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ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE WITH 
DARTON ACADEMY

Our academic results are already showing what a dedicated teaching team and committed 
students can achieve together; our most recent officially recognised round of examinations 
produced the best results in the school’s history, and there have been significant improvements in 
all curriculum areas. We are delighted that the upward trend has continued in 2020.

MEASURE 2016 2017 2018 2019 Difference

Progress 8 -0.27 -0.40 -0.44 0.37 0.81

Attainment 8 49 43 43 50 7

Basics English and 
Mathematics Strong Pass - 41% 39% 55% +16%

Basics English and 
Mathematics Standard Pass 61% 59% 63% 73% +10%

• English: a third of all our students achieved GCSE grades 7-9
• Maths: student grades increased by 0.75 with an increase of 5% in top grades
• Science: our results are in the top 20% of the country
• EBacc: student grades increased by 0.75 to 0.27
• Creative Arts: superb results in GCSE dance, art and drama
• Balanced curriculum: Photography, Sports Science, and H&SC
•  Our progress 8 score has increased by almost a whole grade; our students achieve over a third 

of a grade better than their peers nationally in all subjects
• Our wide range of enriching extracurricular activities would rival any school

We are delighted that our GCSE 2020 results continued to improve and more students than ever 
have gone to study A levels and vocational qualifications.

The best performing school in Barnsley for progress and 
the 6th most improved in the country.



Dear Students, Parents and Carers

We’re a happy and successful school where all students are valued, regardless of their background 
or ability. We treat our young people with respect, and we give them all the opportunity to achieve 
their full potential. Our goal is for all our students to leave us as happy, well-qualified, confident 
young adults who go on to excel in local sixth-forms, colleges, universities and the wider world.

When you make your first visit to Darton Academy you immediately get the sense that it is more 
than just a school. The state-of-the-art learning and sporting facilities, along with the purposeful and 
happy atmosphere within, really are hard to miss. We believe that what matters most is the people 
that choose to learn and work here. Our values underpin the qualities in the thousands of small 
interactions that happen every day between the staff and the students and through which we aim 
to inspire your children to be the best that they can be.

In October 2018 Darton Academy joined Delta Academies Trust with Andy Barnett as Executive 
Principal. I became Principal in February 2019, with a track record of raising standards considerably 
in a range of schools. My mission is the same here, and with the support of Delta Academies Trust 
we’ve started with confidence on the journey towards ‘outstanding’. We’re making real progress 
already: the school achieved record-breaking examination results and students are now achieving 
over a third of a grade better than their peers nationally. Our grades are strong across the 
curriculum, particularly in the core subjects of Science, English and Maths – notably, a third of our 
students achieved English grades 7-9 (A-A*).

At Darton Academy we combine high expectations and high standards with a strong sense of 
kindness, inclusivity and enjoyment. Our primary focus is to instil a life long love of learning, and to 
encourage all students to be respectful, determined, hard working, confident and ambitious. We 
want every student to leave Darton Academy able to live a life full of opportunity and choice.

We pride ourselves on positive relationships with our parents/carers. We recognise the effectiveness 
of strong collaboration and expect all parties to fully support the learning and development of our 
young people, including the high standards of behaviour both in the Academy and out in the local 
community. We believe that by working together we can ensure success for every individual and 
that every young person can fulfil his or her potential.

On behalf of the whole team here, I invite you to consider becoming a part of it – it’s a wonderful 
time for any student to join us!

With our very best wishes,

Elaine Briggs 
Principal

WELCOME

Putting students at the heart 
of everything we do
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Mission Statement
To improve educational outcomes for communities 
in the North of England, creating a sustainable 
organisation that improves our society and the wider 
environment.

OUR VALUES

We will:
•  Place children and pupils at the heart of everything we do.

•  Place collaboration before competition, working with 
others for the betterment of all.

•  Develop and support professionals in our own and other 
academies and schools to establish practice that improves 
lives.

•  Ensure that all children make good progress irrespective 
of their starting point and those young people facing 
disadvantage are lifted from educational poverty.

•  Never do anything to the detriment of learners, staff, or 
other stakeholders, in a neighbouring community.

•  Adhere to the ‘Seven Principles of Public Life’.

•  Promote environmental awareness and protection locally, 
nationally and globally.

