniques 

Chalk 

Pencil 

Pastels 

Oils 

Inks 

 

 

 

 



Assessment 

 

How will you 

assess the impact 

of teaching? 

 

Students will complete an initial baseline assessment,  

Assessment is formative during all lessons verbally to 

increase immediate impact upon student’s direction and 

skills.   

 

Students are introduced through Rubrics and marking 

frameworks to the 4 AQA Art and Design assessment 

objectives. 

 

Within each project “Demonstrate and Connect” marking 

occurs at various stages of the project development to 

ensure all students are developing techniques proficiently.  

 

Frequent “Demonstrate and Connect” marking grids will 

reflect Age Related Expectations.  End of Project 

Assessments-Levelled 

 

Students will complete an initial baseline 

assessment,  

Assessment is formative during all lessons verbally to 

increase immediate impact upon student’s 

direction and skills.   

 

Students are introduced through Rubrics and 

marking frameworks to the 4 AQA Art and Design 

assessment objectives. 

 

Within each project “Demonstrate and Connect” 

marking occurs at various stages of the project 

development to ensure all students are developing 

techniques proficiently.  

 

Frequent “Demonstrate and Connect” marking 

grids will reflect Age Related Expectations.  End of 

Project Assessments-Levelled 

 

 



Confident 

Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 

Vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

Candy Pop 
 

Tier 2 

Analysis, Evaluate, Draft, Generate, Record, 

Create,   

Develop, Enhance, Critique, Express, Decide, 

Explore, Investigate, Observing, Question, 

Problem, Report, Classify, Conclusion, Diagram, 

Discover, Edit, Gather, Investigate, Observe, 

Record,  

 
 

 

Tier 3  

Interpretation, Illustration, Composition, 

Abstract, Diagram, Horizontal, Symbolism, 

Balance, Contrast, Emphasis, Movement, 

Pattern, Repetition, Proportion, Rhythm, Variety, 

Unity, Abstract, Realistic, Aperture, 

Asymmetrical, Assemblage, Bricolage, Camera 

angle, Casting, Colour wash, Complementary 

colours, Cross hatching, Dadaism, 

Exaggerated, Expressive, Gouache, Isms, Line 

drawing, Minimalism, Mixed media, Personal 

response, Montage, Murals, Negative space, 

Pop art, Portfolio, Preparatory period, Project 

Sill life, Stencil Street art, Surrealism, Sustained 

project, Tonal drawing, Typography, Visual 

language, 
 

 

 

Day of the Dead 

 

Tier 2 

Analysis, Evaluate, Draft, Generate, Record, 

Create,   

Develop, Enhance, Critique, Express, Decide, 

Explore, Investigate, Observe, Question, 

Problem, Report, Classify, Conclusion, Diagram, 

Discover, Edit, Gather, Investigate, Observe, 

Record,  

 

Tier 3  

Interpretation, Illustration, Composition, 

Abstract, Diagram, Horizontal, Symbolism, 

Balance, Contrast, Emphasis, Movement, 

Pattern, Repetition, Proportion, Rhythm, Variety, 

Unity, Abstract, Realistic, Aperture, 

Asymmetrical, Assemblage, Bricolage, Camera 

angle, Casting, Colour wash, Complementary 

colours, Cross hatching, Dadaism, 

Exaggerated, Expressive, Gouache, Isms, Line 

drawing, Minimalism, Mixed media, Personal 

response, Montage, Murals, Negative space, 

Pop art, Portfolio, Preparatory period, Project Sill 

life, Stencil Street art, Surrealism, Sustained 

project, Tonal drawing, Typography, Visual 

language,  

 

 

Teenage Wildlife 

Confident 

Communicators 

 

Key Tier 2 and 3 

Vocabulary 

 

 

   



Future Ready 

 

Aspirational 

cultural capital 

opportunities 

 

 

-Visit Yorkshire sculpture park   

-Guest resident Artist/ inspirational practical demonstration 

-Virtual gallery tour 

-Links with Local Musuem and galleries/Art walks 

-Forming community links through Art based projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Visit Yorkshire sculpture park   

-Guest resident Artist/ inspirational practical 

demonstration 

-Virtual gallery tour 

-Links with Local Musuem and galleries/Art walks 

-Forming community links through Art based 

projects 

 

 

The Darton Mindset underpins all our core principles and practice = Responsibility, Respect, Resilience. 

 

 


