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3 September 2021 

 

Ref: EBR/JRI 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to the first update of the new school year.  I do hope you all had a lovely summer and are slowly 

getting back into the term time routines.   

 

It has been wonderful to welcome the children back into school, albeit slowly but this has given us the 

opportunity to have an especially orderly and organised start to the school year with several special assemblies.   

 

On the inset day, we welcomed our new staff Mr Carpenter, maths teacher, Miss Hall and Mrs Simmons, Learning 

Managers, Mrs Ives and Miss Scott, English teachers. 

 

Covid –19 Update 

The on-site testing that has taken place in school this week has been a real success and we would like to thank 

you for your support of these and the second tests that will take place next week. In line with the latest guidance 

close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings will no longer undertake 

contact tracing. 

As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will now work with the positive case and/or their 

parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace 

where the positive case specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small 

number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close 

contact. Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms or a positive test result should stay at home and self-isolate 

immediately. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should arrange to have a PCR test as soon as possible. 

This still applies even if you have received one or more doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are 

a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months (student should continue to attend as normal) 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a 

positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised 

to do so.  

 

Further guidance on the information regarding self-isolation can be found at Stay at home: guidance for 

households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

In terms of face coverings students do not need to wear a face covering within the school, although they are 

able to do so if they wish, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn when travelling on public 

or dedicated transport. 

 

Form Tutors and contacting the school 

The first point of contact is usually through your child’s form tutor and over the coming week we will be adding 

information to our website about how to make easier contact with them. All students will receive a planner and 

you can use this to contact us. If you feel that the planner is not appropriate you can contact the school 

through the School Gateway App and the appropriate member of staff will get back to you.    

http://www.dartonacademy.org.uk/
mailto:info@dartonacademy.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
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During the school day we will prioritise teaching, mentoring and supporting students along with planning 

lessons.  They may not therefore be able to respond to messages immediately.  Our aim is to respond to emails 

and letters within 24 working hours and always within 48 working hours.    

In an emergency it is particularly important that you contact the school via the school office on 01226 232306.  

Rewards  

I am really excited about the next year ahead and the opportunities for our students. One fantastic 

improvement we are making this year is a change to our Praise and Rewards system. Students will be given Tri-

Star points during their lessons, with three students being selected every lesson. These points will lead to a 

variety of prizes throughout the term, culminating in large raffle draws for each year group. Additionally, when 

students reach set criteria, they will also earn a badge to wear on their lapel. You can keep track and be 

automatically notified of your child’s Tri-Star points and other important communications from the academy by 

using the School Gateway app. 

Website 

We are in the process of updating our website, sincere apologies that this has not been working correctly and 

we hope to have the issues sorted soon. 

 

Bus Timetable 

Please find attached the updated bus timetable which can also be found on our website. 

 

As always, I have attached some reminders to the end of this letter.   

 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs E Briggs 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dartonacademy.org.uk/
mailto:info@dartonacademy.org.uk
https://schoolgateway.co.uk/help/
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Wellbeing 

I would just like to remind you of information that we have previously shared with regards to wellbeing and 

safeguarding (see attached at the end of this letter).  

 

Please see below links that we have shared previously which you may find to be of use:   

• Young Minds https://youngminds.org.uk/   

• Stop, Breathe, Think www.stopbreathethink.com   

• Calm www.calm.com   

• Headspace www.headspace.com   

Further details can be found in our Student Planner and our website at the following link: Wellbeing | Darton 

Academy   

 

We are continuing to work on our wellbeing strategy which will include some parent workshops in July. Further 

details will follow. 

 

Safeguarding 

As always, should you have a concern which would mean you wish to speak to a social worker you can do so 

by calling the Barnsley Assessment Team on 01226 772423 (Mon-Fri 9.00am-5.00pm) or using the out of hours 

service on 01226 787789 outside of these hours. Further details can be found at the following link: 

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/safeguarding-families-in-

barnsley/safeguarding-children-in-barnsley/  

 

If you have an immediate concern and feel that a child is at risk of significant harm or danger please contact 

the police on 999 or 0114 2202020.  