OUR VISION… CHANGING LIVES
Darton Academy is proud to be a member of Delta 
Academies Trust, a true family of schools and one of 
most successful large academy Trusts in the country. 
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Some of Darton Academies most important characteristics include:

OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP

At the heart of every outstanding school is a 
strong leadership team. Our Principal and her 
newly appointed senior team have invaluable 
experience of guiding institutions to success, 
and this is reflected in the rapid progress 
we’ve been making. Darton Academy also 
has an Executive Principal, Andy Barnett who 
is regularly on site; he ensures that Darton 
Academy makes the best use of the systems, 
process and resources that guarantee success 
and achievement.

SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS

Effective pastoral care goes hand in hand with 
academic success: we value all our students 
as individuals, and we make sure there’s 
always someone available to help them with 
their various needs outside the classroom as 
well as in. Our full-time support staff – Learning 
Managers, keep a close eye on the students in 
each year group, and act to help individuals 
who may need assistance. Our Learning 
Managers are on hand all day at Darton 
Academy for any young people- or indeed 
parents – who want to talk about issues of any 
kind.

FIRST CLASS TEACHING

One of our top priorities is to attract exceptional 
staff to Darton Academy, and we’ve already 
successfully recruited a number of highly gifted 
teachers to join the new team. Nothing makes 
a greater difference to learner outcomes than 
quality of teaching: our emphasis on excellent 
behaviour in the classroom means that the 
teachers at Darton Academy are able to focus 
on excellent teaching, providing lively and 
engaging lessons. We invest in all our teachers, 
and they receive high quality training on a 
weekly basis. Our highly skilled subject directors 
in English, mathematics and science also work 
with our staff and students for several days each 
week.

INVESTMENT IN RESOURCES

Raising academic standards is always our first 
priority, but it reflects a broader mindset of pride 
in our fantastic school community, shared by 
teachers and students alike. Along with the 
investments we’ve made in the classroom, 
we’ve invested in the school buildings to make it 
a place where people want to perform to their 
very best. We’ve refurbished buildings and last 
summer we replaced and upgraded all teacher 
desk top computers and interactive boards.

WHAT DRIVES US?
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Our goal is for all our students to leave us as happy, well-qualified, 
confident young adults who go on to excel in local sixth-forms, 
colleges, universities, higher level apprenticeships and the wider world.

A CURRICULUM DESIGNED 
FOR ACHIEVEMENT
Our primary focus is to instil a lifelong love of learning while creating confident 
learners who can live a life full of opportunity and choice. To this end, we offer a 
broad and balanced curriculum which inspires and challenges all our students.

We pride ourselves on the variety of options we 
can provide for all students at Darton Academy. 
We have designed our curriculum so that your 
child’s programme of study will be individually 
tailored to suit their interests and needs. Student 
progress is tracked across all years with regular 
reports sent home to provide information to 
parents and carers. For any student who may 
not be reaching their full progression potential, 
we have an important system of interventions in 
place to ensure that students achieve their best. 
We have implemented a comprehensive catch 
up programme for any student who is absent 
from school due to illness or other reasons 
to ensure they are able to complete any 
necessary work they have missed. This enables 
us to ensure that no student falls behind in their 
learning.

We also understand that it is our responsibility to 
ensure all of our students achieve their best. This 
includes a tailored curriculum offering breadth, 
depth and flexibility alongside organisational 
strategies which allow all children to flourish and 
meets the needs of more and exceptionally 
able learners as well as the children that need 
more support.

We believe that learning should be interesting 
and enjoyable. While we support students 
to develop their knowledge and skills, we 
encourage them to ask questions, develop their 
understanding and build their confidence in 
their own abilities.  We provide students with a 
wide range of opportunities for them to develop 
as young people both within the classroom 
environment, through trips and extracurricular 
activities.

Most of all, we aim for our students to leave 
Darton Academy as well-rounded young 
people; students who have been nurtured and 
encouraged but challenged and understood. 
We want our students to leave Darton Academy 
as confident learners with the skills, knowledge 
and, importantly, the qualifications that they 
need to succeed and contribute to their 
community.
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There has never been a better 
time to join us in our learning 

journey, in order to contribute 
to and benefit from our 

growing successes! 

