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10 September 2021 
 

Ref: EBR/JRI 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Following on from eight days of testing, we now have a full cohort of students back in school and it is wonderful 

to have the buzz of a normal school day once again.   Our students have been fantastic, and it has been a real 

privilege to visit their lessons where they have been so focussed. 
 

Covid –19 Update 

To ensure our community remains safe, please do continue to test twice weekly. Thank you for your support in 

this.  Attached to the bottom of the letter is more detailed information which was sent out last week. 
 

Tri Stars 

The Tri stars system is now up and running, you should be receiving communication when your child does 

receive one. and the winners of each year group will be shared in assemblies next week.   Please contact your 

child’s Learning Manager if you have not received any communication regarding this. 
 

Pastoral Care 

For academic issues your first point of contact would be your child’s form tutor.  Pastoral care issues should be 

directed to your child’s Learning Manager, as below: 
 

Year 7   Mrs Simmons   Simmonsm1@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 8  Miss Hall  HallK5@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 9  Miss Houghland Houghlandv@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 10 Mrs Dearing  Hillerd@dartonacademy.org.uk 

Year 11  Mrs Woodhouse Woodhousel@dartonacademy.org.uk  
 

Punctuality  

Arriving to school and lessons on time is essential to ensure that lessons can start smoothly and that students are 

able to make the most of all learning opportunities. As a reminder the school day begins at 8:25am and we 

expect all students to have crossed the 'blue line' by 8:20am to allow them to be sat in lessons ready for 

learning to start at 8:25am. Students who arrive after this time will be issued with a detention for the following 

day. 
 

Uniform  

Information about uniform can be found on pages 4 and 5 of the Student Planner and also on the academy 

website at the following link Uniform - Darton Academy. Can you please ensure that your child is wearing their 

uniform correctly and that it is in line with our required expectations.   
 

I am conscious that we do sometimes send out a large amount of information, so to help reduce this I will be 

adding the useful links, normally at the end of my letter, to the school website.  This can currently be viewed by 

clicking the link here to access last week’s Principal’s Update. 
 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs E Briggs 

Principal 
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Covid-19 Information 

 

The on-site testing that has taken place in school this week has been a great success and we would like to thank 

you for your support.  In line with the latest guidance close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace 

and education settings will no longer undertake contact tracing. 

As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will now work with the positive case and/or their 

parent to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace 

where the positive case specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small 

number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close 

contact. Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms or a positive test result should stay at home and self-isolate 

immediately. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should arrange to have a PCR test as soon as possible. 

This still applies even if you have received one or more doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are 

a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months (student should continue to attend as normal) 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a 

positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised 

to do so.  

 

Further guidance on the information regarding self-isolation can be found at Stay at home: guidance for 

households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

In terms of face coverings students do not need to wear a face covering within the school, although they are 

able to do so if they wish, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn when travelling on public 

or dedicated transport. 
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