 

Take care and remember that you can contact us on 01226 232306 between 9.00am-3.00pm. Students often 

come to talk to a member of staff if they are concerned about themselves or a friend. We are one of the best 

places for our students to get reliable advice and support about a range of issues and we still want to be help 

you, so please feel free to contact us non-urgent issues and we will get back to you as soon as possible.  

 

Please remember, we can’t be available ‘24/7’ but there are plenty of other good sources of advice and 

support listed in this letter, in our Student Planner and our website.  

 

Further Information - there are resources available to help you 

Educate Against Hate Parents’ Hub provides resources and government advice for parents and carers on 

keeping young people safe from extremism. Parents' Resources - Educate Against Hate 

Let’s Talk About It provides support for parents and carers to keep children safe from online radicalisation. Lets 

Talk About It - Staying Safe Online (ltai.info) 

UK Safer Internet Centre has guides on the privacy settings, parental controls and internet safety features of the 

major internet service providers. Parental controls offered by your home internet provider | Safer Internet 

Centre 

Parent Zone works with Prevent to provide digital safety advice for parents. Advice and information | Parent 

Zone 

Thinkuknow provides resources for parents and carers to help keep children safe online. Thinkuknow - home 

Childnet has developed guidance for parents and carers to begin a conversation about online safety. 

Childnet - Childnet 

Parent Info provides digital support and guidance for parents and carers from leading experts and 

organisations Parent Info | From NCA-CEOP and The Parent Zone 

http://www.dartonacademy.org.uk/
mailto:info@dartonacademy.org.uk
https://youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.stopbreathethink.com/
http://www.calm.com/
http://www.headspace.com/
https://www.dartonacademy.org.uk/wellbeing
https://www.dartonacademy.org.uk/wellbeing
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/safeguarding-families-in-barnsley/safeguarding-children-in-barnsley/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-education/safeguarding-families-in-barnsley/safeguarding-children-in-barnsley/
https://educateagainsthate.com/parents/
https://www.ltai.info/staying-safe-online/
https://www.ltai.info/staying-safe-online/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-your-home-internet-provider
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parental-controls-offered-your-home-internet-provider
https://parentzone.org.uk/parent-info
https://parentzone.org.uk/parent-info
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childnet.com/
https://parentinfo.org/
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NSPCC guidance for parents and carers is designed to help keep children safe online. Their Net Aware website, 

produced in collaboration with O2, provides specific safety information on popular apps and websites. Online 

safety | NSPCC  Net Aware: Your guide to social networks, apps and games (net-aware.org.uk) 

Childline can provide advice and support if your child is worried, from dialling 0800 1111 or downloading the 

‘For Me’ app. Childline | Childline 

 

What to do if you child tests positive for Covid-19. 

If your child tests positively for Covid-19 please email this address straight away, no matter what time of day it is 

or whether it is during the week or at a weekend: smithg15@dartonacademy.org.uk .Your email will go straight 

to Mr Smith and we can then begin the process of tracing possible contacts and keeping school safe.  

 

Social media  

Please could you ensure that your child does not publicise his or her positive case on social media as it causes 

a level of panic amongst some members of the school community and makes it more difficult for us to 

manage the situation.   

 

IMPORTANT: Students showing signs of illness  

Thank you for the support you are showing the school as we try hard to operate in the difficult conditions. 

Remember, the main symptoms of Covid-19 are:  

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature);  

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual);  

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal.  

 

Contacting school  

Should you need to contact us, our details are below.  

Mr G Smith, Vice Principal - Pastoral and Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 

smithg15@dartonacademy.org.uk . 

 

 

http://www.dartonacademy.org.uk/
mailto:info@dartonacademy.org.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
mailto:smithg15@dartonacademy.org.uk
mailto:smithg15@dartonacademy.org.uk