STEM AT DARTON 
FUTURE READY SKILLS

More than ever, students need a range of 
skills to allow them to reach their full potential 
in their future career paths beyond Darton 
Academy. All roles, at whatever levels, have 
an expectation that young people can use 
technology effectively.

At Darton Academy, we strive to ensure 
all students are equipped with digital skills 
for the future. This is achieved by coherent 
development through all areas of the 
curriculum, not just in isolation, through ICT 
lessons. Being proficient in the use of digital 
technology helps to give Darton Academy 
students an ‘edge’ in the wider world of work 
and study.

We treat our young people with 
respect, and we give them all 
the opportunity to achieve their 
full potential. 
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LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
AND ENRICHMENT
Students at Darton Academy benefit from some 
of the best facilities in Yorkshire. We have a 
superb range of ICT facilities. All students have 
access to computers, laptops, tablets and other 
media to enhance their learning and develop 
necessary ICT skills. Our specialised IT rooms 
boast the most up to date software.

Our sports facilities are outstanding. Darton 
Academy has its own 3G pitch, large Sports 
Hall with specialist gymnasium equipment, a 
gym and a large multi-use games area which 
facilitates a wide range of sports. We also 
have fantastic performance facilities with a 
soundproofed, sprung wooden floor dance 
studio with ballet barre. Our theatre facilities 
are also of a very high standard as we have a 
specially equipped drama studio, a theatre with 
its own raised stage, lighting and sound system 
and a 260 seat auditorium where our school 
productions and events take place.

Our exceptional music facilities include one 
main teaching/workshop room with six fully 
equipped practice spaces. There is a class set 
of desktop computers with midi keyboards, all 
of which run Cubase Elements and Sibelius 7. 
We have a range of acoustic and electric 
instruments and all pianos are quality Clavinova 
full size pianos.

Each year, Darton Academy produces 
a selection of Dance, Drama and Music 
showcases in order to invite parents to enjoy 
their children’s talents. We also produce a 
Christmas music performance, a talent show 
and a Musical Theatre performance providing 
many opportunities for each and every one of 
our students to get involved in.

This offers your child the best possible place to 
study. Our excellent environment allows us to 
teach using modern approaches to learning, 
using the latest technology and helps keep 
motivation and engagement high.
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Along with our focus on academic 
achievement, we firmly believe that 
opportunities beyond the classroom also 
play a critical part in the development and 
achievement of our students. These broaden 
horizons, grow essential life skills, build self-
confidence and resilience, increase friendship 
groups – and they’re fun too.

We’re very proud of the extensive extracurricular 
activities we offer at Darton Academy, 
alongside the wide variety of school trips 
and other events we run. Students are given 
the opportunity to join any number of our 
extracurricular clubs and events. They are 
encouraged to get involved, to meet new 
people and be willing to try new experiences. 
Our enrichment programme includes a range 
of sports, performing arts, IT, visual and creative 
arts. And subject clubs. We offer over fifty 
different experiences each week which has 
had a very positive impact on our students. 
This programme has been a huge success and 
we are pleased to see this continue moving 
forward.

We also have a variety of extracurricular STEM 
opportunities, where students can further 
develop their science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics skills. Excellent science, 
technology, engineering and maths provision 

is the sign of a school preparing its students for 
a successful future in the ever-changing world 
and this is what we endeavor to achieve at 
Darton Academy. We know that our students, 
with this type of education, will be excellent 
assets to any business in all areas of industry 
once they have completed their studies.

The Duke of Edinburgh award is particularly 
popular at Darton Academy. We offer students 
from Year 9 upwards the chance to take Bronze 
and Silver levels of this challenging but very 
enjoyable personal development programme. 

Students in all year groups have the chance to 
go on school trips of all kinds. There’s plenty to 
do in the region – Yorkshire and the Lake District 
have a huge amount to offer. Some lucky 
students have also travelled to France, Spain 
and our annual ski trip took us to Italy last year.

We believe it is important to supplement each 
child’s academic learning with extracurricular 
opportunities to allow our students to become 
involved in school and develop their social skills 
so that one day they will have the ability to play 
a successful role in society.

Our ten student pledges in Year 7 and 8 are 
focused on building confidence and as students 
completes these, they are rewarded. 

I love the choice of the clubs after school – I always attend at least 
three a week and sometimes five!

