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24 September 2021 
 

Ref: EBR/JRI 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Welcome to this week’s Principal’s Update which is focused on a Covid update.  We had a fantastic evening last night 

with our Year 11 parents, but we are also asking for your opinion on future Parental Consultation Evenings.  

 

Covid –19 Update 

There have been confirmed cases of Covid-19 within the school community.    

 

Schools are no longer asked to identify the close contacts of cases of Covid - this is done by the national Test 

and Trace system. Test and Trace may be in touch with you in the coming days if they identify your child as a 

close contact, but as a school we do not pass personal contact details on to the cases to share with Test and 

Trace.  

 

Children who are identified as close contacts of someone with Covid-19 are no longer required to isolate, but 

they are advised to get a PCR test.  They do not need to isolate while they wait for the result unless they have 

symptoms. 

 

The 3 main Covid symptoms remain: 

 

• a temperature of 37.8 degrees or higher.  

• a new continuous cough. 

• a change to or loss of taste and smell.  

 

Your child should continue to attend school unless they develop symptoms of Covid-19 or are unwell. If they do 

develop symptoms, please keep your child at home and book a PCR test for them. 

 

Our priority is to deliver face-to-face, high-quality education to our students, while maintaining proportionate 

control measures.      

 

We are following DfE and Public Health guidance and continue to: 

• Strongly encourage all staff and students to complete twice weekly LFD tests.   

• Maximise ventilation of classrooms  

• Carry out additional cleaning, with a focus on frequently touched surfaces 

• Use fogging machines to clean communal areas and classrooms on a rota basis   

• Carry out activities such as PE outside, as much as possible  

• Encourage hand and respiratory hygiene amongst staff and pupils. 

• Advise visitors to stay away if they have any symptoms.   

   

In light of the recent cases, Public Health England advised us to  

• Increase ventilation  -  which is already in place 

• Keep students in their year group at break and lunch times -  which is already in place  

 

We are now recommending that face coverings should be worn on buses to and from the Academy, unless 

exemptions apply .   

 

We will operate these enhanced arrangements for a one-week period, subject to regular review, until Monday 

4 October.    We will write to you before this date with an update on our plans.  
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Your child should continue to attend school unless they develop symptoms of Covid-19 or are unwell. If they do 

develop symptoms, please keep your child at home and book a PCR test for them. 

 

Parental Consultation Evenings 

We are currently planning for our Parental Consultation Evenings and would be grateful if you could take a couple of 

minutes to complete the short survey which can be found at this link  https://forms.office.com/r/c9dC0XvUNN to 

allow us to gather the views of  parents/carers  to ensure that these events are as effective and impactful as possible. 

 

Remote Learning 

Thank you all again for your support at home with ensuring that your children are, if well enough to do so, logging on 

and engaging with their learning from home. Please continue to contact the school if there are any issues with log in 

details, devices or accessing the live lessons and resources set by teachers. 

 

Message from Barnsley BMBC 

Parents/Carers of children with SEND 

📣 Calling all Parents and Carers, of children and young people with SEND!  

Have you liked the Barnsley SEND Local Offer Facebook page yet? 

It’s the page to find out about fun SEND specific things to do in the local area and beyond, Information about Local 

SEND services and much more...  

Visit : https://www.facebook.com/barnsleysendlocaloffer/  

 
 

I am conscious that we do sometimes send out a large amount of information, so to help reduce this I will be adding 

the useful links, normally at the end of my letter, to the school website.  This can currently be viewed by clicking the 

link here to access a previous week’s Principal’s Update. 
 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs E Briggs 

Principal 
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Covid-19 Information 

 

The on-site testing that has taken place in school this week has been a great success and we would like to thank you 

for your support.  In line with the latest guidance close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace and 

education settings will no longer undertake contact tracing. 

As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will now work with the positive case and/or their parent 

to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the 

positive case specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small number of 

individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. Anyone with 

COVID-19 symptoms or a positive test result should stay at home and self-isolate immediately. If you have symptoms 

of COVID-19, you should arrange to have a PCR test as soon as possible. This still applies even if you have received 

one or more doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a 

close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months (student should continue to attend as normal) 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive 

case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so.  

 

Further guidance on the information regarding self-isolation can be found at Stay at home: guidance for households 

with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

In terms of face coverings students do not need to wear a face covering within the school, although they are able to 

do so if they wish, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn when travelling on public or dedicated 

transport. 
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