Year 8 student

We regularly reward effort via 
positive praise assemblies with 

certificates and prizes.
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At Darton Academy, we encourage every student to pursue excellence. However, 
as well as encouraging your child to meet their academic potential, we also want 
your child to develop personally as well as academically. We hope to build your 
child’s confidence and develop their social skills by providing them with excellent 
support.

Our teaching and support staff are dedicated 
to ensuring that your child learns and progresses 
within a safe and caring environment. They are 
supported by our strong pastoral team who 
work hard at developing positive relationships 
between students, staff and importantly, parents 
as well.

The pastoral team realise that in order for our 
students to achieve, we must care for their 
welfare and meet their individual needs. Darton 
Academy is committed to offering an inclusive, 
relevant curriculum to ensure the best possible 
progress for all our students, whatever their 
needs or abilities.

It is important to reconise the needs and abilities 
of each child and ensure that the educational 
programme they follow helps them fully reach 
their potential. We understand the importance 
of encouraging our most able students, to help 
them flourish and recognise the paths open to 
them. We place great emphasis on showing 
our students the options open to them beyond 
their formal education as they move into the 
wider world, including visits to Russell Group 
universities, scholarship programmes and a 
thorough careers education. We have links with 
universities up and down the country and we 
create opportunities which help students fulfil 
their dreams and goals and to understand and 
experience higher education.

We place great emphasis on ensuring that 
students with special educational needs and 
additional needs are identified, assessed and 
that the correct support programmes are put 
in place to ensure that all of their academic, 
emotional and physical requirements are 
addressed. We are incredibly proud of the 
support we can offer to these students and the 
positive impact this has on both their academic 
learning and confidence in all aspects of school 
life.

Inclusivity is a very important part of the culture 
that we foster at Darton Academy, ensuring 
that all students are cared for and are provided 
with many opportunities to achieve excellence. 
We work closely with all students to ensure 
they feel supported in their learning and are 
achieving their best. We also dedicate time to 
supporting our more able students to ensure 
they too flourish.

ENSURING YOUR 
CHILD’S SUCCESS 
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We take pastoral care very seriously at Darton Academy, and we do everything 
we can do to make sure our students are happy and settled with no barriers to 
what they can achieve.

We use a tried and tested student support 
system where non-teaching staff focus on 
how each individual is progressing through the 
school, and step in if their help is needed. Each 
year group has a Learning Manager who is 
there to deal with any other issues our students 
may encounter, in or outside school. We have 
other staff responsible for helping students with 
areas such as attendance and welfare, and 
we also have close working links with several 
external agencies.

All our students have regular meetings with their 
Learning Managers, so they know they always 
have someone to talk to if anything’s troubling 
them. Parents and carers are also welcome to 
make an appointment if they’d like to discuss 
any matters concerned with their child’s 
development, academic or otherwise.

We take a zero-tolerance approach to bullying 
at Darton Academy, and we encourage our 
students to challenge it if they ever encounter 
it. If bullying is reported, our staff are trained to 
deal with it swiftly and sensitively.

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT 
FOR EVERY STUDENT 

‘You can talk to your Learning Manager about things you might not 
want to mention in class, I think it’s good that we have another level 
of people who can support us at school, because life can be quite 
stressful with everything that’s going on.’

Year 9 Student
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At Darton Academy, we understand the 
importance of working in partnership with 
parents and carers to ensure the best possible 
future for your children. A student’s academic 
progression is dependent upon support both at 
school and at home. Our parents and carers 
understand the importance of continuing their 
child’s learning outside the classroom and in 
the home, through supporting students with 
homework and encouraging them to work 
hard. We enjoy a successful partnership with 
parents/carers who encourage their children to 
embrace our Academy culture and values and 
follow the high standards that we expect.

Our Darton Academy community also 
encompasses local people and businesses. 
Darton Academy has an exceptional 
partnership with many local businesses 
including, who each year provide our students 
with a variety of opportunities. Our students play 
a special role in our larger community through 
their charity fundraising; each year they raise 
thousands of pounds for local and international 
charities as well as our Trust charity Children’s Air 
Ambulance.

We are always interested to hear the opinions 
and ideas of all our students in everyday life at 
Darton Academy. We want our students to feel 
confident that their ideas are valued, respected 
and acted upon where appropriate. Therefore, 
we have two student bodies to ensure this 
happens, Student Voice and the Junior 
Leadership Team (JLT). The Student Voice team 
comprises students from every form group who 
gather weekly to discuss school life, community 
work and pass on their ideas to staff. This group 
are responsible for the huge amount of charity 
and community work that we undertake each 
year. The JLT are a different group. This is a team 

made of two students per year group, plus our 
Head Boy, Head Girl and Deputies. The students 
involved attend regular formal meetings where 
they discuss their ideas about student life, make 
policy change suggestions, deal with a topic 
that our Senior Leadership Team wish to discuss 
and more. Both teams enjoy a close relationship 
with the Darton Academy Senior Leadership 
Team, with many opportunities to pass on 
their thoughts and ideas whilst representing all 
students.

We are proud of the links we continue to 
build with local charities such as Children’s Air 
Ambulance. Our students volunteer at the local 
Food Bank, and take part in the sponsored 
walk to Yorkshire Sculpture Park and Cannon 
hall farm. We are proud to be a part of such a 
strong community that exists both inside and 
outside the Academy walls.

COMMUNITY 
AND PARTNERSHIP 

We combine high expectations 
and high standards with a strong 
sense of kindness, inclusivity and 
enjoyment.
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We know how scary moving from Primary to 
Secondary school can be. Each year we work, 
in partnership with primary schools, to ensure 
that this transition is as simple and smooth as it 
can possibly be.

Through working with our feeder primaries, we 
are able to invite your children into Darton 
Academy throughout the school year so they 
can begin to see how we put our school values 
into practise. We keep the staffing as consistent 
as possible so students learn to recognise faces, 
and hopefully feel more comfortable moving 
around our school.

Parents and primary students are welcome to 
visit us any time to have a look around and 
meet our staff and students. We will answer any 
questions you may have about our school and 
hopefully reassure you that we are the school 
of choice for our local area. However, we truly 
believe that the school you choose to send your 
child to should be the one where they feel the 
happiest, as we know that when children are 
happy, the learning follows.

Working closely with our local primary schools 
provides us with a unique insight into how we 
can ensure a fluid transition from primary to 
secondary education. Our curriculum is tailored, 
through this partnership, to take students from 
primary learning, to secondary level learning as 
seamlessly as possible. We have two assistant 
principals who lead our primary liaison team this 
year and are proud of the strong partnerships 
we have developed with primary schools in our 
local area.

If you and your child decide to join us, we have 
a comprehensive transition programme in place 
to ensure that from the moment your child steps 
through our doors on their first day in September 
that they are happy, comfortable and ready to 
take on Secondary school life.

OUR TRANSITION 
PROGRAMME 

Our primary focus is to instil a 
lifelong love of learning, and 
to encourage all students to 
be respectful, responsible, 
determined, hard-working, 
confident and ambitious. 
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COMPULSORY  
ACADEMY UNIFORM

We provide the uniform for every student.

•  Delta Logo Blazer 
•  Delta Tie
•  Plain White shirt/blouse with collar 
 (top button must be fastened and tucked in, long or short sleeved)
•  Black Delta Trousers or Delta Skirt (worn with tights)
•  Flat, plain black shoes  

(No logos, no heels, no pumps/trainers/boots and no embellishments 
e.g. Bows) 

•  Black socks or black or neutral plain tights
•  A school bag (big enough to fit an A4 sized folder)

PE KIT
•  Delta Polo Shirt
•  Delta PE shorts
•  Delta reversible outdoor games top
•  Plain black knee length socks
•  Appropriate trainers 

OPTIONAL 
UNIFORM
•  Academy Logo Jumper 
 (Worn with Academy Blazer, not as a substitute)
•  Plain Black belt (no large buckles)

We want every 
student to 
leave Darton 
Academy able 
to live a life full 
of opportunity 
and choice.

We’re a happy 
and successful 
school where all 
students are valued, 
regardless of their 
background or 
ability. 
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Darton Academy
Ballfield Lane, Barnsley S75 5EF

T: 01226 232306

info@dartonacademy.org.uk
www.dartonacademy.org.uk

Principal: Mrs Elaine Briggs

Darton Academy is a member of Delta Academies Trust 

Education House, Spawd Bone Lane, Knottingley, WF11 0EP


